City of East Grand Rapids
Regular City Commission Meeting
Agenda

July 16, 2018 – 6:00 p.m.
(EGR Community Center – 750 Lakeside Drive)

1.

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance.

2.

Public Comment by persons in attendance.

3.

Report of Mayor and City Commissioners.

Regular Agenda Items
4.

Zoning variance hearing on the request of Todd & Melissa Hart of 2525 Oakwood to allow the construction of a fence
in the street side yard to be 48” in height within 10’ of the property line, rather than the 36” height maximum within
20’ of the property line (action requested – 41 notices sent).

5.

Request for placement of temporary “No Parking” signs on Gladstone Avenue (action requested).

6.

Update on gypsy moth situation (no action requested).

Consent Agenda – Approval Requested
7.

Receipt of communications.

8.

Minutes of the regular meeting held July 2, 2018 (approval requested).

9.

Report of Finance Committee on disbursement of funds: payroll disbursements of $227,103.18; county and school
disbursements of $-0-, and total remaining disbursements of $394,515.74 (approval requested).

10. Extension of contract for sidewalk repair and replacement program (approval requested).
11. Purchase of helmets for the Public Safety Department (approval requested).
12. Purchase of chemical controller for Wealthy Pool (approval requested).
13. Preliminary minutes of the Parks & Recreation Commission meeting held June 11, 2018 (no action requested).
*

*

*

The City will provide reasonable auxiliary aids for individuals requiring them for effective communication in programs and services of the City.
Notice must be made to the City five (5) days prior to the program or service requesting the specific auxiliary aid.
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ALEKSANDER P. MIZIKAR
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:

Mayor and City Commissioners
Alek Mizikar, Zoning Administrator
July 5, 2018

RE:

Request for Zoning Variance – 2525 Oakwood Drive – PPN: 41-18-03-102-028
Fence built in violation of Fence Ordinance (Chapter 83)

Action Requested:
That the City Commission, acting as the Zoning Board of Appeals, conducts a public hearing and
votes on the applicant’s zoning variance request for the following:
• Section 8.61.C – A variance to allow a fence in the street side yard to be 48” in height
within 10 feet of the property line, rather than the 36” height maximum within 20 feet
from the property line
Details of Fence:
The fence section in question is located on the property’s street side yard (Lake Grove Ave side). The
fence in this area measures approx. 4 feet in height, and ranges from 10 to 12 feet off of the property
line. The fence is in violation of Section 8.61.C of the fence ordinance, which states that a fence
located within 20 feet of the street side yard of a corner lot must be no higher than 36 inches (3 feet).
There have been five variance requests since the most recent fence ordinance was adopted in 2014
relating to fence/wall height exceptions and four have been denied. The variance that was accepted
was for a pillar and gate structure at the entrance to a driveway.
Standards for Review:
Per Section 5.103(c) of the City of East Grand Rapids Zoning Ordinance, the following criteria must
be met for a variance to be granted:
A. That special conditions or circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land, structure or
building involved and which are not generally applicable to other lands, structures or
buildings in the same district.
Staff comments: There are no special conditions or circumstances that exist which are peculiar to the
land or to the fence in question. The applicant has stated that a 3 foot fence would not be adequate to
keep his family safe and to keep his dog inside.
B. That the special conditions or circumstances do not result from the actions of the applicant.
Staff comments: Not applicable.

C. That authorizing a variance will not be of substantial detriment to the neighboring property
and will not be contrary to the spirit and purpose of this chapter.
Staff comments: The authorizing of this variance will not be of substantial detriment to the
neighboring property; however, it is contrary to the purpose of this chapter. Two similar fence
variances have been denied since the adoption of the fence ordinance in 2014, and this is no different
than those requests.
Background:
On Thursday March 22, 2018, I was notified that a fence is going up that may be not in line with the
requirements of the fence ordinance. That same day I went to the property with a copy of the
ordinance and my contact information to see if I could talk to someone about the fence. Neither the
property owner (Mr. Hart) nor the contractor in charge were at the site, so I left the information with
one of the workers and asked them to give it to either Mr. Hart or the contractor in charge. When I
arrived to the site, fence posts were already installed into the ground. That same day I receive a call
from the head contractor asking if I could meet him on site the following morning to discuss the
fence. The morning of Friday March 23, 2018, I met with both Mr. Hart and the head contractor
inside Mr. Hart’s house around 8:15am. The property owner told me that he intends to build a fence
that is 4 feet tall in the front closest to the street, and 5 feet tall in the back along the property line. I
warned the property owner that his intentions would not be compliant with the fence ordinance, and
he told me that he believed the fence requirements to not be reasonable, and that he intends to
complete the fence. I left a copy of the ordinance that I brought with the property owner, and I told
him that if he finishes the fence that there would be consequences. He then looked over at his fence
contractor to ask what he thought, and the fence contractor said to continue on and that the city
wouldn’t do anything about it. I then left the property.
When I returned to the office that same day, I wrote a letter addressed to Mr. Hart documenting our
meeting and notifying him of his possible violation if he were to continue with what he said he
intends to do. I hand delivered that letter to the family’s nanny, who then gave it to Mr. Hart. Mr.
Hart then sent me an email stating his disapproval of my actions and that he did not agree with me.
The following Monday, March 26, 2018, I drove by the property to see that the fence had been
completed. I returned to the office and wrote another letter to Mr. Hart notifying him of his violation.
Mr. Hart never complied with the fence ordinance, and I ultimately ended up writing a municipal
civil infraction citation. A consent judgement was made before the court hearing, allowing Mr. Hart
to apply for a variance for his fence. If this variance does not pass, then Mr. Hart would be required
to fix his fence so as to be in compliance with the fence ordinance.

_____________________________________
Brain Donovan, City Manager

Karen Brower
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Karen AUWERS <keauwers@comcast.net>
Sunday, July 01, 2018 10:05 AM
Karen Brower
2525 Oakwood SE. Todd Hart

Dear Ms. p
It is with extreme disappointment that the city is asking our neighbor to require a zoning variance for
his new fencing, and for a violation of such insignificance. Furthermore, it appears to be in exactly
the same spot as the old worn out fence they replaced.
Their new fence is beautiful and improves the entire neighborhood.
My husband and I are asking you grant the variance the Harts are requesting. It is not hurting anyone,
and visually it is an asset to our neighborhood.
Thank you,
Karen Auwers
2522 Oakwood. SE
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DOUG LAFAVE
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:

Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners
Doug La Fave, Assistant City Manager
July 2, 2018

RE:

Gladstone “No Parking” Signage

Action Requested: That the City Commision consider placement of “no-parking signs” along the east side
of Gladstone Avenue between Robinson Road and Wealthy Street.

Background: In May a letter was sent to residents of Gladstone Avenue between Robinson Road and Wealthy
Street with respect to parking restriction signage. Several years ago the City placed “two-hour parking” limit
restriction signs along Gladstone Avenue between Robinson Road and Wealthy Street. The signs were placed
as a trial and with staff changes at the time the signs have remained with several being operational adjacent to
the north end with the remaining signs covered.
Department of Public Works staff members have indicated preference to have on-street parking similar to other
adjacent streets like Rosewood Avenue and Briarwood Avenue between Robinson Road and Wealthy Street or a
seasonal restriction in place. This is due to the narrowness of the Gladstone Avenue similar to other adjacent
streets in the area and the impact on-street parking on both sides has on snow removal operations as well as
plowing/maintenance and emergency vehicle access during winter months. In the past, the Department of Public
Safety has had to knock on doors on this block to ask residents to move vehicles because plow trucks and
service vehicles were not able to access the street (cars parked across from one another with the added snow
made the street too narrow for plow trucks to pass through, which also indicates access can be too narrow for
fire trucks or ambulances).
Engineering and transportation design manuals such as AASHTO and NACTO recommend for an urban local
street travel lane widths should be 10 feet and on-street parking widths a minimum of 7 feet. Gladstone Avenue
is 26 feet from curb to curb.
The May letter that was sent out sought feedback from residents of this block of Gladstone Ave regarding
potential options/solutions. A total of 29 letters were sent to the area and 16 responses were received (55%).
The results were as follows:
_2__

Leave parking restrictions in place as it is today and remove signs that are covered which are not in
service. This would keep existing conditions in place.

_8__

Place no-parking signs along one side of the street year round (side not determined at this time)
similar to the adjacent streets in the neighborhood (Rosewood Ave and Briarwood Ave). This
would allow for improved winter plowing/maintenance and emergency vehicle access during
winter months.

_6__

Place seasonal odd-even parking restrictions to rotate parking between both sides of the street during
winter months only. This would allow for parking on both sides of the street leaving existing conditions

in place (minus the covered-not in service signs that would be removed) with the exception of winter
months where parking would be rotated to each side of the street to allow for improved winter
plowing/maintenance and emergency vehicle access during winter months.
_0__

Other. If another option is preferred, please contact the City for a signage petition request.

The City Infrastructure Committee, comprised of three City Commissioners, reviewed the options and results
and recommended sending out ballots to residents with the option that received the most favorable response, to
place no-parking signs along one side of the street year-round similar to the adjacent streets in the neighborhood
(Rosewood Avenue and Briarwood Avenue). This would allow for improved winter plowing/maintenance and
emergency vehicle access. The recommended side of the street for placement of no parking signage is the east
side of the street due to the location of existing fire hydrants that already reduce parking spaces on that side of
the street (parking is prohibited within 15 feet of a hydrant under the Michigan Vehicle Code).
Ballots were sent out and returned via mail or in person to the Department of Public Works Administration at
750 Lakeside Dr. (Lower level of the Community Center/City Hall) by Thursday, June 29, 2018 before 5:00pm.
Only one ballot per household/property (must be a property owner) is counted. If the ballot results are less than
51%, the proposal may not move on to the City Commission for consideration. If the ballot results demonstrate
majority of residents are in favor, the request moves to the City Commission for consideration. A letter will be
sent sharing the ballot results and the date/time of a City Commission meeting where this may be considered by
the City Commission.
The ballot results received by the June 29, 2018 deadline were 11 “approve”, 6 “opposed” and 12 were “no
responses”. Established past practice is to count “no responses” as “no votes” therefore the final result is 11
“approve” and 18 “oppose” the proposal. Due to the level of “no responses” which has significantly impacted
the results of the vote, the proposal is being brought before the City Commission for consideration.
If approved, a traffic control order will be issued and the temporary installation scheduled. If not approved, staff
will leave parking signage “as is” and remove signs that are covered that are not in service and thus not having
an impact.
This has been reviewed by the Infrastructure Committee and found to be in order with respect to the ballot
option up for consideration.

________________________
Brian Donovan, City Manager
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DOUG LAFAVE
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:

Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners
Doug La Fave, Assistant City Manager
July 10, 2018

RE:

Gypsy Moths-Informational

Action Requested: N/A-Informational.
Background: Over the past two summers, several pocket areas in the City of East Grand Rapids
have seen an increase in the gypsy moth population due to dry spring weather in 2016 and 2017.
Dry weather impacts the effectiveness of the natural soil-borne pathogen, entomophaga
maimaiga, which was brought to Michigan in the early 1990’s that has proven to have the
greatest impact/effectiveness with respect to reducing or eliminating gypsy moths.
The City has had Davey Resource Group (the City’s expert forestry consultant) monitor and
provide advice/recommendations since the increase in the gypsy moth population has been found
in several locations in the City.
This year the City has provided two targeted mailers to impacted areas to educate and advise
residents about the gypsy moth population increase and recommendations that they may wish to
consider for treatment of individual trees and to protect tree health and longevity. Staff and
several officials have received requests for spraying for gypsy moths from some residents in the
impacted areas. Our forestry expert from Davey Resource Group has determined that though the
impacted areas are certainly experiencing negative impacts, none of the outbreaks represent
enough acreage for broadcast spraying treatment to be effective (as has been done in other areas
in west Michigan). With more precipitation this spring and witnessed disease pressure from
inspections, population crash is anticipated for next year. It should also be noted that if
broadcast spraying treatment is recommended in the future, the City will need to coordinate with
our neighboring jurisdiction, the City of Grand Rapids (which also has several pockets of gypsy
moth infestation).
Lee Mueller, from Davey Resource Group, will be attending the July 16, 2018 City Commission
meeting to give a brief presentation on gypsy moths and the locations he has been monitoring for
the City. Information provided to residents is included with meeting materials.
_________________________
Brian Donovan, City Manager

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COMMISSION
CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS
Regular Meeting Held July 2, 2018

Mayor Seibold called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at the East Grand Rapids
Community Center and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present:

Commissioners Duncan, Favale, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Mayor Seibold

Absent:

Commissioner Hamrick

Also Present:

City Attorney Huff; Assistant City Manager LaFave; Zoning Administrator Mizikar; Communications
Specialist Greenleaf; City Clerk Brower

2018-79.

No public comment was received.

2018-80.

Commissioner Walters reminded everyone of the 4th of July activities taking place on Wednesday, including the
annual Trail Blazer 5K walk/run which begins at 8:30 am as a fundraiser for the Community Foundation. He
noted additional volunteers were needed if anyone was able to work for a few hours.
Commissioners Miller and Favale looked forward to all of the events on the 4th of July as well.
Commissioner Zagel announced Clean Juice will open in Gaslight Village later this month.
Mayor Seibold also invited everyone to all the wonderful events planned for July 4.

2018-81.
2018-81-A.

Election of President for FY 2018-19.
Zagel-Duncan. That Commissioner Miller be elected President of the East Grand Rapids City Commission
to assume leadership duties in the absence of the Mayor for FY 2018-19.
Yeas:
Nays:

2018-82.

Duncan, Favale, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 6
-0-

A zoning variance hearing was held regarding the request of Rusty Ross of 750 San Jose to allow the
construction of an addition to the home with a side yard setback of 3.6’ instead of the required 7.0’ and a
combined side yard setback of 12.7’ instead of the required 18.0.’
Zoning Administrator Mizikar noted it was his understanding this request had been withdrawn by the applicant.
No one was present to speak about this request, so it was removed from the agenda.

2018-83.

A zoning variance hearing was held regarding the request of Joseph Gavin of 2510 Lake Drive to allow the
construction of a detached garage with a side yard setback of 1.4’ instead of the required 3.0.’
Zoning Administrator Mizikar explained the request to tear down the existing garage and build a wider and
deeper garage. He noted there did not appear to be any special conditions or circumstances peculiar to this
property and that the new garage would not be a substantial detriment to surrounding properties.
Joseph Gavin, 2510 Lake Drive, explained the request and noted the structure would be too close to the property
line due to the angle of the lot line.
Mayor Seibold opened a public hearing. No public comment was received. Mayor Seibold closed the public
hearing.
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2018-83-A.

Miller-Favale. That the request of Joseph Gavin of 2510 Lake Drive to allow the construction of a
detached garage with a side yard setback of 1.4’ instead of the required 3.0’ be approved.
Commissioner Walters stated that he understood why the applicant wished to build a larger garage and did not
see it as a substantial detriment to the neighboring property; however, he noted there was currently a two-stall
garage on this property so it could obviously be done within the ordinance without requiring a variance. Mr.
Walters noted that since he did not feel the standard requiring special conditions were met, he would not be
voting in favor of the variance.
Commissioner Miller agreed, stating he believed there were alternatives that would not need a variance. He
was also concerned about the proximity to the property line and the neighbor’s garage.
Commissioner Duncan also felt the garage could be smaller or located differently to avoid needing a variance.
Mayor Seibold noted the request could be tabled to allow Mr. Gavin’s builder to attend the meeting to address
the specifics of why the garage could not be built without a variance.

2018-83-B.

Walters-Miller. That the request of Joseph Gavin of 2510 Lake Drive to allow the construction of a
detached garage with a side yard setback of 1.4’ instead of the required 3.0’ be tabled to allow the
applicant time to consult with his contractor.
Yeas:
Nays:

2018-84.

Duncan, Favale, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 6
-0-

Resolution regarding Right-of-Way permit on Oxford Road for the proposed 2200 Griggs Street Development.
Assistant City Manager LaFave explained the city had received preliminary plans for a multi-family housing
development south of the city limits in Grand Rapids that proposed access through Oxford Street in East Grand
Rapids. While formal plans have not yet been submitted to the City of Grand Rapids or the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality, EGR staff had commissioned a review of the developer’s traffic study by
an independent consultant. While only the Oxford access was included in the traffic study, EGR’s consultant
concluded there was no constraint to accessing the proposed development from Griggs Street within Grand
Rapids. Mr. LaFave noted the city attorney had prepared a resolution for consideration outlining reasons the city
would not approve a right of way access permit through Oxford Road based on the current development
proposal. Mr. LaFave noted that East Grand Rapids has authority over the right of way access permit, but does
not have authority over the MDEQ process or approval or over the site plan review process that will be
undertaken by the City of Grand Rapids.
City Attorney Huff noted the City Commission would not normally be considering an access permit until an
application is formally submitted, but due to the strong concerns from the residents of the area, staff placed the
item on this agenda to seek input on the traffic impact of the proposed development.
Assistant City Manager LaFave reiterated that East Grand Rapids doesn’t have authority over the site plan
process or the wetlands mitigation proposal, but can give input to the City of Grand Rapids on the traffic impact
of the development as it is currently proposed. The proposed resolution is only an advisory step and East Grand
Rapids may have to formally consider this access request at a later date if the developer submits a formal
proposal.
Ron Redick of Mika Meyers, representing Oxford Hamlet, LLC, requested that the City Commission table the
proposed resolution in order to research the various issues raised in his letter earlier in the day. He noted it was
very unusual for a commission to act in an advisory capacity, especially since there was no specific proposal
pending. He quoted from the traffic study and the city’s traffic consultant to argue the traffic impact will the
same no matter where access is placed. He showed a copy of the original plat map and noted that access to a
public street should be available to all, not just residents of East Grand Rapids. Mr. Redick indicated the
developer would pursue the matter in court if necessary.
Mayor Seibold opened a public hearing. The following people were present to express their opinions:
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- Frank Spies, 2122 Tenway

Requested the city commission adopt the resolution as proposed due
to the traffic impact on already congested streets in the area. Noted onstreet parking, the nearby school and heavy volume on Breton Road
already impact traffic in their neighborhood. Submitted petition from
property owners.

- Gary Barnes, 1720 Oxford

Agreed it is already difficult to access Breton at some times and this
dense development would make it worse.

- Jeff Lloyd, 1779 Breton

Any additional traffic will make accessing Breton worse. Felt it was
already a problem area and residents often circle the block to avoid
turning left off Englewood onto Breton.

- John Corbett, 1630 Oxford

Stated 425 trips per day from the new development will be a
significant change for this area. Asked that other access points be
explored.

- Kevin Hagler, 1771Warwick

Asked how the development would be serviced by police and fire for
emergencies. Felt it would be easier if accessed from Grand Rapids
streets.

- Cathy Cohen, 1750 Whitfield

Noted that the wear and tear on East streets from the vehicles should
not be paid by East. Noted there have been repeated traffic issues in
the past in this area and more vehicles would make it worse.

- Bill Andrus, 1779 Asbury

Disputed the “insignificant impact” conclusion. Objected to the traffic,
maintenance and wetlands impact of the development.

- William Johnson, 1770 Oxford

Felt Oxford would be overwhelmed with cars. Asked to see the
materials submitted by Mika Meyers.

- Sara Forist, 2050Tenway

Noted the impact on Tenway Street was not studied; would be
significant for this quiet street. Felt there was no benefit to East Grand
Rapids.

- Courtney Moskal, 2041 Tenway

Stated this was a quiet neighborhood sometimes forgotten because of
the dead-end streets. Wanted to keep the area as it is now.

- Jenna Ludeman, 2258 Englewood

Requested the city reject the access request. Stated the city advertises
safe neighborhoods, but additional traffic will impact safety. This will
also impact the infrastructure.

- Ray Fisher, 2108 Tenway

Stated traffic from 55 units will adversely impact the entire
neighborhood.

- Eric Gollannek, 2354 Englewood

Noted that original plat maps show low-density single family homes
on large lots, not high-density housing. Adding 420 trips per day is
definitely significant.

- David Neuhaus, 1771 Whitfield

Noted many streets were not included in the traffic study and
disagreed with the conclusion that there aren’t backups with the
current situation. Liked the resolution because it sends a message to
the developer to look at all options.

- Sean Corcorran, 2225 Englewood

Stated parking on the street often creates bottlenecks and backups on
area streets and would be worse with additional vehicles.

- Randy Flood, 1764 Whitfield

Turning left onto Breton is already tricky and time consuming.
Crossing on foot is often impossible. Felt safety was the main concern
if more traffic is added.

- Melissa Conway, 1700 Laurel

Noted traffic to and from Breton Downs school at certain times of the
day was very heavy and was her biggest concern with children
walking to school. Requested that all other access points be studied.
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- Matt Ludeman, 2258 Englewood

Stated there was already a lot of traffic in the area and some narrow
points make it worse. Supported adopting the resolution to send input
that this was not the right proposal.

- Jenny Moo, 2144 Tenway

Englewood and Breton are already very busy with few stop signs to
slow traffic. Already dangerous for kids in the area.

- Kris Andrus, 1779 Asbury

High-density housing is not suited for this area, especially with the
extraordinary increase in traffic.

- Tom Hesselschwerdt, 2136 Tenway

Noted that emergency vehicles, snowplows and garbage trucks will all
have to travel through their neighborhoods. Felt access off Breton or
Griggs would make more sense.

The following communications were received at City Hall concerning this variance request:
Kari Wilson, 1771 Asbury
Michael & Mary Cook, 2342 Elliott
Bill & Kris Andrus, 1779 Asbury
Marshall Battani, 1771 Asbury
J.D. Collins
Gary Barnes, 1720 Oxford
Allison Hutt, 2330 Argentina
Jenna Ludeman2258 Englewood
Jennifer Moo, 2144 Tenway
Ken Kranz, 2150 Tenway
Nicholas Kurpansky, 2450 Maplewood
Janet Cocciarelli, Eliott Street
Patricia Beck
Sue Keil, Amberley Ct
George McBane, 1750 Asbury
Susanne Buchau, 1750 Asbury
Patrick Gerkin, 2341 Englewood
Kathy & Matthew MacGregor, 2222 Englewood / 1748 Oxford
Anne Fox, 1775 Warwick
Elizabeth Woods, 1770 Warwick
Jordan Powers, 2326 Englewood
Elizabeth Christopherson, 1622 Amberley
Natalie Owen, owner of 1740 Vesta
Patrick Coulston, 2350 Englewood
Wyatt Martin, Greenridge Realty
Julie & George Payne, 1754 Oxford
Adam Ophoff, 2115 Tenway
Ronald Redick, Mika Meyers
Commissioner Hamrick, 2nd Ward
Petition submitted by Frank Spies

Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Opposed to development.
Raised legal questions.
Felt traffic should be placed on GR streets.
156 signatures opposing development

No other public comment was received. Mayor Seibold closed the public hearing.
2018-84-A.

Duncan-Zagel. That a resolution 1) agreeing with the findings of the City’s traffic engineer regarding the
location of the ingress and egress to the proposed development, and 2) stating the City of East Grand
Rapids would not approve a right of way permit from the developer of the proposed 2200 Griggs Street
Development allowing access to Oxford Road in the City of East Grand Rapids if such request was based
on the current development proposal, be adopted as attached in Exhibit “A.”
Commissioner Duncan stated that the resolution will convey the concerns of the East Grand Rapids residents
and officials to the City of Grand Rapids as they work through any request submitted for this development. She
felt that there is already a lot of vehicle and pedestrian traffic in this area and adding a high-density
development would not be compatible with the congested situation, especially if there are other options
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available. She requested that the developer provide additional information on different access points and the
traffic impact on additional streets in the area as has been requested by EGR staff on several occasions. She
read an email from Commissioner Hamrick stating that she felt that traffic generated by the development should
be placed on Grand Rapids streets.
Commissioner Zagel noted the new Master Plan calls for multi-family development near Gaslight Village, but
not in neighborhoods made up of only single-family homes. He agreed that the traffic study is incomplete and
should be updated to show alternate access points and the traffic impact on additional surrounding streets.
Commissioner Miller noted the City has a responsibility to review traffic proposals that will impact its
residents. He stated there are many instances where access has been shared with Grand Rapids where the
residential styles have matched the existing homes. He felt that adding a high-density development in this area
of existing single-family homes will be difficult. Mr. Miller disagreed with the traffic study’s conclusion that
Oxford will see an insignificant impact from a development that will add 55 homes to a street with only 6
homes currently. He felt the resolution accurately conveys the concerns and encourages everyone involved to
find a better solution. He noted he fully supports multi-family housing in areas with the correct infrastructure
and traffic capacity, but did not feel that it would fit in this particular neighborhood.
Commissioner Walters agreed with the concerns noted above and stated this proposal would have major traffic
implications for residents. He also noted it would more difficult for emergency vehicles and maintenance
operations to access this area efficiently. Mr. Walters stated that while an unusual step, he supported the
resolution as a way to communicate our concerns to everyone involved in the project.
Commissioner Favale also supported the resolution and asked for a more complete traffic study. She felt any
development on this property should impact Grand Rapids and East Grand Rapids equally.
Mayor Seibold also supported the resolution as a way to advise Grand Rapids of the concerns of the city
officials and residents as they move through the process. She felt any increase in traffic will affect every street
in this area. She felt it was very unusual to propose a large, dense development in one city with the only access
through another city. She has not seen any documentation on why this is the only or the best option. Mayor
Seibold noted that adding additional traffic on Breton is also a concern. She encouraged the developer to take
the time to look at all of the options and the input given by residents and staff.
Yeas:
Nays:
2018-85.

Duncan, Favale, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 6
-0-

Request for placement of temporary “No Parking” signs on Manhattan Road.
Assistant City Manager LaFave explained that residents have requested temporary parking restricts due to a
large construction project on their streets.
Mayor Seibold opened a public hearing. The following people were present to express their opinions:
- Carla Boyd, 645 Manhattan Rd

2018-85-A.

Requested assistance with on street parking due to three large
construction projects on their street starting this year that
create pinch points, blocked driveways and traffic bottlenecks.
Noted the construction will likely last longer than November.

Walters-Miller. That the request to place temporary “No Parking” signs on the north and west side of
Manhattan Road south of Pioneer Club through November 16, 2018 be approved as requested.
Commissioner Miller thanked the neighbors for organizing this request and working with the city to solve the
issue. He stated he would be willing to consider an extension of the no parking signs in November if needed.
Yeas:
Nays:

Duncan, Favale, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 6
-0-
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2018-86.

Zagel-Favale. To approve the consent agenda as follows:

2018-86-A.

To approve the minutes of the regular meeting held June 18, 2018.

2018-86-B.

To approve payroll disbursements of $221,009.39; county and school disbursements of $-0-, and total
remaining disbursements of $529,566.03.

2018-86-C.

Advisory board appointments as follows:
Planning Commission

John Arendshorst, 2056 Wilshire
Michael Naltner, 1661 Fisk

Three-year terms ending 6/30/21

Parks & Recreation Comm. Nicholas Abraham, 1108 Lakeside
Brad Andrzejewski, 3105 Bonnell
Carol Campbell, 2109 Elmwood
Elizabeth Mitchell, 1146 San Jose
Aaron Smith, 1645 Laurel
Richard Sprague, Jr., 2332 Burchard
Adam Rogalski, 933Lakeside

One-year terms ending 6/30/19

Library Commission

Micki Benz, 817 Gladstone
Betsy Brown, 1410 Sherwood
Carol Donovan, 2944 Hall
Judy Freeman, 425 Cambridge
Charles Myers, 1050 Monterey
Christopher Smith, 461 Lakeside

One-year terms ending 6/30/19

Board of Review

Paul Howland, 2809 Woodcliff Circle
Andrea Borden, 1445 Breton

Two-year terms ending 6/30/20

Yeas:
Nays:

Duncan, Favale, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 6
-0-

The meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m., subject to the call of the Mayor until July 16, 2018.

____________________________________
Karen K. Brower, City Clerk

Attachments:

A – Resolution regarding the 2200 Griggs Street development

Attachments listed above are available for inspection at the office of the City Clerk.

CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN
RESOLUTION
Commissioner Duncan, supported by Commissioner Zagel,
moved for the adoption of the following Resolution.
RESOLUTION REGARDING A POSSIBLE REQUEST FOR A
RIGHT OF WAY PERMIT ON OXFORD ROAD TO THE
PROPOSED 2200 GRIGGS STREET DEVELOPMENT

WHEREAS, the property owner of 2200 Griggs Streets, Grand Rapids, Michigan, has
proposed construction of residential condominiums on the seven acre parcel located at that
address. The proposal calls for the construction of 55 residential condominium units and a
community clubhouse; and
WHEREAS, the proposed development is bordered on the north, west, and south side by
single family residential homes; and
WHEREAS, the sole point of ingress and egress for traffic for this proposed
development is via Oxford Road in the City of East Grand Rapids; and
WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Rapids and the City of Grand Rapids have worked
cooperatively to allow access by way of a street in the neighboring jurisdiction but only when
there is no viable access in the home jurisdiction and when the areas being served were
comprised of low density single family homes; and
WHEREAS, the entire development is located in the City of Grand Rapids, planning and
zoning review for this development is subject to the jurisdiction of the City of Grand Rapids, and
environmental review for the development is subject to the Department of Environmental
Quality; and
WHEREAS, a traffic impact study has been prepared by AECOM for the developer
which was submitted to the City of East Grand Rapids; and
WHEREAS, despite a request from the City of East Grand Rapids for said traffic study
to include alternate ingress/egress access points to Griggs Street and/or Breton Road in the City
of Grand Rapids, such information was not included in the traffic impact study; and
WHEREAS, Progressive AE, has been retained by the City of East Grand Rapids as its
traffic engineering consultant, has reviewed the traffic impact study which was submitted and
concluded that the traffic impact on Griggs Street and adjacent streets in Grand Rapids would be
similar to the traffic impact on Oxford Road; and

WHEREAS, Progressive AE concluded that traffic generated by the proposed
development should be placed on Grand Rapids streets, not East Grand Rapids streets since this
is a Grand Rapids development and access to the development is available in Grand Rapids; and
WHEREAS, Progressive AE further concluded that the best solution would be to remove
traffic from the proposed development from either neighborhood and provide access directly
to/from Breton Road, thereby eliminating impacts to local residential streets which are
predominantly serving single family homes; and
WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of East Grand Rapids has reviewed the
above information and concurs that it is appropriate for the proposed development to have
ingress and egress from the City of Grand Rapids which is the jurisdiction in which the proposed
development is to be located and the only jurisdiction that will be involved in review and
approval of the proposed development.
NOW, THEREFORE, it is resolved that:
1.
The East Grand Rapids City Commission agrees with the findings of the City's
traffic engineer regarding the location of ingress and egress to the proposed development.
2.
The City of East Grand Rapids would not approve a request from the developer of
the proposed 2200 Griggs Street Development for a right of way permit allowing access to
Oxford Road in the City of East Grand Rapids if such request was based upon the current
development proposal.
Yes:

Commissioners Duncan, Favale, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Mayor Seibold

No:

None

Absent:

Commissioner Hamrick

RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

I, Karen K. Brower, the Clerk of the City of East Grand Rapids, certify that the foregoing
is a true and accurate copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the East Grand Rapids
City Commission, noticed in accordance with State and local law, held on July 2, 2018.

Karen K. Brower, Clerk

13684125_1.docx

CITY OF

EAST GRAND RAPIDS
750 LAKESIDE DRIVE SE • EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49506
(616) 949-4817

www.eastgr.org

DOUG LAFAVE
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:

Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners
Doug La Fave, Assistant City Manager
June 25, 2018

RE:

Sidewalk Replacement Program-FY 2018-2019

Action Requested: That the City Commission award the FY 2018-2019 sidewalk rehabilitation and
replacement-contract extension to Groundhawg Excavating and Landscaping, LLC of Lowell, MI not
to exceed $150,000.
Background: The sidewalk program utilizes grinding and cutting to remove trip hazards from City
sidewalks in conjunction with sidewalk replacements as a cost effective approach to address sidewalk
conditions. The sidewalk replacement program policy in conjunction with the streets and sidewalks
millage has allowed for $150,000 investment towards sidewalk repairs each fiscal year.
The target area for sidewalk hazard removals and replacement is noted in the City’s sidewalk
replacement map, commencing where the FY 2017-2018 sidewalk program ended addressing areas
last targeted in 2002-2003 (see attached map). The contractor will proceed until the target budget is
met.
Bid results from the recent City of Grand Rapids sidewalk program at a higher amount, $187,925
(bid/file # 18022) have comparative pay items at a higher rate, therefore a renewal of the existing
contract would be beneficial. Larger comparative pay items that account for the majority of costs (see
detail on the next page) are:
•
•

EGR item 8030044: $7.85 and $8.75 for GR
EGR item 8030046: $ 8.50 and $9.00 for GR

If approved, the sidewalk work will take place this summer/fall. Groundhawg Excavating and
Landscaping, LLC has successfully completed projects with the City of East Grand Rapids in the
past.

________________________
Brian Donovan, City Manager

City of East Grand Rapids-Sidewalk Program Contract Pricing
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MARK HERALD
PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR

MEMORANDUM
DATE:

June 29, 2018

TO:

Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners

FROM:

Mark A. Herald, Director of Public Safety

RE:

Request to Purchase: Structural Firefighting Helmets

Action Requested: That the City Commission authorizes the purchase of 25 new structural firefighting helmets from
Dinges Fire Company (formerly Time Emergency) located in Grand Rapids, Michigan for $8,292.50.
Background: Our current firefighting helmets are either in need of replacement due to wear or have reached their 10
year recommended replacement date based on National Fire Protection Agency (NFPA) Standard 1851. The
Department researched and evaluated several brands of fire helmets. After several discussions, the decision was
made to allow each officer to choose their helmet from the three different types of helmets that were evaluated. As a
result, each officer can receive the best fitting helmet for his or her needs.
Because of the varying helmet brands, only two vendors were identified that carried both brands. One company is
local and the other is online. The third quote was from two different vendors put together to complete the request.
Furthermore, one of the vendors did not quote the leather helmet fronts. Although not the low bid, it is my
recommendation to purchase from Dinges Fire Company. Their sales representative is a local vendor who we have
purchased from in the past. Most importantly, their level of service and responsiveness to our needs is excellent.
Due to the increase in helmet costs the quotes came in higher than the budgeted amount by $1,240.00. This
purchase is only done every 10-15 years.
Partial funding for this purchase exists in the FY 2017/18 Capital Budget General Fund Account 101-345-9700. An
additional $1,240.00 will be required to complete the purchase and such funds exist in our 101-345-7400-8: Fire and
Rescue Supplies Account.
Vendor
Dinges Fire Company
The Fire Store (Online Co.)
5-Alarm & Westshore*

Unit Cost

Number

Shipping

Total Cost

$331.70
$309.45
$288.64

25
25
25

$250.00
Unavailable
Unavailable

$8,292.50
$7,736.30
$7,216.00

(*Note: Westshore quote did not include leather helmet fronts.)
The Finance Committee has reviewed this report and found it in order.

Approved:

___________________________________
Brian Donovan, City Manager
Page | 1
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FRED BUNN
PARKS & RECREATION DIRECTOR

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:

Mayor and City Commissioners
Fred Bunn, Director of Parks & Recreation
June 29, 2018

RE:

Wealthy Pool Chemical Controller Replacement

Action Requested: The City Commission approve the low quote for the purchase of a BECSys 5 chemical
controller for Wealthy Pool from Aquatics Source in the amount of $6,520.
Background: This request is for the replacement of our 15 year old chemical controller at Wealthy Pool. The
chemical controller is the “brains” of the pool. It monitors the active chlorine and pH of the pool. It is
programmed to activate pumps, add chlorine and muriatic acid to the pool when needed to maintain correct
levels at all times. This is very important for the patrons swimming in our pools to have safe balanced water
chemistry.
Reasons for the BECSYS 5 selection
• This is the same chemical controller currently used at the EGR HS Pool
• High School and Wealthy Pool staff can operate both systems and assist one another.
• The BECSys 5 has additional memory capacity for updates and features to be added.
• The chemical readings can be tracked remotely where our current system can only be viewed from
Betsy’s desktop computer via a dial up modem.
• The unit comes with a 5 year electronics and 2 year sensor warranty
• Includes Ethernet and WiFi connectivity and has an App for Android and iOS
The BECSys 5 system comes highly recommended from Aquatic Source. Bill Babcock has been in the
industry for over 40 years and he is familiar with our facility.
Benefits from working with Aquatic Source
• Controller loaner program. If Aquatic Source isn’t able to fix the controller onsite they will switch
controllers while the original controller is being serviced. So there isn’t significant downtime for the
pool.
The FY18/19 budget includes $6,700 in the CIP for this purchase.
Aquatic Source
O.P. Aquatics
B & B Pools

BECSys 5
Hayward CAT 5000
Evoqua – Blu-Sentinel SE

$6,520
$6,570
$7,950

This item has been reviewed by the Finance Committee and found to be in order.
________________________________________________
Brian Donovan, City Manager

EAST GRAND RAPIDS
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
EGR COMMUNITY CENTER
COMMISSION CHAMBERS
6:00 PM
MONDAY, JUNE 11, 2018
The regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held in the City Commission
Chambers in the East Grand Rapids Community Center.
Rick Sprague called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
STAFF:

Nick Abraham, Brad Andrzejewski, Ren Brander, Carol Campbell, Katie Favale, Liz
Mitchell and Rick Sprague
Mark Hessler and Aaron Smith
Fred Bunn, Susan Perry and Diane Ritzke

Public Comment: None
Report of Commissioners:
Nick Abraham - None
Liz Mitchell - None
Ren Brander – None
Katie Favale - Reported the City Commission voted to adopt the updated Master Plan at the June 4,
2018 City Commission meeting.
Rick Sprague – None
Carol Campbell – Reported there have been 2 work days at Canepa Tennis Center to clean up the
landscaping. Thanked city staff for coordinating these cleanup days.
Brad Andrzejewski - None
Minutes for the April 9, 2018 Parks and Recreation Commission meeting were presented for
approval. A motion was made to approve the minutes for the April 9, 2018 Parks and Recreation
Commission meeting.
MOTION:
Nick Abraham
SUPPORT:
Katie Favale
YES: Abraham, Andrzejewski, Brander, Campbell, Favale, Mitchell and Sprague (7)
NO: (0)

Nominations for Chairperson and Vice Chairperson for the Parks and Recreation Commission
for FY 2018/19 were held.
A motion was made to nominate Rick Sprague as the Chairperson and Carol Campbell as the
Vice Chair of the Parks and Recreation Commission for FY 2018/19.
MOTION:
Brad Andrzejewski
SUPPORT: Nick Abraham
YES: Abraham, Andrzejewski, Brander, Campbell, Favale, Mitchell and Sprague (7)
NO: (0)
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Special Event permits were presented for approval.
A. Kisscross Cyclocross Race #3, Sunday, October 21, 2018
B. 2019 Irish Jig 5K, Saturday, March 16, 2019
Director Fred Bunn reviewed both events. He explained both events are returning events. He also
noted the start time for the Irish Jig has been moved up to 8:30am instead of a 9:00am start time.
A motion was made to approve the special event permits for the Kisscross Cyclocross Race #3,
Sunday, October 21, 2018 and the 2019 Irish Jig 5K, Saturday, March 16, 2019
MOTION:
Carol Campbell
SUPPORT:
Katie Favale
YES: Abraham, Andrzejewski, Brander, Campbell, Favale, Mitchell and Sprague (7)
NO: (0)
Director’s Report
Fred Bunn, Director of Parks and Recreation reported on the following:
 Spring Update 2018 – Fred reviewed some of the projects/events staff have been working on
over the last month (see attached report).
 Reported there is a posting for a Volunteer Coordinator position. This is posted on the City’s
website and is an unpaid position. No applications have been received as of today.
 Reported on the Canoe/Kayak Launch – the East Grand Rapids Community Foundation has
donated $12,000 to expand the Canoe Kayak launch behind the Community Center. It will
extend farther out into the lake and will be ADA accessible.
 Reported a Playground Life Expectancy Assessment is being done by the Jt. Facilities
Committee to assess the City and School playgrounds in East Grand Rapids.
 Reported Brian Donovan, City Manager, will be retiring in January 2019.
 Safety Town – the East Grand Rapids Friends of the Library are sponsoring our Safety Town
program by donating canvas bags for each participant.
Carol Campbell inquired about the following:
1. Goose Control Program how is it working – Fred responded we do have a new company this
year and we get reports weekly, there will also be a goose roundup this summer.
2. Recycling Bins – how is that program working and will the City add more bins/containers?
Fred responded that this program is being used by the public and the City Services
Department is monitoring the program and will determine if more bins will be added.
3. Gypsy Moths – wondering if the City will be treating gypsy moths. Fred responded that the
City will treat gypsy moths on city owned property but not on private property.
4. Tennis Ball Recycling – Fred and Carol reported there are new Tennis Ball Recycling
containers at Canepa Tennis Center and the Middle School tennis courts.
Katie Favale inquired about what happens to the invasive species once it is removed and put in trash
bags. Fred explained that the Garlic Mustard is bagged and then brought to an incinerator and the
Frog Bit is double bagged and disposed of in the dumpster then onto the landfill.
Rick Sprague had an inquiry forwarded on to him about the Manhattan Trails. Fred reported that
now that we are fully staff with summer help and spring sports and school events are ending, the
grounds maintenance will be working on cleaning up the Manhattan and Hodenply trails.
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A motion was made to adjourn the meeting @ 6:35pm.
MOTION:
Katie Favale
SUPPORT:
Carol Campbell
YES: Abraham, Andrzejewski, Brander, Campbell, Favale, Mitchell and Sprague (7)
NO: (0)
6/12/18 - dfr

