YouTube Livestream:
https://bit.ly/3s8WgQY
Begins at 6 pm.

City of East Grand Rapids
Regular City Commission Meeting
Agenda

August 15, 2022 – 6:00 p.m.

(EGR Community Center – 750 Lakeside Drive)
1.

Call to Order.

2.

Approval of Agenda.

3.

Public Comment.

4.

Report of Mayor, City Commissioners and City Manager.

Regular Agenda Items
5.

Consider approval of the transfer of an existing liquor license (no hearing; approval requested).

6.

Consider adoption of a Climate Action Goal Resolution establishing a target date of 2040 for city operations to be
carbon neutral (no hearing; approval requested).

Consent Agenda Items (no hearing required; approval requested unless noted).
7.

Minutes of the regular meeting held August 1, 2022.

8.

Receipt of communications (no action required).

9.

Disbursement of funds: payroll disbursements of $304,510.00; county and school disbursements of $6,963,123.03, and
total remaining disbursements of $565,871.46.

10. Minutes of the Parks and Recreation Commission held on April 11, 2022 (no action requested).
11. Minutes of the Parks and Recreation Commission held on May 9, 2022 (no action requested).
12. Minutes of the Parks and Recreation Commission held on June 13, 2022 (no action requested).
13. Minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting held on May 10, 2022 (no action requested).
14. Preliminary minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting held on June 14, 2022 (no action requested).
15. Results of the State Primary Election held on August 2, 2022 (no action requested).

*

*

*

Public hearings will be held if noted in each agenda item. If no hearing is noted, comments should be made during “Public Comment” in Item 3.
The City will provide reasonable auxiliary aids for individuals requiring them for effective communication in programs and services of the City.
Notice must be made to the City five (5) days prior to the program or service requesting the specific auxiliary aid.

CITY OFEAST

GRAND RAPIDS
www.eastgr.org

750 LAKESIDE DRIVE SE • EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49506

Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners
Lori Parmenter, City Clerk
August 8, 2022

(616) 940-4817

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
Transfer of Existing Class C Liquor License

MEMORANDUM

RE:

Action Requested: That the City Commission consider approval of the transfer of an existing liquor
license held by Bellaire Property Holdings, LLC, known as “Olives Restaurant”, 2162 Wealthy St.
SE., to Small Mountain Ventures, LLC.
Background: In 2012, the Michigan Liquor Control Commission changed their policy by no longer
requiring municipalities to approve an application for the transfer of a liquor license. Since the 2012
policy change, the City still requires an application by new business owners for the transfer of a
liquor license. The application is required so that city staff can discuss with the business owners
Section 7.50 of Chapter 74 of Title VII of the City Code that requires the liquor license holders to
keep sales of alcohol under 50% of their gross receipts.
Attached is a cover letter and Class C Liquor License Application from Small Mountain Ventures,
LLC for the transfer of the existing license from the previous owners of Olives Restaurant for your
review. Staff has reviewed the application and find no issues.

________________________
Shea Charles, City Manager
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SHEA CHARLES
CITY MANAGER

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:

Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners
Shea Charles, City Manager
August 10, 2022

RE:

Climate Action Goal Resolution

Action Requested: That the City Commission consider target adoption of a Climate Action Plan
Resolution establishing a target date of 2040 for city operations to be carbon neutral.
Background: The EGReen Sustainability Initiative Advisory Committee (ESIAC) has requested the
City of East Grand Rapids adopt a resolution establishing a goal of being carbon neutral. The original
resolution requested a date of 2035 for neutrality.
The State of Michigan has established a carbon neutrality goal of 2050, setting a standard for all
communities. The City of East Grand Rapids has been a long-time leader on environmental
sustainability including city hall which was reconstructed in 2006 and achieved LEED certification in
2007. The City’s 2022-2023 Key Strategic Areas Implementation Guide Includes Environmental
Sustainability.
The proposed resolution sets a goal carbon neutrality goal of 2040 for city operations. Discussions
with the Finance and Infrastructure Committees focused on what is a realistic time frame to achieve
the goal given technological limitations at this time.
The resolution also calls for the development of a Climate Action Plan for city operations to be
finalized by the end of the 2023-2024 fiscal year. Plan development will require outside assistance as
city staff does not have the capacity or skill set for this type of work. City staff will continue to
evaluate and implement options to meet this goal in a shorter timeframe as technology permits.
Included in the packet are adopted resolutions by the City of Grand Rapids and the City of Rockford
as well as a primer from Public Sector Consultants.

________________________
Shea Charles, City Manager

PROPOSED PROCLAMATION OF SUPPORT
FOR CLIMATE ACTION GOALS
WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Rapids believes in promoting the public health and safety of its
residents, including access to clean air, clean water, and a livable environment; and
WHEREAS, there is scientific consensus regarding climate change and the connection between human
activity, especially the combustion of fossil fuels that creates greenhouse gases and warming of the
planet; and
WHEREAS, climate change, if unchecked, may have mounting impacts on human health, natural
systems, and infrastructure which may create new costs for individuals, businesses, and governments;
and
WHEREAS, the transition to a carbon-neutral community reliant on the efficient use of renewable
energy resources and electrified heating, cooling, and transportation may provide a range of benefits
including improved air quality, enhanced public health, increased national and energy security, local
green jobs, reduced reliance on finite resources, and other potential positive outcomes; and
WHEREAS, the State of Michigan has set a statewide goal to become carbon neutral by 2050, and the
federal government has set a nationwide goal to reduce carbon emissions by 65% by 2030; and
WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Rapids is in support of the state and federal goals to become carbon
neutral; and
WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Rapids’ has historically incorporated environmentally sustainable
practices into its operations and facilities; and
WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Rapids implementation of its 2022-2023 Key Strategic Goal Areas are
guided by Environmental Sustainability.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Commission approves the goal of carbon neutrality for city
operations by 2040; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission directs the City Manager, in collaboration with staff and
stakeholders, to create a Climate Action Plan to guide in achieving this goal for city operations; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Climate Action Plan is to include strategies to achieve carbon neutrality
on a communitywide basis; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Commission directs the City Manager, in collaboration with staff and
stakeholders, to begin the creation of said plan, and to complete said plan by the end of the 2023-24
fiscal year.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED said plan, upon completion, will be considered for adoption by the City
Commission, and upon such adoption, will be reviewed and updated annually.

Climate Action Planning
A growing number of small- to medium-sized cities (government entities)
are activating climate action planning and integrating the long-term
outcomes into other planning processes, such as master planning, land-use
planning, transportation, green space, energy, water infrastructure, community
engagement, and social innovation.

CONSULTING SERVICES
•
•
•
•
•
•

Climate action strategy and planning
Sustainability planning
Assessment and reporting
Community partnerships
Data collection, analysis, and research
Greenhouse gas (GHG) emission inventory and
reduction strategies

•
•
•
•
•

Facilitated stakeholder engagement
Messaging and communications
Assessment of technology applications
Funding research and grant applications
Community resilience, risk, and mitigation
strategies

About PSC
PSC is a certified women-owned small business in Michigan. We’re the public
policy consulting firm of choice for anyone looking to engage in thoughtful
discourse and design innovative policies. We pursue collaborative, creative
solutions to complex policy issues and specialize in objective and nonpartisan
research, facilitation, implementation, and evaluation.
With almost 20 individuals, the energy and environment team has been at
the core of PSC’s policy and planning work since the firm’s founding. Striving
toward a more sustainable future, the energy and environment team is focused
on climate change policy strategies and implementation, including the creation
and continued staffing of Michigan Saves, a nonprofit green bank that finances
energy efficiency and renewable energy upgrades for Michigan residents
and businesses. Additionally, the team has worked on solar affordability and
community engagement strategies, electric vehicle policies, energy and water
affordability and access issues, green infrastructure, climate action planning,
and many other projects for local and state governments and businesses.
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Key Consulting Staff
Ann Erhardt is a senior consultant on the energy and
environment team at Public Sector Consultants. Her work
focuses on sustainability, climate change, and community
resilience, including planning, engagement, strategy
development, mitigation, assessment, and capacity building.
Prior to joining PSC, Ann worked for Michigan State University
as chief sustainability officer and director of strategic initiatives.
Through the firm, Ann provided advisory services, strategic
planning, organizational development, qualitative research,
program development, and assessment services related to
sustainability and climate change. Ann’s career has spanned
more than 20 years in several industries, including roles such
as director of human resources and finance with Aspen Surgical,
director of energy programs with West Michigan Environmental
Action Council, and senior program officer with the Michigan
Diversity Education Center.

ANN ERHARDT
Senior Consultant, PSC

Project Experience
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Minnesota
Metropolitan
Council Regional
GHG Emission
Inventory

Southern
Maine Planning
Commission:
Capacity-building
Workshop

ICLEI Cohort
Training Programs
Climate Change,
GHG Emission
Reductions, Urban
Forest Management

Michigan Municipal
League: ServeMICity

Michigan Saves

Southeast
Michigan Council
of Governments
(SEMCOG)

Denver Regional
Council of
Governments: GHG
Emission Inventory

Great Lakes Water
Authority

publicsectorconsultants.com

Partners
PSC also has a vast network of dynamic partners to support climate action planning work. Here are some examples of our
partner network, supporting statewide climate planning and implementation initiatives.

ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI)
is the first and largest global network of local governments
devoted to solving the world’s most intractable sustainability
challenges. ICLEI’s standards, tools, and programs credibly,
transparently, and robustly reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
improve lives and livelihoods, and protect natural resources
in the communities they serve.

NextEnergy works with industry partners to transform
innovative technologies into solutions that will provide
a better quality of life for all. The firm uses its access
to a microgrid, smart home, electric vehicle–charging
infrastructure, and an alternative fuels platform to
demonstrate and pilot technologies in real-world
environments to gather data and diverse user experiences,
allowing for quick solution deployment. Project examples
are included at https://nextenergy.org/work/#projects.
SmithGroup is an international firm with a strong
connection to Ann Arbor and the Midwest region. With a
leading focus on community engagement, resilience, and
sustainable urban planning, SmithGroup has the ability to
pull experienced resources from across a wide network of
experience and climate change expertise. Project examples
are included at https://www.smithgroup.com/our-work/
projects#all.
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Project Examples
PSC creates unique projects and processes, tailored to meet the needs of each client. The following are two examples of
climate planning processes created specifically for the scope and goals of each organization.

CLIMATE ACTION PRE - PLANNING PROCESS*
TASK
Develop engagement and data collection plan
Engage city leadership and regional stakeholders
Assess current-state activities
Benchmark current-state activities
Develop scope language for climate action plan RFP
Develop grant proposal and funding request language for climate action plan
Recommendations for community resilience; diversity, equity, and inclusion; and environmental justice inclusion in climate
action plan
Final report: climate action plan scope language, funding language, recommendations, RFP review process, etc.
*This process was specifically designed for the City of Rockford and may vary in process, cost and duration

CLIMATE ACTION PLANNING PROCESS*
TASK
Analyze GHG emissions
Recommend GHG emission reduction targets
Forecast GHG emission reductions
Assess climate change risks and vulnerabilities
Propose climate resilience strategies
Engage communities
Engage township governance and stakeholders
Draft climate action plan
Support climate action plan adoption
*This process was specifically designed for the Ann Arbor Charter Township and may vary in process, cost and duration
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DATE:

September 28, 2021

TO:

Mark Washington, City Manager

COMMITTEE:
LIAISON:

Committee of the Whole
Mark Washington, City Manager

FROM:

Alison Sutter, Sustainability and Performance Management Officer
Executive Office

SUBJECT:

Resolution Declaring Climate Change a Crisis

The scientific, economic and public health data is clear that climate change is having
catastrophic impacts on our human health, economy, infrastructure and safety. The
amount and speed of greenhouse gas emissions being released is driving what some
experts believe will result in significant and irreversible changes that could have
catastrophic effects for humans, particularly for communities of color and low-income
communities, who are impacted first and worst by climate change. Because humans
have too easily ignored climate change for decades, we are now experiencing and will
continue to experience a climate crisis until we collectively take bold action to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, prioritize climate adaptation and focus on climate resiliency.
The City of Grand Rapids has been a leader in sustainability, environmental justice and
climate change and has committed via our Strategic Plan to continue emphasizing and
prioritizing climate change and climate justice work. The City Commission can also take
bold action by passing a resolution declaring a climate crisis.
What is climate change and what are the changes happening in and to the city of
Grand Rapids?
Climate change is complicated and scientific, making it inaccessible, easy to ignore, or
confusing for many. Further compounding the issue is a lack of awareness and
understanding of direct and indirect climate change impacts to our Grand Rapids
residents, businesses and municipal government.
The Earth is warmed through two different processes: solar radiation and infrared
radiation absorbed and re-emitted in all directions by greenhouse gases (GHGs) and
clouds (this is known as the “greenhouse effect”). GHGs include carbon dioxide,
methane, nitrous oxide, and fluorinated gases and are most often referred to collectively
as “carbon emissions.” As GHG concentrations in the atmosphere increase, more
infrared radiation is reflected back to and absorbed by the Earth’s surface increasing the
greenhouse effect and global warming. And cities are responsible for generating more
than 70% of global carbon emissions.
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NASA indicates that the current level of atmospheric carbon dioxide has increased by
47% since the beginning of the Industrial Age.1 In short, the amount of GHGs in our
atmosphere is increasing at an alarming and significant rate, which is causing our
Earth’s temperature to increase, which in turn is driving climate change. While many
people will point to the very cold and snowy winter we had recently as a
counterargument to global warming and climate change – it’s important to remember
that climate change is a measure of long-term averages and trends (often 30 years) of
data.
Grand Rapids’ changing climate is causing immediate threats to our residents, health,
economy, and community vitality. We know that over the last 50-70 years we have
experienced increased: average annual temperatures, nighttime temperatures, annual
precipitation, and frequency and intensity of severe storms.2 More importantly, we know
the climate in Grand Rapids will continue to change with scientific projections showing
that Grand Rapids is expected to experience an increase of 3-5 degrees F in average
air temperature (6-10% increase; especially in winter), 12-31 more days with a
temperature greater than 90 degrees F (153-381% increase) and 0.4-1.7 more days
with more than 1.25 inches of precipitation (11-45% increase).3
Why is climate change a crisis?
Climate change has been and will continue to significantly impact human health
(physical and mental); essential services and critical infrastructure; economic prosperity
for businesses, organizations, and individuals; social networks; cultural identity; safety;
and environmental systems. In one of President Biden’s first Executive Orders, he
stated “[t]he United States and the world face a profound climate crisis. We have a
narrow moment to pursue action at home and abroad in order to avoid the most
catastrophic impacts of that crisis and to seize the opportunity that tackling climate
change presents.” Furthermore, President Biden’s executive order states that “[t]he
scientific community has made clear that the scale and speed of necessary action is
greater than previously believed. There is little time left to avoid setting the world on a
dangerous, potentially catastrophic, climate trajectory.” 4
In addition, the International Panel on Climate Change (the United Nations body for
assessing the science related to climate change) recently published its Sixth
Assessment Report, Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis, stating
“[h]uman-induced climate change is already affecting many weather and climate
extremes in every region across the globe. Global warming of 1.5 degrees Celsius and
2 degrees Celsius will be exceeded during the 21st century unless deep reductions in
carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gas emissions occur in the coming
1

NASA. (2020, March 3). The Atmosphere: Getting a Handle on Carbon Dioxide. Climate Change: Vital Signs of
the Planet. https://climate.nasa.gov/news/2915/the-atmosphere-getting-a-handle-on-carbondioxide/#:%7E:text=The%20concentration%20of%20carbon%20dioxide,it%20was%20near%20370%20ppm
2
City of Grand Rapids Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment for Stormwater (in development). City of Grand
Rapids and Great Lakes Integrated Sciences and Assessments.
3
City of Grand Rapids Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment for Stormwater (in development). City of Grand
Rapids and Great Lakes Integrated Sciences and Assessments.
4
The White House (2021, January 27). Executive Order on Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad. The
White House. https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/27/executive-order-ontackling-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad/
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decades. Many changes due to past and future greenhouse gas emissions are
irreversible for centuries to millennia. From a physical science perspective, limiting
human-induced global warming to a specific level requires limiting cumulative CO2
emissions, reaching at least net zero CO2 emissions, along with strong reductions in
other greenhouse gas emissions.”
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) has identified five
issues as Michigan’s priority climate-related health impacts: respiratory conditions, heat
illness, waterborne diseases (algal blooms), vector-borne diseases (Lyme disease,
West Nile Virus, etc.), and physical and mental health impacts.5 The MDHHS shared
that the annual cost per patient for asthma is $2,500 with a $92.4 million cumulative
annual impact; extreme heat causes an estimated 33 additional deaths per year at a
cost of $42 million annually; and in 2012, 157 Lyme disease-related hospitalizations and
11 emergency department visits were estimated to have resulted in $8 million in health
costs.6
In the 1980s and 1990s, Michigan experienced five or less billion-dollar disasters per
year from weather and climate events. In the 2000s and 2010s, Michigan experienced
double and triple that number, 10 and 15 respectively. 7 In addition, U.S. Senator Gary
Peters shared that the Government Accountability Office has determined that “[s]ince
2005, federal funding for disaster assistance is approaching half a trillion dollars.”8
These impacts will exacerbate inequities in our community because some people are
more vulnerable to climate change than others – meaning they are more likely to be
negatively affected by climate change. The U.S. Department of Commerce, 2016
American Census Survey data reported by Headwaters Economics’ Populations at Risk
Tool, headwaterseconomics.org/par, illustrates Grand Rapidians that are likely to be
more vulnerable to climate change include: renters (45.6%), Black, Indigenous and
People of Color (32.4%), residents living in poverty (22.5%), households where
mortgage is greater than 30% of income (23.1%), residents with disabilities (13.8%),
people over 65 years of age (11.5%), people under 5 years of age (7.4%) and residents
with limited English proficiency (4.9%).
Taking into consideration rising sea levels threatening all coastal communities and
severe drought in the southwest, coupled with the large amount of fresh water available
from the Great Lakes, Michigan is poised to receive a large influx of corporations and
individuals looking for a safe and prosperous place to relocate. If we do not adequately
prepare for these projected increases now, then climate change impacts will only be
compounded and likely made worse.

5

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services. (2021). MDHHS - Climate and Health Overview. MDHHS
MICHAP. https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71548_54783_54784_55975-365480--,00.html
6
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services presentation to Michigan Association of Planners Board of
Directors Meeting. (Nov. 20, 2020). Health Impacts from Climate Change and the Public Health Response.
7
NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI) U.S. Billion-Dollar Weather and Climate
Disasters (2021). https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/, DOI: 10.25921/stkw-7w73
8
U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs, U.S. Senator Gary Peters, Ranking
Member. (April 2019). The Cost of Inaction, Failure to Address Financial Costs of Climate Change Will Hurt
Taxpayers.
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What has and will the City of Grand Rapids do to address the climate change
crisis?
In 2005, the City of Grand Rapids was one of the first cities in the country to adopt
sustainability as a priority. A few early actions taken by the City included hiring a
sustainability consultant, launching the Community Sustainability Partnership (CSP) and
creating a 20 percent renewable energy goal. This commitment and these early
successes led to the City being the second city in North America to be designated by
the United Nations University as a Regional Center for Expertise and Sustainability in
2006 and honored by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce as the Most Sustainable MidSized City in 2010.
Historically, we focused our work predominantly on environmental and fiscal
sustainability, energy efficiency and renewable energy – all of which helped mitigate
greenhouse gas emissions (climate change mitigation), prepare us for climate changes
(climate adaptation) and increase our resiliency (climate resiliency). Our climate change
journey more formally launched in 2013 with two key actions. First, we invested nearly
$15 million to improve flood walls located throughout downtown in response to the 2013
flood that caused $1.4 million in damage to public infrastructure and almost breached
the Water Resource Recovery Facility’s wastewater treatment processes. Second, in
partnership with the West Michigan Environmental Action Council, we published the
West Michigan Climate Resiliency Report.
Throughout the 2010s, the City had many climate change accomplishments. In 2010,
the City became one of the first municipalities to provide free curbside single stream
recycling for residents. In 2015, the City was one of the first and only cities to have
successfully separated our stormwater and wastewater systems, at a cost of $400
million, thereby preventing untreated sewage from being discharged into the Grand
River during intense rain events. And since 2015, the City and our partners have
planted nearly 9,000 trees at a cost of $2.5 million in an effort to reach our 40% tree
canopy goal (we are currently at 34%). These trees are estimated to provide $2.6
million annually in ecosystem services.
Mayor Bliss has also actively engaged in and advocated for climate change action. She
supported the creation of the Office of Sustainability and full-time leadership within the
office. She also created the Mayor's Greening Initiative, raising private funds to plant
hundreds of trees throughout the city each year. Mayor Bliss is a part of the We Are
Still In and Mayors for Solar Project and has endorsed the Sierra Club 100% Clean
Energy initiative. Under her leadership she created the Energy Advisory Committee to
bring community members together to push the City to stay at the forefront of energy
and climate work. And nationally, she is a member of the U.S. Conference of Mayor's
Energy Committee, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative and Climate
Mayors.
In 2019, the City published our Strategic Plan (FY2020 – 2023), which includes
sustainability as one of the City’s six core values. The City defines sustainability as the
ability to be maintained; making decisions with an understanding of how those decisions
will impact the environment, people and communities, and finances, both today and in
the future. We also created our City’s vision - Grand Rapids will be nationally
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recognized as an equitable, welcoming, innovative and collaborative city with a robust
economy, safe and health community, and the opportunity for a high quality of life for all.
Our commitment to addressing climate change is most prominently displayed within the
“Health and Environment” priority of our Strategic Plan. The desired outcome of this
priority is that the health of all people and the environment are advocated for, protected
and enhanced. The first objective under this priority is to reduce carbon emissions and
increase climate resiliency. Strategies within this objective include:







Creating carbon reduction goals and integrating those goals into appropriate City
plans, including the Comprehensive Community Master Plan
Reducing the carbon footprint of City operations (buildings, utilities and fleet)
Assessing the feasibility and cost of offsetting 100% of City electricity with
renewable resources by FY2025
Creating and supporting programs and policies to reduce carbon emissions from
the building and transportation sectors throughout the community
Creating a Climate Action and Adaptation Plan in partnership with the community
Working with community partners and businesses to achieve a 40% tree canopy

Some of our most recent notable sustainability and climate change accomplishments
include:










City Manager Washington approved one of the most progressive short and longterm carbon emissions reduction goals for municipal operations (85% reduction
by 2030 and carbon neutral by 2040, as compared to 2008), which exceed the
Paris Climate Accord target as well as targets established by President Biden
and Governor Whitmer and that could cost the City between an estimated half a
million and a million dollars annually for 24 years to achieve an 85% reduction
based on best information available at this time, which includes constructing
solar at Butterworth
City Commission adopted 2021-2022 Legislative Priority Agenda includes
responsibly protecting our environment and conserving our natural resources
through policies and investments that increase climate resiliency, reduce carbon
emissions, and support renewable energy production at industrial, community
and residential scale
Reducing municipal carbon emissions by 30% since 2008 and estimating a 47%
reduction by 2025 (due in part to our biodigester and LED street lighting)
Receiving necessary approvals to construct a nearly 1 megawatt ground
mounted behind-the-meter solar array at our Lake Michigan Water Filtration Plant
that will generate net savings of approximately $1.2 million over 24 years and
increase our City’s renewable energy performance from 37.5% to 41%
Intervening in Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) cases regarding
distributed generation and voluntary green pricing programs
Participating in the Zero Cities Project and launching Grand Rapids Policies and
Programs for Equitable, Healthy and Zero Carbon Buildings (E.H.Zero) in
partnership with the Urban Core Collective and the U.S. Green Building Council
of West Michigan
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Catalyzing, building and supporting the creation and launch of a three-year
Community Collaboration on Climate Change (C4) initiative
Leading the nation on green infrastructure with over 9 million gallons of
stormwater infiltrated since 2014 at a cost of $60 million
Mobile GR’s work to reduce single occupant vehicle usage and transportationrelated carbon emissions, including financial support for the DASH
Hiring an Environmental and Climate Justice Specialist
Investing $85 million to construct a biodigester at the Water Resource Recovery
Facility (WRRF) that avoids $120 million in costs to expand the WRRF, includes
the largest membrane system in the country and is the first to combine several
elements (biodigester, renewable natural gas, phosphorus recovery), will
generate 125,000 MMBtu’s of renewable natural gas (equivalent of 1 million
gallons of gasoline that power 22 million miles driven by an average passenger
vehicle) and will reduce carbon emissions by 3,330 metric tons of carbon dioxide
equivalents, which is a 32% reduction in emissions for the WRRF

While we have invested more than $600 million over the years in climate mitigation,
adaptation and resilience and achieved many successes, the work is far from over,
especially in light of the crisis that we face locally in Grand Rapids as well as globally.
Grand Rapids cannot foster a robust economy and Grand Rapidians cannot be safe and
healthy in a city where the local governing body is not urgently and systematically
addressing climate change. Over the course of FY22, we will continue to pursue solar
for our Butterworth Landfill, complete a communitywide carbon emissions inventory,
launch our E.H.Zero initiative to focus on pathways to equitably decarbonize buildings,
continue to emphasize environmental justice, climate change and sustainability in the
Community Master Plan development process, finalize a vulnerability assessment and
revise the regional hazard mitigation plan, and begin laying the foundation in
partnership with the C4 and other community stakeholders to draft our Climate Action
and Adaptation Plan, which will include communitywide carbon emissions reductions
goals.
We are not alone in this work
As the evidence continues to mount and as cities continue to suffer from the devasting
impacts of climate change, more and more cities are declaring climate change a crisis
or climate change emergencies. In Michigan, the following municipalities have already
declared climate change emergencies: Washtenaw County (Sept. 2019), City of
Kalamazoo (Oct. 2019), City of Ann Arbor (Nov. 2019), Kalamazoo County (Dec. 2019),
Oakland County (Dec. 2019), Meridian Township (July 2020), Ingham County (July
2020) and City of Montague (Dec. 2020).
In addition to President Biden authoring an Executive Order on the climate crisis, he
also created a target for the U.S. to achieve a 50-52% reduction from 2005 levels in
economy-wide net greenhouse gas pollution in 2030 and a goal to reach 100% carbon
pollution-free electricity by 2035. These commitments are “part of the President’s focus
on building back better in a way that will create millions of good-paying, union jobs,
ensure economic competitiveness, advance environmental justice, and improve the
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health and security of communities across America.”9 He also directed the Secretary of
State and the Secretary of Treasury to lead the development of a climate finance plan.10
In the fall of last year, Governor Whitmer signed Executive Order 2020-182 and
Directive 2020-10 creating the MI Healthy Climate Plan. Governor Whitmer stated “[t]he
science is clear – climate change is directly impacting our public health, environment,
our economy, and our families. This dangerous reality is already causing harm
throughout Michigan, with communities of color and low-income Michiganders suffering
disproportionately.” These executive actions set the goals of economy-wide
decarbonization in Michigan by 2050 with a 28% reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions below 1990 levels by 2025. Both Steelcase and the Utility Workers Union of
America commended the Governor for taking this action.11
Revisions to the Resolution
In response to feedback provided on the draft climate change crisis resolution, the
following revisions have been made:






The whereas statement speaking to the City’s E.H.Zero work has been revised to
include pursuing education and incentives as components to support achieving
equitable, healthy and zero-carbon buildings
A new whereas statement has been added stating that the City will complete a
communitywide carbon emissions inventory by June 30, 2022
The fourth be it resolved item has been added committing the City to engage with
the C4, Energy Advisory Committee and other stakeholders over the next twelve
months to discuss creating a communitywide carbon emissions goal and coming
to a decision as to whether the City will create a communitywide goal
The fifth be it resolved item has been added stating that the Mayor, City
Commission and City recognize that greenhouse gas emissions generated from
the transportation, processing and disposal of waste, refuse and recycling are
significant and will engage with Kent County regarding waste minimization,
refuse disposal, and recycling practices and proposals

..

9

The White House. (2021, April 22). FACT SHEET: President Biden Sets 2030 Greenhouse Gas Pollution
Reduction Target Aimed at Creating Good-Paying Union Jobs and Securing U.S. Leadership on Clean Energy
Technologies. https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/22/fact-sheet-presidentbiden-sets-2030-greenhouse-gas-pollution-reduction-target-aimed-at-creating-good-paying-union-jobs-andsecuring-u-s-leadership-on-clean-energy-technologies/
10
The White House (2021, January 27). Executive Order on Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad. The
White House. https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/27/executive-order-ontackling-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad/
11
The Office of Governor Gretchen Whitmer. (2020, September). Governor Whitmer Announces Bold Action to
Protect Public Health and Create Clean Energy Jobs by Making Michigan Carbon-Neutral by 2050. Michigan.Gov.
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90640-540289--,00.html
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YOUR COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE recommends adoption of the following
resolution Declaring a Climate Change Crisis.
WHEREAS, the concentration of greenhouse gases in Earth’s atmosphere is
increasing at an exponential and unprecedented rate and driving significant increases
in average global temperatures and dramatic shifts in climatological and weather
patterns; and
WHEREAS, more than 70% of global carbon emissions are generated by cities;
and
WHEREAS, the International Panel on Climate Change (the United Nations
body for assessing the science related to climate change) recently published its Sixth
Assessment Report, Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis, explaining
that climate change impacts are impacting everyone across the globe and that in the
absence of significant changes that will accomplish zero carbon emissions this
decade, changes that are irreversible will occur; and
WHEREAS, the climate in Grand Rapids has already changed significantly over
the last 50-70 years, including increased average annual temperature, decreased
number of cold days, increased annual precipitation and increased frequency and
intensity of severe storms12; and
WHEREAS, Grand Rapids is expected to experience an increase in: average
air temperature, days with temperatures greater than 90 degrees Fahrenheit (extreme
heat days) and heavy precipitation days13; and
WHEREAS, climate change impacts the economic prosperity, health and safety
of our Grand Rapids residents, businesses and institutions and will increasingly impact
our community in the near- and long-term without meaningful intervention; and
WHEREAS, climate change disproportionately negatively impacts Black,
Indigenous and People of Color as well as those living in poverty14; and
WHEREAS, the City of Grand Rapids has a long history of leadership in
sustainability and climate action, as one of the first cities in the country to adopt
sustainability as a priority in 2005 and to complete a Climate Resiliency Report (2013);
and
WHEREAS, the City has spent an extraordinary amount of money on climate
mitigation, adaptation and resilience over the years totally more than $600 million; and
12

City of Grand Rapids Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment for Stormwater (in development). City of Grand
Rapids and Great Lakes Integrated Sciences and Assessments.
13
City of Grand Rapids Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment for Stormwater (in development). City of Grand
Rapids and Great Lakes Integrated Sciences and Assessments.
14
Nazrul Islam, S., & Winkel, J. (2017, October). Climate Change and Social Inequality. United Nations.
https://www.un.org/esa/desa/papers/2017/wp152_2017.pdf
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WHEREAS, since beginning her service as Mayor, Mayor Bliss has been
actively engaged and continues to engage in issues related to climate change; and
WHEREAS, sustainability is one of the City’s six core values and the City has
committed to reducing carbon emissions and increasing climate resiliency in the City’s
Strategic Plan; and
WHEREAS, The City of Grand Rapids is one of the first and only cities to have
successfully separated the stormwater system from the wastewater system, which
was completed in 2015 at a cost of $400 million, thereby preventing untreated sewage
from being discharged into the Grand River during intense rain events; and
WHEREAS, the City of Grand Rapids was one of the first cities to provide free
curbside single stream recycling to residents (2010) and recently received certification
to compost materials onsite; and
WHEREAS, the City has a 40% tree canopy goal and is currently at 34%,
nearly 9,000 trees have been planted within the city by the City and our partners since
2015 at a cost of approximately $2.5 million and our entire city tree canopy is
estimated to provide $2.6 million annually in ecosystem services; and
WHEREAS, the City has invested $85 million to construct a biodigester at the
Water Resource Recovery Facility (WRRF) that will generate 125,000 MMBtu’s of
renewable natural gas and will reduce carbon emissions by 3,330 metric tons of
carbon dioxide equivalents, which is a 32% reduction in emissions for the WRRF; and
WHEREAS, the City Manager has announced municipal carbon emissions
reduction goals of 85% by 2030 and 100% (carbon neutral) by 2040, which exceed the
Paris Climate Accord target as well as targets established by President Biden and
Governor Whitmer and that could cost the City between an estimated half a million
and a million dollars annually for 24 years to achieve an 85% reduction based on best
information available at this time, which includes constructing solar at Butterworth; and
WHEREAS, the City has a goal to source 100% renewable energy for
municipal operations by FY2025 and is taking steps to accomplish as much as
possible through development of alternative energy generation on City properties and
facilities; and
WHEREAS, equity is one of the City’s core values and the City acknowledges
the growing disparities climate change brings to our communities of color and places
an emphasis on environmental and climate justice; and
WHEREAS, the City has partnered with our community to fund and launch the
Community Collaboration on Climate Change (C4); and
WHEREAS, the City participated as one of eleven cities across the U.S. in the
Zero Cities Project and will build upon that work in partnership with community
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organizations to develop policies and programs, including education and incentives,
that will result in equitable, healthy and zero-carbon buildings through the E.H.Zero
initiative; and
WHEREAS, the City will complete a communitywide carbon emissions
inventory by June 30, 2022; and
WHEREAS, the City is committed to creating a Climate Action and Adaptation
Plan, which will include communitywide carbon emissions goals that are developed in
partnership with the community by June 30, 2024; and
WHEREAS, the City will continue to provide regular progress reports and
updates on actions taken in response to the climate crisis; and
WHEREAS, the City is committed to working in partnership with the community
and businesses to address the climate crisis and will consider climate justice in all
policy and administrative decisions, including the Community Master Plan.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that:
1. The Mayor and City Commission hereby declare climate change a crisis in
the city of Grand Rapids and urge all residents, businesses, organizations and
public entities to adopt equity-informed policies and practices as soon as possible
and no later than 2025 that address carbon reduction, climate adaptation and
climate resilience and protect the health, safety, economic prosperity, and quality
of life for all in our city; and
2. The Mayor and City Commission will continue to prioritize engaging in
state and federal advocacy and lobbying for legislation and regulations that
increase climate resiliency, reduce carbon emissions and support renewable
energy production as outlined in the 2021-2022 Legislative Priority Agenda; and
3. The Mayor and City Commission affirm the City Manager’s adopted
municipal carbon emissions reduction goals of 85% by 2030 and 100% (carbon
neutral) by 2040; and
4. The City will continue to engage with the C4, Energy Advisory Committee and
other stakeholders over the next twelve months to discuss creating a communitywide
carbon emissions goal and coming to a decision as to whether the City will create a
communitywide goal; and
5. The Mayor, City Commission and City recognize that greenhouse gas
emissions generated from the transportation, processing and disposal of waste, refuse
and recycling are significant and will engage with Kent County regarding waste
minimization, refuse disposal, and recycling practices and proposals.
Prepared by Alicia Bernt
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PROCLAMATION OF SUPPORT FOR STATE AND FEDERAL
CARBON NEUTRALITY ACTION GOALS
•

WHEREAS, the City of Rockford believes in promoting the public health and safety of its
residents, including access to clean air, clean water and a livable environment; and

•

WHEREAS, there is scientific consensus regarding climate change and the connection
between human activity, especially the combustion of fossil fuels that create greenhouse
gases, and warming of the planet; and

•

WHEREAS, climate change, if unchecked, may have mounting impacts on human health,
natural systems, and infrastructure which may create new costs for individuals, businesses
and governments; and

•

WHEREAS, the transition to a carbon-neutral community reliant on the efficient use of
renewable energy resources and electrified heating, cooling, and transportation may
provide a range of benefits including improved air quality, enhanced public health, increased
national and energy security, local green jobs, reduced reliance on finite resources and other
potential positive outcomes; and

•

WHEREAS, the State of Michigan and the federal government have set carbon reduction
goals to become carbon neutral by 2050; and

•

WHEREAS, the city of Rockford is a municipal government in support of the State and
federal goals to become carbon neutral by 2050.

•

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council approves the citywide goal of carbon
neutrality by 2050, in support of our state and federal governments; and

•

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council directs the City Manager, in collaboration with
staff and other essential stakeholders, to create a climate action plan to guide in achieving
those goals; and

•

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council directs the City Manager, in collaboration with
staff and other essential stakeholders, to begin the creation of said plan by the end of the
2021-22 fiscal year, and

•

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said plan, upon completion, will be considered for adoption
by City Council and reviewed and updated as appropriate at three-year intervals.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COMMISSION
CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS
Regular Meeting Held August 1, 2022
Mayor Favale called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at the East Grand Rapids
Community Center and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Present:

Commissioners Arendshorst, Hamrick, Pachla, Schwartz, Schulz, Wessely and Mayor Favale

Absent:

None.

Also Present:

City Manager Charles; Deputy City Manager LaFave; City Attorney Huff; City Clerk
Parmenter; Zoning Administrator Gianotti; Parks & Recreation Director Melville; Finance
Director Seath.

2022-128.

The agenda was approved as submitted.

2022-129.

Public comment: None.

2022-130.

Mayor and Commission comment:
Commissioner Schwartz, Commissioner Arendshorst, Commissioner Hamrick and Commissioner
Schulz encouraged citizens to get out and vote Tuesday.
Commissioner Pachla mentioned the absentee ballot process and the great job that is done by staff to
keep everything secure.
Mayor Favale thanked staff for the work they do for the elections.
City Manager Charles mentioned the election tomorrow, the Hall Street project, reminded everyone
that about the playground survey that ends August 3rd and spoke about the criminal activity in the area
reminding everyone to lock their doors.

2022-131.

Site Plan approval request of Valentino Designs for 1761 & 1779 Breton Road.
Paul LaBlanc reviewed the project. The project is being done under the Michigan Site Condo Act. He
stated that they would be single family homes. There were three site plans submitted during the review
process to accommodate revisions and requirements.
Commissioner Schulz questioned if there would be an HOA associated with this project. The response
was that there would be.
Zoning Administrator Gianotti stated that it would be a normal subdivision. He reviewed the process the
project has been through. All the lots would conform to the zoning ordinance. It is a modest number of
lots, but it is also the greatest number of lots feasible for the site.
Commissioner Pachla asked about pedestrian safety and where Elinor is relative to a crosswalk. Also
wanted to know if Lot 7 was conforming with the required setbacks.
Commissioners questioned the increased traffic in the area.
Deputy City Manager LaFave noted that the area is currently in a que for improvements, and it would
be coordinated with Grand Rapids.

2022-131-A Arendshorst-Schulz. Motion to approve the site plan as presented
Michael Valentino, Valentino Designs, Inc., spoke to changes that had made to the plans throughout
the process. He has spoken to individuals regarding their concerns. He noted that 1029 Pinecrest will
be one of the models going in the development and that it was a parade home. He encouraged everyone
to take a look at it.
William Andrus, 1779 Asbury Rd, asked if East Grand Rapids will have any say as to the aesthetics of
the property. He would like a committee consisting of citizens and an architect to review aesthetics.
Randy Flood, 1764 Whitfield, is concerned with the traffic congestion that already exists.
Kevin Brandt, 2960 Oakwood, is in support of the development although he did have concerns about
traffic.
David Neuhaus, 1771 Whitfield Rd, noted that the plans looked great and he is sure the homes will be
beautiful. He is concerned about the traffic with five lanes going down to two lanes.
Jennifer Steiner, 1749 Breton Rd, spoke about the crosswalk at Englewood and putting more pressure
on it.
Kris Andrus, 1779 Asbury Rd, asked about placing a traffic light in the area of concern.
Mike Prange, 1757 Breton, noted he is one of the closest neighbors to the development. He was very
stressed after hearing about it but he feels much better after speaking to his Commissioner, Zoning
Administrator Gianotti and Michael Valentino. He is concerned about security lights in backyards that
shine in windows.
William Andrus, 1779 Andrus, noted that seven acres of trees were taken down. He would like a
schedule of events and timelines for the project.
Commissioner Pachla asked about lighting.
Zoning Administrator Gianotti noted that lighting is limited, mercury vapor lights were prohibited, and
lights must point downward.
Commissioner Schulz asked if there had been discussions about a traffic light in the area.
Deputy City Manager LaFave noted that the area has to meet certain criteria to have a light installed.
This area has not met this yet.
Mayor Favale asked about talks with Grand Rapids regarding traffic.
Commissioner Hamrick questioned the lighting ordinance.
Commissioner Wessely questioned the traffic impact of this project. It was noted that it was a minimal
impact.
Commissioner Arendshorst noted that it was a good way to turn a nonconforming structure into
multiple conforming lots.
Commission Hamrick asked if there was a crossing guard at the Englewood cross walk during the
school year. It was noted that there was.
Yeas: Arendshorst, Hamrick, Pachla, Schulz, Schwartz, Wessely and Favale – 7
Nays: -0-

2022-132.

Consider installation of speed cushions for traffic calming on Woodlawn Avenue.
Deputy City Manager LaFave gave a recap of the request.
Commissioner Arendshorst asked at what speeds you can go over the cushions.
Mayor Favale asked about the timeline once the request was approved and what if the process does not
work.
City Manager LaFave noted that it would take a couple weeks to implement once the request is
approved.

2022-132-A.

Pachla-Wessely. That the installation of speed cushions for traffic calming on Woodlawn Avenue
be approved as presented.

Yeas:
Nays:
2022-133.

Arendshorst, Hamrick, Pachla, Schulz, Schwartz, Wessely and Favale – 7
-0-

Public Safety quarterly report for period ending June 30, 2022.
Public Safety Director Herald highlighted his report going over the statistics.
Commissioner Schulz encouraged students not to park in business district.
Commissioner Arendshorst likes the increased foot patrols.
Mayor Favale noted the increased patrols in the evenings and early mornings.

2022-134.

Preliminary quarterly financials.
City Manager Charles spoke regarding the financials. He noted that the city is ending stronger than
projected. He noted, that along with Finance Director Seath, they would be taking a deeper dive into
the budget to find where the savings came from.

2022-135.

Public Safety server room relocation.
Finance Director Seath recapped the request and the reason for the relocation being a water leak issue.

2022-135-A.

Arendshorst-Pachla. To approve the relocation of the Public Safety server room as presented.

Yeas:
Nays:
2022-136.

Arendshorst, Hamrick, Pachla, Schulz, Schwartz, Wessely and Favale – 7
-0-

Wessely-Hamrick. To approve the consent agenda as follows:

2022-136-A.

Minutes of the regular meeting held July 18, 2022.

2022-136-B.

Receipt of communications.

2022-136-C.

Disbursement of funds: payroll disbursements of $262,595.83; county and school disbursements
of $2,496,354.18, and total remaining disbursements of $237,564.75.

2022-136-D.

Preliminary minutes of the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting held on May 25, 2022.

The meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m., subject to the call of the Mayor until August 15, 2022.
____________________________________
Lori A Parmenter, City Clerk
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Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michelle Brown <michelle.delana.brown@gmail.com>
Monday, August 1, 2022 10:16 AM
Public Input
small nature-focused play area at Waterfront park

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Waterfront park is so pretty and has a calming experience with its nature focus. A small play structure that is nature
focused would be a very nice addition to the park to appeal to children too. My idea is a log to crawl through, stumps to
hop on and a small climbing rock-looking play structure. If there is a way to incorporate visual learning aids into the
playground that waterfront park is all about would be great, such as pollinators, wetland wildlife, and native species.
I included a link and a photo for ideas…

https://www.premierparkplay.com/natural-playground-equipment
Thank you for considering...
Michelle Brown
538 Lovett Ave
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CITY OFEAST

GRAND RAPIDS

750 LAKESIDE DRIVE SE • EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49506
(616) 940-4817

www.eastgr.org

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:

Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners
Lori Parmenter, City Clerk
August 8, 2022

RE:

Notes from Bill Andrus

Attached are the notes from Bill Andrus that were turned in during the City Commission meeting held on
August 1, 2022.

City of East Grand Rapids
Agenda of the City Commission
Voucher Run Summary Aug 15, 2022
CHECKS #135546-135613 ACH #705781-705847
GL Number

Invoice Line Desc

Vendor

Invoice Description

Fund 101 GENERAL FUND
Dept 000
101-000-0380.00 ACCOMMODATION PURCHASES MICHAEL BEUSSE
Total For Dept 000

$
$

140.96
140.96

705830

VITAL RECORDS CONTROL
OFFSITE STORAGE-CITY HALL
AMERICAN LEGAL PUBLISHING CO ORDINANCE PUB
AMERICAN LEGAL PUBLISHING CO ORDINANCE PUB
Total For Dept 172 CITY MANAGER

$
$
$
$

159.38
19.50
235.60
414.48

135577
135585
135585

CDW GOVERNMENT INC
CDW GOVERNMENT INC
Total For Dept 192 ELECTIONS

$
$
$

706.38
5,441.22
6,147.60

135589
135589

Dept 209 ASSESSOR
101-209-9560.00 DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS
KENT COUNTY ASSN/ASSESSING O TRAINING/S HAYES
$
101-209-9570.00 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT MID-MI ASSN OF ASSESSING OFFICMMAAO/SEPT MTG/S HAYES & R CHRISTOFFERSEN $
Total For Dept 209 ASSESSOR
$

25.00
40.00
65.00

135568
135570

Dept 172 CITY MANAGER
101-172-8010.23 OFF-SITE STORAGE
101-172-8010.25 MISCELLANEOUS
101-172-8010.25 MISCELLANEOUS

Dept 192 ELECTIONS
101-192-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
101-192-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES

Dept 210 CITY ATTORNEY
101-210-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES

Dept 260 FINANCE
101-260-7400.00
101-260-7400.00
101-260-7400.00
101-260-7410.00

OPERATING SUPPLIES
OPERATING SUPPLIES
OPERATING SUPPLIES
POSTAGE

PR PYMT/BANK RET'D ORG

Amount Check #

EBP LAPTOPS/EXT WARRANTY/ELECTIONS
EPB LAPTOPS/ELECTIONS

VARNUM LLP
LEGAL SERVICES/MONTHLY
Total For Dept 210 CITY ATTORNEY

$
$

14,800.00
14,800.00

135606

PRINTING PRODUCTIONS INK
PRINTING PRODUCTIONS INK
FIRST CHOICE COFFEE SERVICES
KENT COMMUNICATIONS INC

$
$
$
$

339.00
382.50
135.45
134.95

135612
135612
705790
135558

#10 ENVELOPES
#10 ENVELOPES/CITY HALL & WATER BILLS
COFFEE ORDER
POSTAGE/MAY-JULY
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CHECKS #135546-135613 ACH #705781-705847
GL Number
101-260-7410.00
101-260-7410.00
101-260-8010.00
101-260-8010.00
101-260-8010.00
101-260-8010.00
101-260-8010.00
101-260-8010.00
101-260-9300.00
101-260-9320.00

Invoice Line Desc
POSTAGE
POSTAGE
CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
COMPUTER REPAIR

Vendor
Invoice Description
KENT COMMUNICATIONS INC
NON PROFIT POSTAGE/BALLOTS
KENT COMMUNICATIONS INC
POSTAGE
AT&T MOBILITY
PUBLIC WIFI ACCESS POINTS
I3 BUSINESS SOLUTIONS LLC
IT MONITORING SVC
KENT COMMUNICATIONS INC
STAX 2022 BILLING
CORPORATE TECHNOLOGIES LLC PROTECT BACKUP SVC
BS&A SOFTWARE
ANNUAL SYSTEM SVC/SUPPORT-22/23
REHMANN TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIO EMAIL ARCHIVES SUPPORT/SVC
COMCAST CABLE
PHONE/INTERNET SVC
CDW GOVERNMENT INC
POWER STRIP
Total For Dept 260 FINANCE

Dept 265 CITY BUILDINGS
101-265-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
GRAINGER INC
HAND PUMP/PS LAUNDRY
101-265-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
ROBBINS LOCK SHOP INC
DUP KEY/LIBRARY
101-265-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
CUSTER WORKPLACE INTERIORS OFFICE CHAIRS /PW BLDG
101-265-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
FASTSIGNS OF GRAND RAPIDS
BIKE RACK SIGNS
101-265-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
SHERWIN WILLIAMS CO
ANTI-GRAFFITI PAINT/LIFT STATION
101-265-7400.06 OFFICE SUPPLIES
STAPLES
SUPPLIES/DPW ADMIN
101-265-7400.06 OFFICE SUPPLIES
STAPLES
SUPPLIES/DPW ADMIN
101-265-7400.06 OFFICE SUPPLIES
STAPLES
SUPPLIES/PLOTTER & DPW ADMIN
101-265-8010.02 UNIFORMS
MODEL COVERALL SERVICE INC DPW UNIFORM RENTAL/MONTHLY
101-265-8010.05 HVAC PM AGREEMENT
PLEUNE SERVICE COMPANY INC PREV MAINT PW
101-265-8010.05 HVAC PM AGREEMENT
PLEUNE SERVICE COMPANY INC HVAC PREV MAINT CONTRACT
101-265-8010.05 HVAC PM AGREEMENT
PLEUNE SERVICE COMPANY INC HVAC PREV MAINT CONTRACT
101-265-8010.31 LIGHTING - R/M
GR ELECTRIC INC
LIGHT REPLACEMENTS/LED CONVERSION
101-265-8010.33 WEALTHY POOL
PLEUNE SERVICE COMPANY INC PREVENTATIVE MAINT
101-265-8010.35 GENERAL BUILDING/COM CENTE FASTSIGNS OF GRAND RAPIDS
STREET REPAIR/DPW COMPLEX
101-265-8010.35 GENERAL BUILDING/COM CENTE KERKSTRA SEPTIC TANK CLEANING PS GREASE TRAP CLEANING
101-265-8010.35 GENERAL BUILDING/COM CENTE ANDREW SCHUT
WEATHER STATION SVC
101-265-9210.00 GAS SERVICE
DTE ENERGY
GAS BILLING-JUN/JUL
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$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Amount
13.40
5.10
138.69
1,070.00
969.61
600.00
5,692.00
1,317.00
228.90
78.64
11,105.24

Check #
135551
135578
135548
135550
135551
705786
135588
705843
135591
705810

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

25.78
7.30
3,021.30
183.24
184.69
23.86
20.97
38.35
44.88
721.10
638.62
1,100.00
738.00
987.18
897.00
140.00
54.55
1,067.66

135566
135574
135592
135596
135604
135555
135555
135575
705839
705814
705814
705842
705806
705814
135549
135563
135586
705828
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CHECKS #135546-135613 ACH #705781-705847
GL Number
101-265-9220.00
101-265-9240.00
101-265-9240.00
101-265-9240.00
101-265-9240.00

Invoice Line Desc
ELECTRIC SERVICE
TELEPHONE SERVICE + CELL
TELEPHONE SERVICE
TELEPHONE SERVICE + CELL
TELEPHONE SERVICE + CELL

Dept 345 PUBLIC SAFETY
101-345-7400.03 COMMUNITY POLICING
101-345-7400.03 COMMUNITY POLICING
101-345-7400.03 COMMUNITY POLICING
101-345-7400.07 MISC. OPERATING
101-345-7400.07 MISC. OPERATING
101-345-7400.07 MISC. OPERATING
101-345-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-345-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-345-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-345-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-345-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-345-9570.00 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
101-345-9570.00 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
101-345-9570.00 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
101-345-9570.00 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Dept 371 ZONING ADMINISTRATION
101-371-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
101-371-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
101-371-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES

Vendor
Invoice Description
CONSUMERS ENERGY
ELECTRIC SERVICE-6.14-7.24
COMCAST CABLE
PHONE/INTERNET SVC
VERIZON (3)
PHONES/PRIVATE CIRCUIT
VERIZON WIRELESS
IN-CAR WIRELESS DEVICES/ON CALL PHONES
NEXVORTEX
PHONE SVC/MONTHLY
Total For Dept 265 CITY BUILDINGS

$
$
$
$
$
$

Amount
1,261.08
269.31
505.62
86.04
577.58
12,594.11

Check #
705832
135591
135607
135608
705840

ALERT-ALL CORP
KEY CHAINS
ALERT-ALL CORP
GLOW CUPS
ALERT-ALL CORP
FIRE HATS
VITAL RECORDS CONTROL
OFFSITE STORAGE-PS
BATTERIES PLUS
BATTERIES
STATE OF MICHIGAN-MI STATE PO SOR FEES
CAR WASH PARTNERS INC
CAR WASH/PS/FEB 2022
COMCAST CABLE
CABLE SVC/AUG 2022
VERIZON WIRELESS
IN-CAR WIRELESS DEVICES/ON CALL PHONES
CORE TECHNOLOGY CORP
CORE TECH SUPPORT/ANNUAL
SPECTRUM HEALTH OCCUPATIONAEMP SCREEN/A BOROWSKI
BRIAN DURAN
FIRE ACADEMY TRAINING/LUNCHES
BRIAN DURAN
FIRE ACADEMY TRAINING/LUNCHES
BRIAN DURAN
FIRE ACADEMY TRAINING/LUNCHES
ANTONIO PEREZ
FIRE ACADEMY TRAINING/LUNCHES
Total For Dept 345 PUBLIC SAFETY

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

325.00
330.00
390.00
117.95
88.36
30.00
66.50
165.60
417.13
22,985.00
46.00
68.00
64.00
48.00
64.00
25,205.54

135547
135547
135547
135577
135587
135605
705813
135564
135608
705833
705846
705789
705811
705811
705812

DIMENSION GRAPHICS INC
NAMEPLATES/PAUSCH & ROSMARIN
MLIVE MEDIA GROUP
LEGAL AD/ELINOR LN
PLB PLANNING GROUP LLC
PLANNING SVC/JULY
Total For Dept 371 ZONING ADMINISTRATION

$
$
$
$

33.90
116.82
360.00
510.72

135565
135571
705841
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GL Number
Invoice Line Desc
Dept 447 CITY ENGINEERING
101-447-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES

Dept 448 STREET LIGHTING
101-448-9220.00 ELECTRIC SERVICE

Dept 485 GASLIGHT VILLAGE BUSINESS DISTRICT
101-485-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
101-485-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
101-485-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
101-485-9210.00 GAS SERVICE
101-485-9220.00 ELECTRIC SERVICE
101-485-9300.00 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Vendor

Invoice Description

SPECTRUM HEALTH OCCUPATIONAEMPLOYEE SCREENING/K WILEY
Total For Dept 447 CITY ENGINEERING

$
$

46.00
46.00

705846

CONSUMERS ENERGY
ELECTRIC SERVICE-6.14-7.24
Total For Dept 448 STREET LIGHTING

$
$

4,378.00
4,378.00

705832

FASTSIGNS OF GRAND RAPIDS
BIKE RACK SIGNS
GLOBAL EQUIPMENT CO
BIKE RACK/LAKESIDE-GASLIGHT
GLOBAL EQUIPMENT CO
VERT BIKE RACK/GASLIGHT VILL
DTE ENERGY
GAS BILLING-JUN/JUL
CONSUMERS ENERGY
ELECTRIC SERVICE-6.14-7.24
GRAINGER INC
BUS SHELTER PARTS/REPAIRS
Total For Dept 485 GASLIGHT VILLAGE BUSINESS DISTRICT

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

183.24
225.95
751.57
1,373.74
294.64
1,137.41
3,966.55

135596
135597
135597
705828
705832
135598

$
$

120.00
120.00

135583

PLM LAKE & LAND MANAGEMENT REED LK TREATMENT
Total For Dept 621 LAKE TREATMENT

$
$

6,120.60
6,120.60

135573

STAPLES
DIMENSION GRAPHICS INC
CHARLEVOIX AREA HOSPITAL
CDW GOVERNMENT INC
Total For Dept 751 RECREATION

$
$
$
$
$

45.45
34.91
58.00
997.84
1,136.20

135575
135593
135557
705831

Dept 601 RECREATION REVENUE
101-601-6110.00 RECREATION PROGRAMMING FE LISA BROWN
REFUND/PARKS CREDIT
Total For Dept 601 RECREATION REVENUE
Dept 621 LAKE TREATMENT
101-621-8010.10 LAKE SAMPLING/TREATMENT

Dept 751 RECREATION
101-751-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
101-751-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
101-751-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-751-9300.00 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Amount Check #

SUPPLIES/PLOTTER & DPW ADMIN
NAME PLATES
DRUG SCREEN/D CLAPP
REC MARKETING
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City of East Grand Rapids
Agenda of the City Commission
Voucher Run Summary Aug 15, 2022
CHECKS #135546-135613 ACH #705781-705847
GL Number

Invoice Line Desc

Dept 756 POOL PROGRAMS
101-756-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-756-8090.00 JOINT FACILITIES AGREEMENT

Dept 771 TREE MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL
101-771-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES

Dept 775 SPECIAL EVENTS
101-775-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
101-775-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES

Dept 777 RECREATION PROGRAMMING
101-777-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
101-777-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
101-777-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
101-777-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-777-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-777-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-777-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-777-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-777-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-777-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-777-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-777-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-777-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-777-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES

Vendor

Invoice Description

Amount Check #

DTE ENERGY
GAS BILLING-WP
EGR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
JT FACILITIES POOL DEC-MAY 2022
Total For Dept 756 POOL PROGRAMS

$
$
$

405.30
54,010.86
54,416.16

705828
705804

DAVEY RESOURCE GROUP
FORESTRY/MONTHLY
Total For Dept 771 TREE MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL

$
$

625.00
625.00

705788

ELIZABETH GRANSTRA
RLR/FACEBOOK ADS
SWANK MOTION PICTURES INC MOVIE/JULY 22
Total For Dept 775 SPECIAL EVENTS

$
$
$

11.15
465.00
476.15

705847
135556

LENA MCDONOUGH
REIMB/THEATER CAMP SUPPLIES
PAMELA E SLATER
REIMB/THEATRE GROUP TREATS
PAMELA E SLATER
SAFETY TOWN SUPPLIES
CULTIVATE
ART CLASS JUNE 27-30
CULTIVATE
ART CLASS JUNE 6-9
CULTIVATE
ART CLASS JULY 18-21
CULTIVATE
ART CLASS JULY 11-14
PIATT BRICKZ LLC
BRICKS 4 KIDZ
CULTIVATE
ART CLASSES/JULY 25-28
PEACEFUL DRAGONS LLC
PEACEFUL DRAGONS Y SELF DEF CLASS
PIATT BRICKZ LLC
BRICKS FOR KIDS
PIATT BRICKZ LLC
BRICKS 4 KIDS
AMPED REALITY
AR/INTRO TO TECH
RIVERSIDE GUITAR SCHOOL
GUITAR CLASS
Total For Dept 777 RECREATION PROGRAMMING

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

158.38
14.96
6.00
652.00
1,105.00
1,348.00
1,472.00
2,980.00
1,455.00
592.50
2,070.00
770.00
650.00
300.00
13,573.84

135600
705845
705845
705803
705803
705787
705787
135579
705818
135602
135603
135603
705829
705844
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City of East Grand Rapids
Agenda of the City Commission
Voucher Run Summary Aug 15, 2022
CHECKS #135546-135613 ACH #705781-705847
GL Number

Invoice Line Desc

Dept 778 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
101-778-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
101-778-8080.00 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
101-778-8080.00 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
101-778-9300.00 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
101-778-9300.00 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Dept 779 RECREATION SPORTS
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES
101-779-7080.00 CONTRACTUAL WAGES

Vendor

Invoice Description

Amount Check #

MODEL COVERALL SERVICE INC UNIFORM RENTAL/GROUNDS MAINT
PIONEER MANUFACTURING COMPACCT#EA1811/FIELD STRIPING
EASTERN FLORAL
PLANTSCAPE-AUG
RAYMER WATER SUPPLY CONTRACSPRINKLER REPAIRS
RAYMER WATER SUPPLY CONTRACSPRINKLER REPAIRS
Total For Dept 778 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

$
$
$
$
$
$

11.20
3,374.20
85.00
682.00
460.00
4,612.40

705839
135611
135594
135613
135613

JORGE ALCAZAR-JIMENEZ
FRANCISCO ARVIZU
NOE BERNARDINO
RACHEL HARTH
JENARO SALGADO MARQUEZ
GENOVEVO RANGEL
JULIO R REYES
IVAN ROJAS-GALLEGOS
JUAN SEIDEL
CAROLINE NICOLE SERKAIAN
SAAD SHAKIR
ENRIQUE SOLIS
NARA SUNUWAR
FERNANDO VILLAGOMEZ
JORGE ALCAZAR-JIMENEZ
FRANCISCO ARVIZU
NOE BERNARDINO
RACHEL HARTH
JENARO SALGADO MARQUEZ
GENOVEVO RANGEL
JULIO R REYES

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

180.00
180.00
120.00
120.00
180.00
400.00
120.00
300.00
120.00
120.00
360.00
120.00
120.00
120.00
180.00
180.00
180.00
120.00
180.00
300.00
120.00

705783
705784
705785
705791
705793
705794
705795
705796
705797
705798
705799
705800
705801
705802
705815
705816
705817
705819
705820
705821
705822

SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
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City of East Grand Rapids
Agenda of the City Commission
Voucher Run Summary Aug 15, 2022
CHECKS #135546-135613 ACH #705781-705847
GL Number
101-779-7080.00
101-779-7080.00
101-779-7080.00
101-779-7080.00
101-779-7080.00
101-779-8010.00

Invoice Line Desc
CONTRACTUAL WAGES
CONTRACTUAL WAGES
CONTRACTUAL WAGES
CONTRACTUAL WAGES
CONTRACTUAL WAGES
CONTRACTUAL SERVICES

Dept 781 MIDDLE SCHOOL SPORTS
101-781-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES

Dept 783 AQUATIC CLUB (WAVES)
101-783-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
101-783-8090.00 JOINT FACILITIES AGREEMENT

Dept 875 GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
101-875-9300.00 INSURANCE CLAIMS
101-875-9300.00 INSURANCE CLAIMS

Fund 202 MAJOR STREET FUND
Dept 447 CITY ENGINEERING
202-447-9550.00 MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE

Vendor
Invoice Description
IVAN ROJAS-GALLEGOS
SOCCER OFFICIAL
JUAN SEIDEL
SOCCER OFFICIAL
SAAD SHAKIR
SOCCER OFFICIAL
ENRIQUE SOLIS
SOCCER OFFICIAL
FERNANDO VILLAGOMEZ
SOCCER OFFICIAL
READINESS TRAINING LLC
MIGHTY KICKS/JULY
Total For Dept 779 RECREATION SPORTS

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

SPECTRUM HEALTH OCCUPATIONADRUG EMP SCREEN/AUGUSTINE, BLOCHER, DESHA $
Total For Dept 781 MIDDLE SCHOOL SPORTS
$

Amount
180.00
360.00
480.00
180.00
120.00
7,440.00
12,580.00

Check #
705823
705824
705825
705826
705827
135553

36.00
36.00

705846

DTE ENERGY
GAS BILLING-WP
EGR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
JT FACILITIES POOL DEC-MAY 2022
Total For Dept 783 AQUATIC CLUB (WAVES)

$
$
$

95.08
38,641.12
38,736.20

705828
705804

MICHIGAN CAT
LEADER #109 CONSENSOR PTS/INS CLAIM
MICHIGAN CAT
LEADER #109/INS CLAIM
Total For Dept 875 GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

$
$
$

416.81
880.48
1,297.29

135601
135601

Total For Fund 101 GENERAL FUND

$

213,104.04

STAPLES
SUPPLIES/PLOTTER & DPW ADMIN
Total For Dept 447 CITY ENGINEERING

$
$

45.45
45.45

135575

$

5,467.00

705805

Dept 451 STREET CONSTRUCTION
202-451-9730.00 STREET CONSTRUCTION EXPENSEEJ USA INC

ADA PLATES
Page 7 of 12

City of East Grand Rapids
Agenda of the City Commission
Voucher Run Summary Aug 15, 2022
CHECKS #135546-135613 ACH #705781-705847
GL Number
202-451-9730.22

Invoice Line Desc
HALL ST (LAKE TO WILSHIRE)

Vendor
Invoice Description
SCHEPERS LAWN SPRINKLING INC HALL ST PROJECT
Total For Dept 451 STREET CONSTRUCTION

$
$

Amount Check #
121.00 135554
5,588.00

Dept 463 ROUTINE MAINTENANCE
202-463-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
KENT COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONMASTIC/STREET MAINT
202-463-8010.02 UNIFORMS
MODEL COVERALL SERVICE INC DPW UNIFORM RENTAL/MONTHLY
202-463-9700.07 MANHOLE CASTING REPLACEME HAVENER PROPERTIES LLC
STRUCTURE REHAB PROGS
202-463-9700.07 MANHOLE CASTING REPLACEME HAVENER PROPERTIES LLC
STRUCTURE REHAB PROGS
Total For Dept 463 ROUTINE MAINTENANCE

$
$
$
$
$

10,048.67
44.88
12,000.00
75,980.00
98,073.55

135610
705839
135609
135609

Dept 474 TRAFFIC SERVICES
202-474-8010.12 GR, KENT CNTY, CONSUMERS, SIGVERIZON WIRELESS
TRAFFIC SIGNAL WIRELESS
202-474-8010.12 GR, KENT CNTY, CONSUMERS, SIGCONSUMERS ENERGY
ELECTRIC SERVICE-6.14-7.24
202-474-9701.00 SMALL CAPITAL
LED LIGHTING SOLUTIONS
RSFS/BOSTON
Total For Dept 474 TRAFFIC SERVICES

$
$
$
$

175.14
1,979.68
3,024.99
5,179.81

135576
705832
135599

Total For Fund 202 MAJOR STREET FUND

$

108,886.81

CHRIS POSTHUMUS
IRRIGATION REPAIRS
Total For Dept 451 STREET CONSTRUCTION

$
$

216.25
216.25

135590

AJZ CONSTRUCTION
RIDGEWOOD SIDEWALK REPAIRS
MODEL COVERALL SERVICE INC DPW UNIFORM RENTAL/MONTHLY
HAVENER PROPERTIES LLC
STRUCTURE REHAB PROGS
Total For Dept 463 ROUTINE MAINTENANCE

$
$
$
$

3,450.00
44.87
7,020.00
10,514.87

135584
705839
135609

Total For Fund 203 LOCAL STREET FUND

$

10,731.12

Fund 203 LOCAL STREET FUND
Dept 451 STREET CONSTRUCTION
203-451-9730.02 OTHER STREET EXPENDITURES

Dept 463 ROUTINE MAINTENANCE
203-463-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
203-463-8010.02 UNIFORMS
203-463-9700.00 CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
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City of East Grand Rapids
Agenda of the City Commission
Voucher Run Summary Aug 15, 2022
CHECKS #135546-135613 ACH #705781-705847
GL Number

Invoice Line Desc

Fund 592 WATER & SEWER FUND
Dept 000
592-000-0180.00 Water, Residential
592-000-0180.00 Water, Residential
592-000-0180.00 Water, Residential

Dept 542 MAINS AND HYDRANTS
592-542-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
592-542-8010.02 UNIFORMS
592-542-8170.00 BULK SUPPLY - WATER
592-542-9700.00 CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
592-542-9700.00 CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
592-542-9700.00 CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
592-542-9700.00 CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
592-542-9700.00 CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

Dept 545 METER READING AND COLLECTING
592-545-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES
592-545-7400.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES

Dept 550 SEWER EXPENDITURES
592-550-7400.25 SEWER MAIN MTRL & ACCESS
592-550-8010.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES
592-550-8010.02 UNIFORMS
592-550-8175.00 BULK SUPPLY - SEWER
592-550-9210.00 GAS SERVICE
592-550-9220.00 ELECTRIC SERVICE

Vendor

Invoice Description

MORIN, JOAN
HILBER, JOHN & CHARLOTTE
FEHSENFELD, WILLIAM
Total For Dept 000

UB refund for account: ANDE-002139-0000UB refund for account: ARGE-002164-0000UB refund for account: KBER-001103-0000-

Amount Check #

$
$
$
$

114.28
7.05
50.50
171.83

135546
135581
135582

VERIZON WIRELESS
IN-CAR WIRELESS DEVICES/ON CALL PHONES
MODEL COVERALL SERVICE INC DPW UNIFORM RENTAL/MONTHLY
GRAND RAPIDS CITY TREASURER W/S SERVICES-MAY-JUN 2022
GRAND RAPIDS GRAVEL COMPANYCIPP WATERMAIN PROJECT
M&K CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY LLC CIPP WATERMAIN PROJ
M&K CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY LLC CIPP PROJECT
M&K CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY LLC CIPP PROJECT
MUNICIPAL SUPPLY CO
WATERMAIN CIPP
Total For Dept 542 MAINS AND HYDRANTS

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

128.43
44.88
96,669.27
657.78
2,789.84
4,924.30
4,196.08
6,051.12
115,461.70

135608
705839
705807
135567
135569
135569
135569
135572

PRINTING PRODUCTIONS INK
#10 ENVELOPES/CITY HALL & WATER BILLS
KENT COMMUNICATIONS INC
UB POSTAGE/AUG
Total For Dept 545 METER READING AND COLLECTING

$
$
$

382.50
1,200.00
1,582.50

135612
135578

ETNA SUPPLY COMPANY
VERIZON WIRELESS
MODEL COVERALL SERVICE INC
GRAND RAPIDS CITY TREASURER
DTE ENERGY
CONSUMERS ENERGY

$
$
$
$
$
$

255.00
128.40
44.87
101,038.32
58.86
2,041.76

135595
135608
705839
705807
705828
705832

SEWER PARTS
IN-CAR WIRELESS DEVICES/ON CALL PHONES
DPW UNIFORM RENTAL/MONTHLY
W/S SERVICES-MAY-JUN 2022
GAS BILLING-JUN/JUL
ELECTRIC SERVICE-6.14-7.24
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City of East Grand Rapids
Agenda of the City Commission
Voucher Run Summary Aug 15, 2022
CHECKS #135546-135613 ACH #705781-705847
GL Number

Invoice Line Desc

Vendor
Invoice Description
Total For Dept 550 SEWER EXPENDITURES

$

Amount Check #
103,567.21

Total For Fund 592 WATER & SEWER FUND

$

220,783.24

$
$
$

1,218.31
1,279.30
2,497.61

Total For Fund 677 HEALTH CARE FUND

$

2,497.61

LINE-X OF GRAND RAPIDS
DECKED DRAWER SYS/#152
FIRST CHOICE COFFEE SERVICES COFFEE ORDER
AIRGAS USA LLC
WELDING MATERIAL
SPECTRUM HEALTH OCCUPATIONADRUG EMP SCREEN/AUGUSTINE, BLOCHER, DESHA
FUEL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
FUEL PURCHASE/PS
VAN MANEN PETROLEUM GROUP FUEL/CITY VEHICLES
VAN MANEN PETROLEUM GROUP FUEL/CITY VEHICLES
VAN MANEN PETROLEUM GROUP FUEL/CITY VEHICLES
VAN MANEN PETROLEUM GROUP FUEL/CITY VEHICLES
Total For Dept 570 MOTOR EQUIPMENT EXPENDITURES

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2,074.98
64.43
307.49
352.00
285.37
1,849.84
1,422.69
1,527.49
1,984.35
9,868.64

Total For Fund 692 MOTOR EQUIPMENT REVOLVING FUND

$

9,868.64

KENT COUNTY TREASURER

$ 1,274,893.52

Fund 677 HEALTH CARE FUND
Dept 852 HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION
677-852-8310.00 LIFE AND AD&D INS. PREMIUM MADISON NATIONAL LIFE INS CO I LTD & LIFE INS PREMIUMS-AUG
677-852-8370.00 LTD INSURANCE PREMIUMS
MADISON NATIONAL LIFE INS CO I LTD & LIFE INS PREMIUMS-AUG
Total For Dept 852 HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION

Fund 692 MOTOR EQUIPMENT REVOLVING FUND
Dept 570 MOTOR EQUIPMENT EXPENDITURES
692-570-7540.00 OP. SUP - PARTS
692-570-7590.00 OP. SUP - GARAGE
692-570-7590.00 OP. SUP - GARAGE
692-570-7590.00 OP. SUP - GARAGE
692-570-7620.00 OP. SUP - UL GAS
692-570-7620.00 OP. SUP - UL GAS
692-570-7620.00 OP. SUP - UL GAS
692-570-7630.00 OP. SUP - DIESEL FUEL
692-570-7630.00 OP. SUP - DIESEL FUEL

Fund 701 TAX FUND
Dept 000
701-000-2181.00 DUE TO SET

CUR TAX 7.16.22-7.31.22
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705792
705792

135552
705790
705809
705846
705781
705782
705808
705782
705808

705837

City of East Grand Rapids
Agenda of the City Commission
Voucher Run Summary Aug 15, 2022
CHECKS #135546-135613 ACH #705781-705847
GL Number
701-000-2191.00
701-000-2221.00
701-000-2251.00
701-000-2341.00
701-000-2351.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00
701-000-2750.00

Invoice Line Desc
DUE TO ITP
DUE TO COUNTY
DUE TO EGR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
DUE TO KISD
DUE TO GRCC
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS
DUE TO TAXPAYERS

Vendor
Invoice Description
INTERURBAN TRANSIT PARTNERS CUR TAX 7.16.22-7.31.22
KENT COUNTY TREASURER
CUR TAX 7.16.22-7.31.22
EGR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
CUR TAX 7.16.22-7.31.22
KENT INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTCUR TAX 7.16.22-7.31.22
GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY COLL CUR TAX 7.16.22-7.31.22
HEROLD WILLIAM N JR TRUST
2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-14-33-255-011
LAKE MICHIGAN CREDIT UNION 2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-14-34-355-032
LAKE MICHIGAN CREDIT UNION 2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-18-03-183-012
LAKE MICHIGAN CREDIT UNION 2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-18-03-226-028
LAKE MICHIGAN CREDIT UNION 2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-14-33-309-030
LAKE MICHIGAN CREDIT UNION 2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-14-34-327-020
LERETA LLC
2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-14-33-357-014
LERETA
2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-18-03-155-011
LERETA
2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-18-03-328-065
CORELOGIC CENTRALIZED REFUND2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-14-33-154-001
CORELOGIC CENTRALIZED REFUND2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-18-03-126-001
CORELOGIC CENTRALIZED REFUND2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-18-03-128-008
CORELOGIC CENTRALIZED REFUND2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-18-03-204-003
CORELOGIC CENTRALIZED REFUND2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-18-03-260-012
CORELOGIC CENTRALIZED REFUND2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-18-04-231-008
CORELOGIC CENTRALIZED REFUND2022 Sum Tax Refund 41-18-03-258-008
Total For Dept 000

Amount
$ 299,043.34
$ 877,761.62
$ 2,874,850.70
$ 1,156,900.14
$ 363,021.98
$
2,523.31
$
5,614.03
$
6,732.92
$
9,379.22
$
15,149.80
$
11,220.21
$
2,872.24
$
5,285.52
$
6,223.42
$
6,665.99
$
6,248.74
$
7,156.12
$
5,344.05
$
12,464.73
$
6,833.59
$
6,937.84
$ 6,963,123.03

Total For Fund 701 TAX FUND

$ 6,963,123.03

Fund Totals:

Fund 101 GENERAL FUND
Fund 202 MAJOR STREET FUND
Fund 203 LOCAL STREET FUND
Fund 592 WATER & SEWER FUND
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$
$
$
$

213,104.04
108,886.81
10,731.12
220,783.24

Check #
705836
705837
705834
705838
705835
135559
135560
135560
135560
135560
135560
135561
135562
135562
135580
135580
135580
135580
135580
135580
135580

City of East Grand Rapids
Agenda of the City Commission
Voucher Run Summary Aug 15, 2022
CHECKS #135546-135613 ACH #705781-705847
GL Number

Invoice Line Desc

Vendor

Invoice Description
Amount Check #
Fund 677 HEALTH CARE FUND
$
2,497.61
Fund 692 MOTOR EQUIPMENT REVOLVING FUND $
9,868.64
Fund 701 TAX FUND
$ 6,963,123.03
Total For All Funds:
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$ 7,528,994.49

City of East Grand Rapids
Agenda of the City Commission
Voucher Run Summary August 15, 2022
CHECKS #135546-135613 ACH #705781 -705847
Finance Cmte Date
8/15/2022

Commission Member
Marc Schulz

Voucher Total
$7,528,994.49

Kris Pachla
Karey Hamrick
Alternate:
Alternate:

Voucher approval sheet.xlsx

Approval Signatures:

EAST GRAND RAPIDS
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
EGR COMMUNITY CENTER
COMMISSION CHAMBERS
7:00 PM
MONDAY, April 11, 2022
The regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held in the City Commission Chambers
in the East Grand Rapids Community Center.
Derek Melville called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm.
Present in Person:
Absent:
Also Present:

John Arendshorst, Ryan Burdick, Kate DeVries, Patrick Parkes Lauren Jacoby,
Abby Sorota
Aaron Smith, Larry Fisher and Nick Abraham,
Derek Melville and City Manager, Shea Charles

Chairperson Smith and Vice Chairperson Abraham were unable to attend, so Derek asked for a volunteer to
run the meeting. Kate DeVries volunteered. A motion was made to have Kate DeVries run the April Parks
and Recreation Commission meeting.
MOTION:
Abby Sorota
SUPPORT:
John Arendshorst
YES: Arendshorst, Burdick, DeVries, Parkes, Jacoby, Sorota (6)
NO: (0)

Public Comment:
none
Report of Commissioners:
Patrick Parkes- Encouraging to see the great turnout for the public input session that evening and he looks
forward to additional sessions.
Ryan Burdick- none
John Arendshorst – Seconded Patrick’s comments and thanked the city staff for putting together
informational materials for the open house.
Lauren Jacoby- none
Abby Sorota- none
Kate Devries – noted her daughters were in the audience and welcomed everyone back from spring break.
Minutes for the March 14, 2022, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting were presented for approval.
A motion was made to approve the minutes for the March 14, 2022, Parks and Recreation Commission
meeting.
MOTION:
John Arendshorst
SUPPORT:
Ryan Burdick
YES: Arendshorst, Burdick, DeVries, Parkes, Jacoby, Sorota (6)
NO: (0)
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The Special Event Calendar was reviewed.
Director Melville reviewed the Parks Improvement Millage Update Memo and outlined the
communications the city has sent to residents and the promotion of the E-Newsletter (East Express) that the
city is encouraging resident to sign up for so they can stay informed as it relates to all park improvement
projects.
Director Melville also outlines the Community Open House schedule for May and June that will be input
opportunities on a variety of topics, as well as the Fred Bunn Trail input scheduled for later that week.
Special notices were sent to residents that live in proximity to Manhattan Park to invite them to the
meeting. A new email address (input@eastgr.org) has been created to collect input from residents on a
variety of city sponsored initiatives.
Director Melville outlined the Playground Replacement process and the selection of MCSA Group as the
consultant to facilitate community engagement sessions as well as conceptual and final designs for each of
the three elementary school playground sites. The draft input schedule was reviewed along with
preliminary meetings related to engagement, design timelines, bidding timelines and construction timelines,
which are scheduled to begin in summer of 2023.
Report of Director
Derek Melville included in the Agenda Packet a Monthly Report but also reported on the following:
• The Account Clerk III position has been filled and Sara Coffey will begin in a few weeks.
• The impact of the wage increase for seasonal/part-time workers has been positive.
• The city is working with EGRPS to provide program participation for Opportunity Grant recipients
which is a COVID funding source the school has received for families that qualify based on
income.
• The Parks and Recreation team is considering printed program guides for the future, but will look
at all options before returning to printing and mailing guides to everyone.
• Resident registration begins this week on the 14th.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:51pm.

EAST GRAND RAPIDS
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
EGR COMMUNITY CENTER
COMMISSION CHAMBERS
7:15 PM
MONDAY, May 9, 2022
The regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held in the City Commission Chambers
in the East Grand Rapids Community Center.
Chairman Aaron Smith called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm.
Present in Person:
Absent:
Also Present:

John Arendshorst, Ryan Burdick, Larry Fisher, Lauren Jacoby, Patrick Parkes and
Aaron Smith
Nick Abraham, Kate DeVries and Abby Sorota
Derek Melville, Sara Coffey and City Manager, Shea Charles

Public Comment:
none
Report of Commissioners:
Patrick Parkes- None
Larry Fisher – None
Ryan Burdick– Drainage issue noted on lower path as being mucky, rutted and muddy. Derek will look
into this. City Manager Charles mentioned that the water table is currently high.
John Arendshorst – Third community engagement session today and it was lightly attended.
Lauren Jacoby- None
Aaron Smith – Drainage issues noted throughout surrounding schools at sporting events as well.
Larry – Complemented city for repairing track drainage issue.
Derek - School has had work done to prevent this happening.
Minutes for the April 11, 2022, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting were presented for approval. A
motion was made to approve the minutes for the April 11, 2022, Parks and Recreation Commission
meeting.
MOTION:
Lauren Jacoby
SUPPORT:
Larry Fisher
YES: Jacoby, Arendshorst, Burdick, Smith, Fisher and Parkes, (6)
NO: (0)
Special Events Permit to consider:
Director Melville reviewed the request for the 2023 Irish Jig request made by Spectrum Health. Event
planners are hoping for return to “normal” attendance of estimated 4,000 participants. It is noted that
Director Melville talked to event coordinators about appropriate time to start music, closer to event start
time.
No questions.
MOTION to approve permit: Ryan Burdick
SUPPORT: John Arendshorst
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YES: Jacoby, Arendshorst, Burdick, Smith, Fisher and Parkes, (6)
NO: (0)
Motion Approved
Director Melville spoke about Playground Replacement meetings he has had with city officials and school
staff and how he is incorporating them into the open houses. Community input surveys were sent to all
students, as well a notice being placed in the East Express and printed on water bills. Email address
(input@eastgr.org) has been created to collect input from residents on a variety of city sponsored
initiatives.
The survey is currently open and in the first few days 400 submissions have been made. This is open until
May 30th (extended from the original date of May 22nd). MCSA will tally results of the surveys. Those that
have completed the survey have positively commented on the guided question with open ended responses
allowing the community to feel heard.
Director Melville spoke at the School Board meeting today in an effort to keep the school and community
up to date. Upcoming meetings will include school and PTO members and every school principal. It is
important to consider the needs of both the school and community uses. Students have provided input as to
what specific equipment and activities they would like to have available, the younger students drew
pictures. These findings were reviewed with the schools and staff.
Upcoming meetings will be specific to that school/site. Community members are encouraged to attend the
meetings or complete the survey.
Future meetings will also be held with DPW, Parks staff to obtain al different perspectives. Student and
teacher focus groups are being coordinated by the principals.
Key city members will be provided with 3 proposed designs per site. Likes and dislikes will be tallied until
it is narrowed down to one design per site. There will be a presentation to the schools, the city and Parks
and Recreation. Joint Facilities venture will also be kept up tot date.
Bid deadline is October, this allows for time to order and obtain supplies. Playground will be bid first then
sitework and installation will be bid on. MCSA believes our timeline is adequate/ Projected to start June
2023.
Questions:
Smith: How do people submit feedback? Input@eastgr.org
Burdick: “Awesome Data”, where will all of this information be available? MCSA will provide the
information and which site it relates to.
Jacoby: Are Manhattan and Woodcliff on a different timeline? Estimated 2024 for these two projects. A
grant from the DNR has been submitted for Manhattan and if approved all work would be done at the same
time. Woodcliff’s repairs/replacements are not needing to be done as soon as the schools.
Smith: Same companies as the schools? Per City Manager Charles, other vendors will be looked at for
those sites. Director Melville stated that the separation of the schools and parks also has to do with keeping
site improvement needs together.
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Jacoby: Will the cost be equal between the schools? Director Melville: No, there will be 3 different
consultants, playground vendors so the cost estimates are based on that. Some sites are bigger, others have
bigger playground equipment. Monies may be able to move between the sites. City Manager Charles:
Ballpark estimates are based on the existing footprint at each facility.
Smith: What is done with the communication received at input@eastgr.org? Director Melville: Each email
is answered, they are thanked for their contribution and questions are answered. Commission is provided
responses for review. Smith: Thanks for responses, and “Thanks to Brenda and Mark”.

Report of Director
Derek Melville included in the Agenda Packet a Monthly Report but also reported on the following:
• Account Clerk III Sara Coffey introduced.
• Registration levels for Summer continue to amaze!
o Program costs have stayed steady, but enrollment is very high.
• Art Camp is our newest summer camp/program. A local artist started a teaching company and is
now doing our art classes.
• Swim lessons and private lessons are way up. Increased pay for lifeguards helps to obtain the
additional lifeguards needed to make this happen.
• There were some great pictures taken at the Sweetheart Dance.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:41pm.

EAST GRAND RAPIDS
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
EGR COMMUNITY CENTER
COMMISSION CHAMBERS
7:00 PM
Monday, June 13, 2022
The regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held in the City Commission
Chambers in the East Grand Rapids Community Center.
Chairman Aaron Smith called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.
Present in Person:

Ryan Burdick, Kate DeVries, Larry Fisher, Patrick Parkes and Aaron Smith

Absent:

Nick Abraham, John Arendshorst, Lauren Jacoby and Abby Sorota

Also Present:

Derek Melville, Sara Coffey and City Manager, Shea Charles

Guests:

None

Public Comment:
Agenda was reviewed per resident request
Brenda Pratt, 3039 Manhattan Lane, supports Manhattan Park and woods walking trails. Experiences at
Luton Park and voiced concerns of electric powered mountain bikes being used on our trails. Enjoyed
seeing people participating in nature.
Jennifer Clary, 337 Manhattan Road, thanked the board for the energy and all they do for the city. Spoke
of growing up in EGR. Mentioned previous emails she had sent concerning recreation changes dating
back to 2019. Requesting transparency with information.
Linda Kristenson, 2958 Reeds Lake Blvd, Concerns: Trails won’t be safe if they are multi-use. Manhattan
Park is “not Millennium Park with 1,400 acres”, parking is a concern. The current area is home to
animals.
Jackie Educato, 2930 Reeds Lake Blvd. SE, Appreciates beautification over the years. Commented
because in the past “the follow through doesn’t seem to be there”. Courts were made to be flooded in
the winter, but no ice-skating has been done and because of this the courts retain water. Maintaining
these areas? Splashpad safety concerns and where is the water coming from? Would like to see an
environmental impact study.
Sarah Buck, 308 Manhattan Rd., concerns of impact to north side of the lake. Not feeling like anyone has
a say in planning. She would like response on how splash pad made it to Manhattan Park.
Provided supporting information.
Margaret O’Byrne, 2721 Reeds Lake Blvd., Why was the splashpad approved? “94% of the people of East
Grand Rapids” aren’t interested in responding [to the survey], “leave it alone”. “Please listen to your
public” Concerns of splash pad breeding mosquitoes “not good”.
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Hillary Lane, 345 Manhattan Rd., Traffic concerns with Manhattan Park such as speed and safety of
children. Having a “destination park” would be even worse for traffic and safety. Would like to see an ice
hockey rink on tennis courts in the winter. Also requested transparency.
Kevin Loftiss, 2936 Reeds Lake Blvd., concerns of liability of splash pads. Requests “realistic projections
how bikers and walkers get along on a path?”
James Kanhohs, 655 Manhattan Rd., Showing commission the “definition of the neighborhood”. Has
safety concerns due to traffic and parking issues and liability. Also voiced concerns of what this area will
“invite”.
Provided pictures of street with cars parked on both side of the road.
Report of Commissioners:
Patrick Parkes - Thanks community for being here and providing opinions and perspectives. Also
thanked the city for hosting another open house.
Kate Devries - Thanked attendees. Voiced being in favor of a splash pad and mentioned positive impacts
on other communities. Acknowledged and thanked Parks and Recreation for swim lessons stating the
“pool is so well staffed”.
Larry Fisher - Thanked the public for coming. Recognize Woman’s Lacrosse team won State
Championship. EGR Women’s Track did a wonderful job.
Ryan Burdick - Thanked community members for coming and speaking up.
Aaron Smith - Thanked attendees, thinks it’s great to see people “being part of the public process” Fully
appreciate and understand [concerns of trails]. Has had experience designing multi-use trails and a good
design can mitigate usage conflict. “Concerns are legitimate concerns”. This is the last meeting as
Chairman since starting in 2016.

Minutes of the May 9, 2022, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting were presented for approval
motion was made to approve the minutes for May 9, 2022, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting.
MOTION to approve May minutes: Kate Devries
SUPPORT: Larry Fisher
YES: Burdick, Parks and Smith (5)
NO: (0)
MINUTES APPROVED

Special Events Permit to consider:
Director Melville presented information and application submitted from Kiss-Cross, requesting to do an
event in EGR again. There have been concerns about what the areas look like after the event. Organizers
of the event came back after to restore issues that their event caused, they are working to avoid playing
surfaces. History and experiences with this organization in the past.
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Fisher: Questioned if there were parking concerns from previous year?
Melville: None noted in previous minutes.
MOTION to approve Kiss-Cross event: Larry Fisher
SUPPORT: Kate Devries
YES: Burdick, Parkes and Smith (5)
NO: (0)
MOTION APPROVED

Director Melville presented Historical Signage prepared by Mary Dirsch, Curator of the EGR History
Room. Potential areas for these signs were identified. One sign has the history of steamboats, another
features historical buildings from EGR. Fundraising and professional designs would need to be
completed and Mary would coordinate this. Request is being made of Commissioners to weigh in on
content and location.
Fisher: At one time we were looking at other historical markers, will this replace them?
Charles: In addition to the historical markers.
Devries: Wondered of other areas within John Collins Park have been considered.
Melville: Other locations are open for suggestion, that doesn’t impact views of neighbors.
Devries: Sidewalks are congested already on the sidewalks near JC Park. Voiced concerns with
adding “stopped traffic” to this.
Smith: Seconded this stating the area is “tight”.
Smith: Likes the idea and would love to see many forms of history documented.
Fisher: Love history, wondered if money Mary raised from shirt sale in May would go towards
these signs.
Charles: Will investigate this
Parkes: In favor of the signs, suggested that they are permanent signage, or can the signs be
interchangeable?
Melville: In the proposed design posts are permanent, but the signs could be changed.
Commission supports for concept and proposal of signs.

Director Melville explained Parks and Recreation meetings conflict with schoolboard meetings being the
same day. Proposed that the monthly Parks and Recreation meetings move to the 4th Monday of the
month so that one of the commissioners would be able to attend.
MOTION to move Parks and Recreation Commission meetings to 4th Monday: Patrick Parkes
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SUPPORT: Ryan Burdick
YES: Devries. Fisher and Smith (5)
NO: (0)
MOTION APPROVED

Playground Replacement Update:
Director Melville said that April and May were busy months. Approximately 15 meetings have been held
to make sure everyone with schools and Public Safety are on the same page. Some public engagements
have been lightly attended. Over 500 responses to the survey have been submitted.
Public school staff had quite a bit of input, drainage issues were noted and acknowledged. Mixed
opinions from surveys regarding the themes, natural verses contemporary. Desires to improve fields.
Designated areas for separate activities. June 23rd MCSA team will bring 3 designs per location and
renderings of playground for community review.
July another survey will be dispersed community wide about designs and information, “first conceptual
designs” to the community.
Burdick: Only negative responses heard are that all playgrounds going in at the same time and they will
all need to be replaced at the same time. Requests for transparency for the community.
Melville: Joint Facilities have already started a fund for this specific reason.
Smith: Voiced distrust, can the money amounts be available for the public to see?
Charles: Each entity keeps separate funds – will look for a way to make this viewable and findable for
the public.
Devries: Transparency for public would be beneficial.
Receipt of Communication
Smith and commission acknowledged emails from input@eastgr.org were compiled and available to the
public and commission members.
Report of Director
•
•
•
•
•

Today was the first concert in the park of the year.
Over 30 lifeguards on staff currently
Additional open swim opportunities and more lessons
Reeds Lake Run coming up 6/25.
Thank you to Chairperson Aaron Smith for his years serving as the Parks and Recreation.

Good of the Order
Fisher: Trail Blazer is July 4th and volunteers are needed.
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Devries: Adding signage around lake update; The Community Foundation has approved it.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 pm.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS
May 10, 2022
East Grand Rapids Community Center – Commission Chambers
Present: Chairman Tom Getz, Commissioners Steve Achram, Matt Feyen, Karey Hamrick, Mary Mapes,
Greg Metz, Peter Michell and Whitney Renner.
Absent: Commissioner Brian Miller
Also Present: City Manager Shea Charles, Deputy City Manager Doug LaFave, Zoning Administrator
Jay Gianotti, City Attorney John Huff, and Recording Secretary Lynda Taylor
1. CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Getz called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
A motion was made by Commissioner Michell and supported by Commissioner Achram to approve
the agenda as written.
Yeas: Achram, Feyen, Getz, Hamrick, Mapes, Metz, Michell, Renner – 8
Nays: -03. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – March 8, 2022
A motion was made by Commissioner Mapes and Supported by Commissioner Renner to approve the
minutes as corrected.
Yeas: Achram, Feyen, Getz, Hamrick, Mapes, Metz, Michell, Renner – 8
Nays: -04. PUBLIC COMMENT: NON-AGENDA ITEMS
Chairman Getz opened public comment.
•

Eric Graham – 2204 Argentina Drive, S.E.: Expressed concern with the City’s Zoning Ordinance
definition of a front lot line for a corner lot. Chairman Getz asked Zoning Administrator Gianotti
to investigate the language for clarity.

No other public comment was received
Chairman Getz closed public comment.
5. INTRODUCTION OF AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 50, SECTIONS 5.111 AND 5.116 OF THE
ZONING ORDINANCE – NONCONFORMITIES
City Attorney Huff reported that the ordinance does not list all the kinds of non-conformities that exist.
The amendment will include all non-conformities. With reference to variances, one has a standard of
undue hardship, and one has a standard of practical difficulties. Both should have been listed in each
section. He pointed out that the wording was an oversight and not intentionally left out
Chairman Getz stated that this is the introduction of the proposed amendments and a formal hearing
will be at the next meeting.

Commissioner Feyen, referencing Section 5.116, asked if that section had ever been used by the City.
City Attorney Huff responded that he couldn’t think of a time when property was acquired due to a
nonconformity.
It was decided that a public hearing would be held at the next regular Planning Commission meeting
on June 14, 2022.
6. STUDY SESSION – DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL FUTURE ZONING ORDINANCE
AMENDMENTS
Zoning Administrator Gianotti reviewed the potential zoning ordinance amendments. His summaries
are below each of the section headings below.
A. Section 5.61 - Encroachments/Setbacks for Certain Uses next to Accessory Buildings:
This ordinance lists items that are allowed to encroach into required yards. Mechanical equipment
is allowed to encroach up to 3' into a required side or rear yard and must also be within 5' of
a building. Window wells and egress windows are allowed to encroach 3' into all required
yards. In the past year, the City has reviewed multiple permits and plans proposing
mechanical units (air conditioners and generators) to be located next to accessory buildings.
The City has allowed this based on specific setback requirements of accessory buildings which are
only required to be 3' from side and rear property lines. This does create the possibility where a
mechanical unit could be located right up to the property line causing concerns that this could
create a situation where a mechanical unit could effectively block access to certain parts of a
property. A similar situation could arise if a window well was installed on an accessory
building. The City would like to eliminate this possibility and identify any other adjustments to
the regulations that may be needed.
Mr. Gianotti asked the Planning Commission for comments and suggestions:
• Commissioner Mapes asked if there was any consideration regarding the noise factor of
mechanical devices. Deputy City Manager La Fave responded that noise was one of the factors
that would be a concern of adjacent property owners as well as access to the unit itself if it is on
the property line especially if a fence is in place.
• Chairman Getz added that access by Public Safety would be a concern.
• Commissioner Feyen stated that there probably are electrical or mechanical code requirements
in terms of clearance in front or on the side of a unit which might be a way to deal with this
issue. Mr. La Fave commented that inspectors wouldn't know where lot lines are if no fence is
present.
• Chairman Getz suggested that nothing be allowed in the 3' setback.
• Commissioner Hamrick asked how often people build homes where the generators and air
conditioning units are connected to a garage rather than the house. Mr. Gianotti responded that
most units connected to accessory building are air conditioners and are small wall-type units.
Commissioner Hamrick asked if the City knows how many housing units in the community
have this scenario. Mr. La Fave responded that it would depend on if it was permitted work.
He added that it is more common in redevelopment situations where the property owner would
rather not have a unit in their own backyard, but out of the way near the lot line toward the
neighboring property. He added the City thinks it would be a good idea to make sure that it is
clear it is not permissible to do this.
• Commissioner Feyen echoed Chairman Getz's suggestion that mechanical units not be allowed
within 3' of a property line which would still allow them to encroach from a house but eliminate
the 3' issue for an accessory building. Mr. La Fave added that this would be very clear
language.
• Commissioner Metz said that the City now allows encroachment to 2' from the property line for
the main house and would like to see consistency in the language. Chairman Getz added that it
seemed like a reasonable compromise to say that any mechanical unit can't encroach to within
2' of the property line to keep it consistent with the main dwelling. Commissioner Michell

suggested making sure the encroachment to 2' of the property line included both ground and
wall units.
• Commissioner Mapes and Chairman Getz suggested getting input from Public Safety.
• Mr. Gianotti will put together language for the next meeting using the comments and
suggestions given.
B. Section 5.81B - Home Occupation Regulations:
This section of the zoning ordinance provides standards for home occupations. Home
occupations allow for small businesses, incidental to the primary (residential) use of a property, to
operate in a residential home. Some of the current regulations may be vague in terms of what is
or may not be allowed for such uses and some regulations may not meet current trends. The
Planning Commission may want to revisit these standards to see if they should be updated.
Suggested options that could be considered include:
• Allowing home occupations to be located in accessory buildings.
• Listing specific types of uses that can be allowed for a home occupation, as well as uses that
would not be considered or allowed as a home occupation.
• Providing for some home occupation uses to allow customers/patrons to visit, such as
architect, designer, lawyer, realtor, etc.
• Limits on time and frequency clients/patrons and deliveries can be made.
Mr. Gianotti asked for thoughts, concerns or suggestions on this topic.
• Commissioner Hamrick asked for clarification on what would qualify as a home-based
business. Mr. Gianotti responded that it would be businesses that have one or two persons, are
run by the people living in the house and a piece of the house is dedicated to the business.
Commissioner Hamrick asked if there had been any complaints from residents regarding a
home-based business. Mr. Gianotti said he had not received any complaints but had received
inquiries about possible home occupations. He also has had questions about operating a
business in an accessory building or upper level of garage expansion which is not permissible
under the current regulations.
• Chairman Getz offered that this does not include residents who telecommute and have an
office in their home.
• Commissioner Feyen asked if the limits on time and frequency would be enforceable and if it
would be complaint based. Mr. La Fave responded that it is complaint based.
• Commissioner Michell suggested language that says if you're not creating a nuisance your
business is okay and if there is a complaint received, there would be an ability to stop the
business. Mr. Gianotti said that those regulations or ideas would be nuisance related because
it would intend to limit the number of visitors or deliveries.
• Commissioner Renner cited other communities who allow residents to give swimming lessons
on private property or those who sell cars from home and park multiple vehicles on their
property.
• Commissioner Achram said that he is more supportive of home businesses than restrictive.
• Commissioner Renner questioned the home delivery regulation. Mr. La Fave said we need to
look at provisions in terms of definition of a nuisances. Most complaints received are about
noise and traffic. Commissioner Mapes asked about looking into regulations that other
communities have. Mr. La Fave responded that this has been done and there is a lot open to
interpretation. The City wants something in the ordinance that is clear and easier to find.
• Commissioner Michell asked if an applicant has to declare the intended use of an accessory
unit. Mr. Gianotti stated that we do not ask them to declare the use but advise them of what
uses are not currently allowed.
• Chairman Getz summarized that the Commissioners' discussion as follows:
o Encouragement of home businesses.
o Having an ordinance specifically talking about home occupation regulations so people
aren't looking in multiple places in the zoning code.

The biggest concern is avoiding nuisances rather than trying to make several
definitions that may be out of date within a few years as home business nature
changes.
Mr. La Fave stated that with the comments and suggestions given, staff will come up with
language to react to at a future meeting.
o

•

C. Clarification of Variance Standards
With the creation of a separate Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA), City Staff and Consultants have
suggested revision the standards of review for dimensional variances. There would be two
primary benefits. It would give the ZBA members better clarity on how to evaluate requests and it
would help City Staff advise potential applicants on the viability of their request and help reduce
the number of inappropriate applications the City processes and schedules for the ZBA. City
Planning Consultant, Paul Le Blanc provided examples for review.
• Commissioner Achram asked that the ZBA provide some input on what they want to see.
City Attorney Huff said that this was a great suggestion. Chairman Getz agreed that City Staff
and the ZBA should come up with language that would provide clarity and avoid confusion.
Mr. La Fave said staff and the ZBA will collaborate and provide language to be reviewed by
the Planning Commission at a future meeting.
7. REPORT OF THE CITY COMMISSION
Commissioner Hamrick reported the following:
•
Approval of the MFR zoning amendments
•
Approval of the MFR signage amendments
•
Budget work session for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. Approval will be at the June 6 meeting.
•
Announcements/Projects
o Parks Improvement Project
o Mobility Bike Action Plan – bike lanes and trail
o Playground Replacement
o Public Engagement Sessions are ongoing.
o EGReen Sustainability Initiative e-waste and Styrofoam packaging drop off event
8. NEXT REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: JUNE 14, 2022
9. ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Getz adjourned the meeting at 6:29 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Lynda Taylor
Recording Secretary

PROCEEDINGS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS
June 14, 2022
East Grand Rapids Community Center – Commission Chambers
Present: Vice-chairman Brian Miller, Commissioners Steve Achram, Matt Feyen, Karey Hamrick, Mary
Mapes, Greg Metz, Peter Michell, and Whitney Renner.
Absent: Chairman Tom Getz
Also Present: City Manager Shea Charles, Deputy City Manager Doug LaFave, Zoning Administrator
Jay Gianotti, City Attorney John Huff, City Planner Paul LeBlanc of PLB Planning and Recording
Secretary Lynda Taylor
1. CALL TO ORDER
Vice-chairman Brian Miller called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
A motion was made by Commissioner Mapes and supported by Commissioner Feyen to approve the
agenda as presented.
Yeas: Commissioners Achram, Feyen, Hamrick, Mapes, Metz, Miller, Michell and Renner – 8
Nays: -03. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - MAY 10, 2022
A motion was made by Commissioner Hamrick and supported by Commissioner Renner to approve
the minutes as written.
Yeas: Commissioners Achram, Feyen, Hamrick, Mapes, Metz, Miller, Michell and Renner – 8
Nays: -04. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS
Vice-chairman Miller opened public comment.
Eric Graham – 2204 Argentina and owner of 1015 Orchard: Expressed concern about the
inconsistency of the definitions of interior lot, corner lot and the treatment of how to change the
front line of a lot. Vice-chairman Miller responded that and changes to ordinances are approved by
the City Commission and the best thing to do would be to work with Zoning Administrator Gianotti to
bring it to either the Planning Commission or City Commission for wording changes.
Vice-chairman Miller closed public comment.
5. RECOGNITION OF SERVICE: WHITNEY RENNER
Deputy City Manager La Fave thanked Commissioner Renner for her years of service and presented
her with a recognition plaque. Vice-chairman Miller, on behalf of the Planning Commission and City,
thanked Commissioner Renner for volunteering to serve on the Planning Commission.
6. PUBLIC HEARING – AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 50, SECTIONS 5.111 AND 5.116 OF THE
ZONING ORDINANCE – NONCONFORMITIES

City Attorney John Huff reported that the Chairman of the Zoning Board of Appeals, who does land
use work, found various things in his review of the ordinances that have gone uncaught for an
extended period of time. This ordinance amendment deals with several of those things. They are
basically minor modifications, but they are important because the ordinance was intended to cover the
regulation of all types of non-conformities. Through inconsistencies in sub-paragraphs, some were left
out. He outlined the proposed amendments in detail. Attached is a copy of the proposed amendment.
Vice-chairman Miller opened public hearing. No comments were received. Vice-chairman Miller
closed the public hearing
A motion was made by Commissioner Metz and supported by Commissioner Mapes to move the
proposed to the City Commission for approval.
Yeas: Commissioners Achram, Feyen, Hamrick, Mapes, Metz, Miller, Michell and Renner – 8
Nays: -07. TRAINING/REVIEW PROCEDURES FOR SITE PLAN REVIEW/SITE CONDOMINIUMS
City Planner Paul LeBlanc defined the term "site condominium" and explained the site condominium
review process. When the word "condominium" is used, most think of townhomes or multi-family
structures. Site condominiums resemble traditional platted subdivisions with each separate residence
having its own yard and each homeowner maintaining their property. The primary difference is how
they are created under Michigan State law. The result of a site condominium development is
indistinguishable from a platted subdivision. Only the review and approval process are different. In
East Grand Rapids, site condos are reviewed as a site plan under the Zoning Ordinance, not as a plat
under the City's Subdivision Control Ordinance. Mr. Le Blanc added that under the zoning act, it
meets all the needed criteria, it must be approved.
Commissioner Feyen asked who maintains the sidewalks and the street. Mr. LeBlanc responded that
both are maintained by the City as they are considered City property. In this development there is very
little common element except for a cluster of mailboxes. Vice-chairman Miller requested
infrastructure information. Mr. LeBlanc said that the sewer and water are City utilities and there are
easements for storm water as well.
Deputy City Manager La Fave offered that for site condo developments in East Grand Rapids, such as
Amberley Court, Arundel, Wilcox Gardens or Laurel Circle, the only common elements that are
handled by the association are generally if there is public space that is common to the development or
due to the increase in storm water standards in the last twenty years, each on is responsible for the
storm water retention systems that are designed. Everything else is public. When a project is
completed, if they've met the design standards and all inspections are done, we inspect the
infrastructure and maintain it and replace it once it's added into our funding through property taxes
primarily.
Vice-chairman Miller asked if there are any building or time requirements. Mr. LeBlanc answered that
the site condo is a sub-division, so it is up to the owner to decide if those will be custom built homes
and the building time frame.
Mr. Michell asked if there was anything to differentiate a site condo from a multi-family. Mr. LeBlanc
said that multi-family can be rental or condominium adding, multi-family is a use, not a method of
ownership. Vice-chairman Miller added that a site condo is only about land; it has nothing to do with
the structure that goes on the land.
Zoning Administrator Gianotti stated that the Planning Commission is looking at the plan to create
eight single family lots for a site condo. The discussion is not about future homes or construction on
any of the lots. The site condo will be subject to all standards and regulations for the R2 zoning
district.

The site condo request is to take the parcels at 1761 and 1779 Breton Road and create a site condo
comprising eight single-family lots. Details include:
• Lots ranging in area from 7,235 s.f. to 14,038 s.f.
• One street tree per log
• New streetlight at the west end of the proposed Elinor Lane
• Cluster mailbox serving all lots in the project.
• A detention system in the southeast corner of the project with would be the primary stormwater
management facility.
Mr. Gianotti went through a review of standards and staff comments as listed below.
A. The site plan must comply with all standards of this article and all applicable requirements of this
chapter and all other applicable laws and regulations.
Staff comments: This standard appears to be met. City Staff and consultants have reviewed the site
plan and found no issues with regards to zoning regulations. The site would remain zoned R-2, and
each individual lot appears to meet all relevant standards for area, width, and setbacks for this zoning
district. Table 1 lists these standard requirements. All developed homes on these lots would be
required to meet and maintain these standards just as all other homes in the City would. As part of the
review process, the City provided the applicant with street and development standards that the project
would need to meet. All such relevant standards appear to be met with these plans.
B. The site must be designed in a manner that is harmonious, to the greatest extent possible, with the
character of the surrounding area.
Staff comments: This standard appears to be met. The project area is within an established residential
neighborhood. The proposed lots are generally of a similar size to residential lots within 500’ of this
site. The project meets all City zoning and infrastructure standards, the same as with surrounding
properties.
C. The site must be designed so as to minimize hazards to adjacent property, and to reduce the
negative effects of traffic, noise, smoke, fumes and glare to the maximum extent possible.
Staff comments: This standard appears be met. Elinor Lane would not connect to any adjacent
neighborhoods and would only be accessible from Breton Rd. This means there would be no traffic
impact to surrounding neighborhoods. In addition, all eight lots would front and have primary access
on Elinor Lane, minimizing the impact on Breton Rd. itself. In terms of overall traffic impact, the
City retained Progressive AE to perform a trip generation analysis for the proposed development.
This report, which is attached to these materials, concluded that the overall impact to existing traffic
would be minimal. The proposed development is not expected to have any other negative impact in
regard to noise, smoke, fumes, or glare, and would be similar in nature to existing developed
neighborhoods.
D. Unless a more specific design standard is required by the city through a different ordinance, all
uses and structures subject to site plan review shall comply with the following design standards.
1. Traffic Circulation. The number, location, size of access and entry points, and internal vehicular
and pedestrian circulation routes shall be designed to promote safe and efficient access to and
from the site, and circulation within the site. In reviewing traffic features, the number, spacing
and alignment of existing and proposed access points shall be considered relative to their impact
on traffic movement on abutting streets and adjacent properties.
Staff comments: This standard appears to be met. There would be only one access point to this
neighborhood, serving a total of eight lots. This is fewer lots than found among most other cul-desacs in the City. Interior sidewalks are also planned to be constructed around the entirety of Elinor
Lane to connect to the City’s existing pedestrian network. The new road itself would be within a new
50’-wide right-of-way with two 12’wide travel lanes. This is still a sufficient width to allow for onstreet parking on one side and is comparable in design to recently approved site condominiums at The
Gardens at Amberley (Amberley Ct.) and Wilcox Gardens (Laurel Circle.)
2. Stormwater. Storm water detention and drainage systems shall be designed so the removal of
surface waters will not adversely affect neighboring properties or public storm water drainage

systems. Unless impractical, storm water shall be removed from all roofs, canopies and paved
areas by underground surface drainage system.
Staff comments: This standard appears to be met. An underground detention system is proposed in a
dedicated 28’-wide easement along the eastern portion of Lot 6 and the southern portions of Lots 7 &
8. This would generally be at the lowest point of the project area. While this may slightly cross into
the south building envelope for Lots 7 & 8, it does not appear this would significantly hamper the
developability of those lots. Additionally, 20’ drainage easements are proposed in the front yards
between Lots 1 & 2, Lots 3 & 4, and Lots 5 & 6. As referenced in the applicant’s narrative, this
underground drainage system is designed to support 3,000 s.f. of total impervious coverage for every
lot in this site condo. Overall, the proposed system meets the City’s stormwater ordinance standards
as determined by the City’s consulting civil engineer.
3. Landscaping. The landscape shall be preserved in its natural state, insofar as practicable, by
minimizing unnecessary tree and soil removal, and any grade changes shall be in keeping with
the general appearance of neighboring developed areas. Provision or preservation of
landscaping, buffers or greenbelts may be required to ensure that the proposed uses will be
adequately buffered from one another and from surrounding property.
Staff comments: This standard appears to be met. The site plan shows one street tree for every lot in
the site condominium in accordance with City’s right-of-way tree planting program. The City will
require that a mix of trees be used within the site condo to promote plant diversity. Grade changes and
site clearing is only indicated in the areas necessary for the construction of the new street.
4. Screening. Where nonresidential uses abut residential uses, appropriate screening shall be
provided to shield residential properties from noise, headlights and glare.
Staff comments: This standard may be met, as only residential lots are proposed with this plan. It
should be noted that part of the south edge of the project site borders a commercial (office) use in the
City of Grand Rapids (1801 Breton Rd.) There is currently a fence between this commercial property
and the project site; the project drawings appear to show that this fence is located on the commercial
parcel, not the project site itself.
5. Lighting. Lighting shall be designed to minimize glare on adjacent properties and public streets.
As a condition of site plan approval, reduction of lighting during non-business hours may be
required.
Staff comments: This standard appears to be met. A new streetlight near the end of Elinor Lane
between Lots 6 & 7 is shown. This location meets the City’s general standard of at least one
streetlight for every 700’ of roadway. The applicant’s materials did not specify a specific model of for
the streetlight that would be used. However, the City has chosen more decorative styles as available
from Consumers Energy for streetlights in more recent site condominiums. Exhibit 1 shows an
example of the streetlight used at the Gardens at Amberley. This is an “Arlington” style cutoff LED
light post top with fluted post. The City would require the same style of light and fixture with this
project.
6. Utility Service. All utility service shall be underground, unless impractical.
Staff comments: This standard appears to be met. The plans indicate a 12’-wide underground utility
easement in the front yard of all lots. This would exceed the City’s standard requirement of 10’ width
for such easements. A new fire hydrant is indicated between Lots 4 & 5 in the outlawn area.
7. Exterior Uses. Exposed storage areas, machinery, heating and cooling units, service areas,
loading areas, utility buildings and structures, and similar accessory areas shall be located to
have a minimum negative effect on adjacent properties, and shall be screened, if reasonably
necessary, to ensure compatibility with surrounding properties.
Staff comments: This standard is not applicable. Only the overall site condominium plan is under
review here. Development plans for each lot will be reviewed by the City as individual building
permits are submitted in the future.
8. Emergency Access. All buildings and structures shall be readily accessible to emergency vehicles.

Staff comments: This standard appears to be met. The City’s Public Safety department has reviewed
these plans and have found no issues. This conclusion is attached to these materials.
9. Water and Sewer. Water and sewer installations shall comply with all city specifications and
requirements.
Staff comments: This standard appears to be met. There is underground public utility service (water,
storm sewer, and sanitary sewer) in close proximity to the project site. As part of their review, City
engineers have verified that existing utilities are sufficient to serve this proposed site condominium.
10. Signs. Permitted signs shall be located to avoid creating distractions and visual clutter.
Staff comments: This standard is not applicable, as no signage (apart from street signs and traffic
signs) is currently being proposed with this plan.
11. Building Design. New or substantially remodeled buildings shall be reasonably compatible in
appearance with, or shall enhance, the established general character of other buildings in the
immediate vicinity.
Staff comments: This standard is not applicable. Only the overall site condominium plan is under
review here. Each lot is anticipated to be developed individually over time, where the City would
handle such reviews internally as with existing residential construction.
Mr. Gianotti stated that the Planning Commission has the opportunity to vote on a recommendation to
the City Commission as to whether to approve the plan as presented, approve the plan with conditions
attached or to recommend denial if the Planning Commission does not feel that all the standards are
met. He reiterated Mr. LeBlanc's statement that if the Planning Commission feels that all conditions
are met, then the site plan should be approved. The City recommends that if the Planning
Commission recommends approval to the City Commission, that it be done with conditions laid forth
in the findings of fact as prepared by Attorney John Huff.
Vice-chairman Miller opened public hearing and invited the developer to make his presentation.
•

•

•

•

Michael Valentino – 3888 Goodwood Drive, S. E.: Thanked staff for their patience and multiple
iterations. He gave a brief history of the process of creating the site condo proposal which began
in June of 2021. He stated that they are very familiar with East Grand Rapids and the benefits of
living in the community. He added that the demand to live in East Grand Rapids greatly shadows
the small supply of available homes which was part of the drive to bring additional homes to the
community. He said proposal does not ask for any zoning or building site variances and all City
requirements have been met. The plan is to build out the eight home sites depending on market
needs. Commissioner Mapes pointed out an error in the Master Deed, Exhibit C (page 32)
referencing Wilcox Gardens.
Stephanie Floor – 1764 Whitfield:
o Her property backs up to the proposed site condo property.
o All green-space will be gone.
o Eight homes is too much for the space.
Matt Ludeman – 2258 Englewood
o Agreed with comments of Ms. Flood
o Breton continues to be more and more congested.
o Questioned when traffic study had been done
o Adding more houses is not putting children first
o Breton Village is expanding which will add even more traffic
o Would like the proposal tabled until it is known what the Griggs development decides to
do.
o Would like to see a legit traffic study when society is back up to full speed and accurate
travel data on Breton Downs and surrounding areas.
Julie Newhouse – 1171 Whitfield:
o Agreed with all statements given.
o Table proposal until Griggs development is complete.

Would like to see data on traffic accidents on Breton between Breton Village gas station
and Englewood.
Mike Prange – 1757 Breton
o Has lived at this property since 1985 and may be the one homeowner most negatively
impacted by the 8-house proposal.
o Would like to meet with Mr. Gianotti separately to discuss specific and general concerns
about the development.
o Feels like the deck has been stacked and the proposal is racing toward the finish line.
o Agrees with comments made by other residents and would like to see it postponed.
o Has concern about the property line from west to Breton angles south.
o Would like the wooden fence next to his chain link fence removed.
o Admits he has been spoiled enjoying the nature in the vacant area. His privacy will be a
thing of the past.
Rose Dykema – 2517 Richards
o Echoes all comments from other neighbors.
o Consider full impact of putting in 8 homes before a decision is made.
o The Breton Downs Elementary the largest class sizes.
o Expressed concern about safety and traffic.
o Would like to see consider the whole package, not just the lots.
David Newhouse – 1771 Whitfield
o Has no problem with the development and the lot sizes seem reasonable for the area.
o Concern with the location, the Griggs development which is putting in 48 units and the
impact that will have.
o Breton Road goes from 5 lanes down to 2 lanes which is a problematic area. Can't think
of a worse location to put a new development access street.
Adam Reed – 1758 Breton
o Moved to East Grand Rapids from Alabama and enjoys living here.
o Concerned about traffic and safety.
o Watched traffic at the location for approximately 5 minutes and observed 12 cars go by
without stopping.
o Requested tabling and more studies before a decision is made.
John Steiner – 1749 Breton
o Agreed with the expressed traffic concerns, especially if further developments bleed into
Breton.
o Need better understanding of traffic patterns.
Randy Flood – 1764 Whitfield
o Concurs with wife and neighbors who already spoke.
o Traffic is a big issue, including road rage, congestion and drivers not stopping for
pedestrians at the crosswalk.
o More congestion will happen when condos are developed.
o Would like a traffic study when condos are in.
o

•

•

•

•

•

•

Vice-chairman Miller closed the public hearing and asked for discussion of the commissioners.
Commissioner Renner asked about the scope of the traffic study. Mr. Gianotti explained that the
study was to determine traffic generation by the proposed eight single-family lots at the new
intersection. Mr. La Fave added that single family homes generate the least amount of traffic.
Commissioner Achram asked about a traffic impact study. Mr. La Fave responded that a study could
be a condition of approval to be passed on to the City Commission. Commissioner Feyen asked
about consideration of pedestrian traffic, bicycle traffic and public transport and expressed concern
about the crosswalk. Mr. La Fave responded that City staff has been working since 2020 on a
Mobility Bike Action Plan within the City which will direct bikers to use streets to the east of Breton
to lessen bike traffic for a safer alternative than on Breton Road. The cross-walk issue is being
investigated and possible installation of a rapid rectangular flashing beacon devices that help to
provide better adherence of motorists paying attention to crosswalks. The City recently installed
them at Lake Drive by the high school, in front of the Community Center, and has received approval
for an installation on Robinson Road for pedestrian traffic from the hospital crossing to their parking
at Aquinas College.

Commissioner Hamrick asked if the developers of the Griggs project have traffic plan. Mr. La Fave
said the City of Grand Rapids has already fully approved that project. A full traffic impact study has
been done showed that Breton Road can handle the traffic that will be generated by the development.
Vice-chairman Miller asked for clarification of exactly what the Planning Commission is deciding
regarding the Site Plan approval for the Site Condominiums. Mr. LeBlanc stated that the
Commission is looking at the sub-division of the land, which will have individual single-family
homes on each of the lots. Vice-chairman Miller added the Commission is to consider the proposal
to split the lots as it is written using the findings of fact from Attorney Huff.
A motion was made by Commissioner Achram to table the proposal until a formal traffic impact
study is done, and traffic accident data is received from Public Safety. This motion was not
supported.
Attorney Huff reviewed the finding of facts for the commissioners.
A motion was made by Commissioner Renner and supported by Commissioner Mapes to approve
the site plan as presented with a condition that all the conditions listed and finding of facts are in
compliance.
Yeas: Commissioners Feyen, Hamrick, Mapes, Metz, Michell, Miller and Renner - 7
Nays: Commissioner Achram – 1
Commissioners asked that the concerns of residents regarding the traffic on Breton Road be
conveyed to the City Commission.
9.

REPORT OF THE CITY COMMISSION
Commissioner Hamrick reported the following:
• A public engagement session was held on June 13 and another one schedule for June 27 in
the Commission Chambers at 6:00 PM. The discussions include the Parks Millage project,
the Mobility Bike Action Plan, Multi-use Trails at Manhattan Park and all other projects that
are happening.
• City Clerk, Karen Brower, is retiring on July 8. A new City Clerk, Lori Parmenter, has been
appointed to replace Ms. Brower.
• The Commission approved a pilot program for the radar speed feedback sign for Plymouth
Road. This will be temporary until Spectrum Blodgett has completed their project at the
hospital.

10. NEXT REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: July 12, 2022
11. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Commissioner Renner and supported by Commissioner Feyen to adjourn the
meeting at 7:25 PM.
Yeas: Commissioners Achram, Feyen, Hamrick, Mapes, Metz, Michell, Miller and Renner - 7
Nays: -0Respectfully submitted,
Lynda Taylor
Recording Secretary
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