City of East Grand Rapids
Regular Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting
Agenda
September 26, 2022 – 6:00 p.m.
(EGR Community Center – 750 Lakeside Drive)

YouTube Livestream:
https://bit.ly/3s8WgQY
Begins at 6 pm.

1. Call to Order
2. Public Comment by persons in attendance.
3. Report of Commissioners.
4. Minutes of the regular meeting held August 22, 2022 (enclosed – approval requested).
5. Special Event Calendar (enclosed – information only).
6. Community Playground Recommended Plan Presentation (enclosed – information only)
7. Dog Park Rules Discussion (enclosed –feedback requested)
8. Receipt of Communications (enclosed – information only)
9. Report of Director.

*

*

*

The City will provide reasonable auxiliary aids for individuals requiring them for effective communication in programs and services of the City.
Notice must be made to the City five (5) days prior to the program or service requesting the specific auxiliary aid.

EAST GRAND RAPIDS
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
EGR COMMUNITY CENTER
COMMISSION CHAMBERS
6:00 PM
Monday, August 22, 2022
The regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held in the City Commission
Chambers in the East Grand Rapids Community Center.
Kate Devries called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm.
Present in Person:

Nick Abraham, John Arendshorst, Ryan Burdick, Kate DeVries, Larry Fisher,
Lauren Jacoby, Patrick Parkes and Bill Saxton

Absent:

Abby Sorota

Also Present:

Derek Melville, Sara Coffey and City Manager, Shea Charles

Guests:

Pam and John Burch, Brenda Pratt, Lori Mann, Jennifer Clary, Linda Kristensen,
Sarah Buck, Tripp and Kelli Corl, Jackie Educato, Kevin Loftis and Sue Allen

Public Comment:
None
Report of Commissioners:
Patrick Parkes – Happy to see people in attendance to share ideas and welcomed all back to school
Nick Abraham – Welcome to public
Larry Fisher – Welcome everyone, nice to see guests
Kate Devries – Welcomed all attendees
John Arendshorst, Ryan Burdick, Lauren Jacoby and Bill Saxton,- Nothing

Review of minutes:
Minutes of the July 25, 2022, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting were presented for approval
motion was made to approve the minutes for July 25, 2022, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting
MOTION to approve: Burdick
SUPPORT: Fisher
YES: Abraham, Arendshorst, Devries, Fisher, Jacoby, Parkes and Saxton (8)
NO: (0)
MINUTES APPROVED
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Special Event Calendar – FYI
Fisher: Taste of East was great and glad to have it back.

Fred Bunn trails (Maps and info attached)
Director Melville presented a review to make sure everyone was up to date. The City has contracted with
BARR Engineering who determined that the proposed shared-use trails will “not have significant impact”.
This report will be posted soon for the public. Safety is a top priority. Parking concerns suggested parking
on the Southeast corner of the property if this is done it would not be part of the trails project. August 31
Director Melville and City Manager Shea Charles will be having a presentation in rooms 101 and 102 to
provide additional time for the community to review designs, see environmental impact report.
Questions/comment:
Parkes – Will the Impact Report be available before the session?
Melville: Trying to get this out before
Parkes Is there a discernable difference between 1.75 and 3 miles. Why one verses the other?
Melville: Has heard that longer trails are more desirable to mountain bikers. 3 miles is still shorter than
other trails in the area and wouldn’t make East Grand Rapids a destination for mountain bikers. Cross
country runners might like the distance.
Arendshorst: Quite a bit for work on these designs. Happy to see that there is Low impact on vegetation
and wildlife. Diagrams versions 2.0 and 3.0 has difference. Newest map shows trails going through a
marshy area.
Melville: Areas of marsh are trying to be avoided. Site visits helped make the new designs. Culverts will
be added strategically so water will go under trails.
Arendshorst: Will trail be available for use without wet areas?
Abraham: Will wetness limit use of trails?
Melville: Yes, they would be closed during wet times to prevent damage to the trails.
Fisher: What if they get used while closed?
Melville: Education sessions will be held explaining the impact of using the trails while wet will be held.
Jacoby: WMMBA Commitment, are we bound to this?
Melville: WMMBA will provide funding and maintenance of trails. They also provide volunteers.
Charles: City will not pay WMMBA, we will still control the property.
Parkes: Will WMMBA help enforce and promote trail closures?
Melville: Yes, and WMMBA will educate City staff as well.
Fisher: Knows that the trails will be used by walkers and runners, but how much will the trails be used by
bikers? How busy will the trails be?
Melville: General thoughts from the community are these trails may be more appealing to newer bikers.
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Fisher: Shorter trails doesn’t promote bigger bikers.
Charles: Trails in Grand Rapids are similar, these would be localized resource, not a hardcore biking trail.
Burdick: What makes a trail mountain bike verses hiking or walking path?
Melville: They are similar multi-use walk, hike, run, bike from a water-management perspective “banked
turns” are used are shedding water. All the materials are natural based.
Burdick: Parking concerns “busy weekend mornings during leagues” Any plans for adding parking on a
larger scale to help the neighborhood?
Melville: Conceptual thoughts and more in-depth discussion will need to take place.
Charles: Conceptual ideas, we hear parking is an issue and we want feedback.
Arendshorst: Agree with parking discussion
Devries: Is parking currently allowed Reeds Lake Blvd?
Melville: I will investigate it.
Devries: How will rules be developed with E-bikes or 1-Wheels? Times or processes for these?
Melville: WMMBA is working with us with education and final rules. We will rely heavily on the
experts.
Fisher: Do other trails have E-bike issues?
Melville: WMMBA would know more
Devries: We want to be conscious of safety on our trails 1-Wheel, which is a skateboard meets
hoverboard, is becoming more popular. Can these be used at specific times?
Arendshorst: Some trails prohibit E-bikes. WMMBA will know best but with a short trail I’d lean towards
none.
Public Comment:
Brenda Pratt, 3039 Manhattan Lane, walks trails every day. Husband has E-bike and “they go fast”.
Suggested making trails for walkers, bikers, and cross-country team. Why do mountain bikers need to be
a part of this? People are contributing big money for the trails. “My 91-year-old neighbor won’t be safe”.
Suggested trails should be handicap accessible. Concerns of cutting down old trees and hot having the
proper atmosphere that animals rely on. “It doesn’t feel right to me!”
Lori Mann, 671 Manhattan Road, concerns from a bicycler, purpose, and intent of making the mountain
bike space. Green space won’t be peaceful if bikes are on it and parked cars will “change road of beauty”.
Concerns of trail width and poison ivy near the edges. How will speed be regulated? How will winter
mountain bikes, xc skiers snowshoeing be managed? Use agreement between city vs WMMBA?
Sarah Buck, 308 Manhattan Road, voiced concerns about government and democracy. Wondered if
anyone remembered a vote for a destination park? Remember a vote for a splash pad or bike trail? The
city is showing a lack of transparency and would like to see accountability.
Paper that was read from was given and attached.
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Jennifer Clary, 337 Manhattan Road, voiced appreciation for talking about concerns regarding WMMBA
“power to design and construct the trails” without input from community. Meetings have not been held to
support open and safe discussion. “Officials in power have a predetermined agenda”.
Jackie Educato read submission from Ann Saltsman 2905 Reeds Lake, lived in EGR 53 years and over
these years many different things have been proposed to develop the “Manhattan Property” (ice arena,
condos) and now trails. “Who gave anyone the right to incorporate the use of the Manhattan Property for
bike paths?” Letter was submitted and attached.
Jackie Educato, 2930 Reeds Lake Blvd., spoke of being against the bike trails due to safety. Will the
WMBBA volunteers maintaining the trails? Who will be keeping the trails clean?
John Burch, 667 Manhattan Road SE., voiced concerns of liability if someone is hurt and sues.
Questioning the “cost to the city” for the trails. What happens if the WMMBA doesn’t continue to
maintain it in the future? Parking is “atrocious” already in the area. Suggested only parking on one side of
the street in that area.
Kevin Loftiss, 2936 Reeds Lake Blvd., Would like to know if the city is covered in the event of being
sued, has same concerns for a splash pad. Wonders what the trails will look like in 5 years.
Abraham: Questioned if the city is bound to the current plan for the trails? What has the city invested so
far? How much money would the city loose if we back out?
Melville: The trails are still in the conceptual design phase. A public engagement session will be held
August 31 at the Parks and Recreation Department for residents to learn more and ask questions. Next
steps are for the City Commission to review and potential approval. To date the city has nothing, besides
staff time invested into the trails.
Charles: There are a few thousand for environmental review.
Abraham: After Commission approves the trails that’s it?
Melville: Yes.
Parkes: Since the mountain bike association already raised funds, are we locked in? What about donor
intent?
Charles: No, the funds already raised are being held by the Community Foundation and it would be
returned.
Charles: Truly committed when we execute the contract for construction.
Brenda Pratt promoted a video she made about the trails.

Dog Park Update:
Doug La Fave, Deputy City Manager has identified that Remington Park seems to be a good option for a
dog park since approximately ½ acre is needed. Currently using the same format that Ann Arbor, MI uses
to determine best areas for one. Conceptual designs were available at the Public Input Sessions with
mostly positive feedback. Accessibility within the dog park, shade and preserving greens space are
important items. Irrigation, wood chips and bi-yearly re-seeding will be needed.
MCSA has included: large double gates for access of equipment. Added trees to help with shade, seating,
and picnic areas. The original budget got this was approximately $500,000. Engineer estimate for the dog
park $233,000 which includes a $21,000 contingency. Looking to collect input from group to give to
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MCSA. Ideally put out for bid in September with the possibility to start construction fall of 2022 or
Spring of 2023.
Fisher: Will parking be an issue?
Melville: Big parking area right there with additional spaces at Waterfront Park.
Arendshorst: Will there be a division between the big dog area and a small dog area?
Burdick: Will the drinking fountain have a dog drinking station? Concerns of community water bowls.
Arendshorst: Agrees with this.
Devries: Pavilion on large dog side, why? will there be tables?
Melville: Water station will be looked more into. The size of dog doesn’t always represent the energy
they have. The area will be open to big and small dogs. Picnic tables are planned for under the pavilion.
Burdick: Plans for garbage cans and emptying?
Melville: The dog park would be right next to the building that houses the ground crew.
Jacoby: Appreciates the simplicity. Dogs want to run around. Feels that benches and shade trees should be
fine, she hasn’t seen shelters at other dog parks.
Devries: Promotes benches over picnic tables.
Burdick: Finds that Picnic tables are better when you have younger kids, so they aren’t the same height as
the dogs.
Public Comment:
Educato: Is in support for the dog park, concerns about the electric station that is close, could cause
cancer.
Buck: Radio reports Northern part of state a virus has killed 20 dogs. Has concerns of water bowls being
available to the dogs.
Mann: Concerned about parvovirus. Campground give notice to campers when they know this is in the
area. Will we do the same? Public notice? Also suggested making documents projected on the screen
easier for guests to see.

Reeds Lake Trail Mile Marker Update:
Community foundation had replaced some mile markers $3,400 committed from the foundation for
replacing the remaining markers.
Burdick: Voiced concerns with reading white letters on the new signs.
Parkes: Agreed that drop shadows are hard for visually impaired people to see.
Devries: Pointed out that drop shadows are also difficult to see at dusk.
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Community Playground Replacement Process Update:
From the original 570 responses to the original playground responses MCSA has designed three
playground options per site. They were narrowed down to two per site. These were sent to every EGR
community member that contact information was available for. We received 270 responses. MCSA
reviewed the input and have recommended one design per location.
The final designs have been presented to Joint Facilities and these designs were presented to the
community August 16th, 17th and 18th. Three engagement sessions were at each of the schools.
Approximately 1,000 responses between surveys and people attending, from this, minor tweaks have been
suggested.
Next steps are presentation to School Board September 12th, EGR City Commission and EGR Parks and
Recreation Commission. Bids will be accepted in October for playground equipment, followed by the
bids for general contractors. Current designs are available now and final designs will be available on
social media and the Landing Page.
Public Comment:
Pratt: Feels that the playground updates has been handled well. Had the City approached Manhattan Park
the same way, given a ton of feedback and options it would have been different. “People are super excited
about this!”

Report of the Director:
Eagle Scout made new podium boxes for the Rhodes McKee Triathlon, September 10, 2022. “The scouts
are very helpful to us”.

Nest Meeting September 26, 2022
The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 pm.

East Grand Rapids Parks and Recreation
2022 Special Event Calendar

Date
3/19/22

Event
Spectrum Health Irish Jig

Time
Participants Approval Closure Ins.
6:00am-11:30am
2500
10/14/2021
x
x

6/25/22
7/4/22

Reeds Lake Run
Reeds Lake Trail Blazer Run/Walk

8:00am-11:30am
8:30am - 11:00am

2500
500

8/9/21
8/9/21

x
x

8/18/22

Taste of East

5:00pm - 8:30pm

2500

2/14/22

x

9/10/22
9/23/22

Reeds Lake Triathlon
East Grand Rapids MS Regatta

7:30am - 12:45pm
6:30am - 4:00pm

900
650

12/13/21
12/13/21

10/22/22

KissCross Michigan Cyclocross

10:30am-4:00pm

75

6/13/22

11/24/22

Gobble Wobble Run

1200

12/13/21

12/31/22

BCBS Resolution Run

Non-Special Event Permit Applications
KDL Parties in the Park
6/14/22
7/19/22

Bike Decorating
Art Attack

8am - 11am
3:30-4:45pm

500

TIME

TABLES

1:30pm-3:30pm
1:30pm-3:30pm

6
8

2/14/2022

Adaptive Ski by Kentwood P&R
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CITY OF

EAST GRAND RAPIDS
750 LAKESIDE DRIVE SE  EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49506
(616) 949-2110
www.eastgr.org
DEREK MELVILLE
PARKS & RECREATION DIRECTOR

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:

Parks and Recreation Commission
Derek Melville, Parks and Recreation Director
September 22, 2022

RE:

Playground Replacement Update and Approval to Solicit Equipment Bids

BACKGROUND:
In November of 2021, the residents of East Grand Rapids approved the Parks Improvement Millage,
which included funding for a variety of park improvement projects. The replacement of playground
equipment at Manhattan Park, Woodcliff Administration Building and all three elementary schools in
East Grand Rapids was specifically included in the millage proposal. With the passing of the
millage, the replacement of the playground equipment at each elementary school was identified as a
top priority, so the City and EGRPS formed leadership team to guide the process. The leadership
team developed a comprehensive public input process, and the team selected MCSA Group to assist
with the community input, design, and construction phases.
As part of the playground replacement process, The City of East Grand Rapids and East Grand
Rapids Public Schools have continued the collaborative community input process for the design of
the playgrounds at Wealthy Elementary, Breton Downs Elementary and Lakeside Elementary. Over
the spring and summer, City staff, EGRPS staff and MCSA Group staff have worked to develop
conceptual site designs based on feedback that was collected through input sessions with students,
staff, and community members through in person meetings, online surveys, and email.
The Playground Leadership Team met in August to discuss input from the community surveys
conducted in May and July and to discuss design updates based on the comments received.
Following the leadership team review of the comments and discussion surrounding potential design
changes, the MCSA Group team updated the designs, which were reviewed by the Joint Facilities
Committee on August 9 and August 12.
At the Joint Facilities Committee meetings, it was acknowledged that the current scope and budget
exceed the original plans and cost estimates, but that this is a once in a generation opportunity to
improve the spaces that serve both EGRPS and the East Grand Rapids community as important
recreational amenities and facilities. Additionally, in reviewing the engineer’s estimates for the
project, none of the individual improvements were seen as overly expensive or excessive, and the
overall estimated cost is directly related to the requested improvements from the community that
were not originally part of the budget. Some of the additional site improvements requested from the
community were field drainage improvements, ADA and site accessibility improvements, sport court

repair and enhancements, the addition of community gathering spaces and site amenities such as
benches and picnic tables, and a tot play area at Breton Downs.
Following a thorough review, the Joint Facilities Committee recommended that the updated designs
be used for the community engagement sessions in mid-August. Input sessions were held at each of
the elementary school sites, and feedback was received related to the play equipment and the site
designs. There was significant support for many of the design changes, as well as requests for
additional changes and critiques of some design elements as well. As a result of the community input
received at the feedback sessions in August, some design changes were made at each site as outlined
below, along with some design elements which remained unchanged. A copy of the updated designs
that reflects the changes listed below is included with this memo and will be included in the
presentation on Monday.
Breton Downs Elementary School
Based on community input received, the current recommended design shows a new tot play area in
place of the current kindergarten playground area in the northeast portion of the property. The intent
is for kindergarten classrooms to move to the west side of the building and use the lower elementary
play area for recess, which would allow for community use of the tot play area year-round, including
during the school day.
Due to the expansion of the playground area, the north ball diamond at Breton Downs has been
removed. There was some negative feedback from community members related to the loss of a ball
diamond. The expansion of the playground area allows for all students to be on one side of the
building for recess, which improves recess supervision and aligns the layout to be more like the other
elementary schools in the district. Much of the existing ballfield area will be preserved as greenspace
for multi-play opportunities, including kickball, soccer, etc. The Parks and Recreation Department
does utilize both ball diamonds during certain times of the year, so going forward, recreation
programs will be scheduled differently to reflect one ball diamond on site.
Lakeside Elementary School
As a result of the feedback received, the community gathering space was moved to the north side of
the playground to be adjacent to the multi-purpose field to preserve the hill, which is used by the
community as a sledding location.
There is a loss of a ball diamond because of the parking lot redesign, which incorporates a designated
drop off/pickup area to increase safety before and after school. The remaining field and greenspace
will receive a redesign and drainage improvements as well, which will make the space more usable in
the future as compared to current conditions.
Wealthy Elementary School
As a result of the community feedback, combined with additional HVAC assessments by EGRPS
staff, the trees in proximity to the existing swings will be preserved as part of the site redesign
process. There is a risk the trees may die from the disruption of replacing the sidewalk between the
trees and the school, but care will be taken during the construction process to save the trees. If the
trees do die at a future date, an independent project to replace them will be considered.

Budget
The current cost estimate for all three elementary school sites is approximately $3,400,000.00.
Originally the total budget was $1,423,000 which only included the removal and replacement of the
aging playground equipment. As a result, the City and EGRPS will each have to commit additional
funds to the project before bid awards are made.
Bidding
On Monday, September 19th, the City Commission supported the current designs and authorized staff
to go out for bids for the playground equipment, which the EGRPS School Board had also authorized
on September 12th. As a result, we will release the bids on October 11 and they will be due on
October 25th. There will be a separate General Contractor bid package for all site work that will be
released on November 7, and due on December 6. Through our conversations with MCSA Group
and potential bidders, we believe this timing to be the most advantageous for the City and EGRPS.
We will receive 2022 pricing on the playground equipment by ordering before the end of the year,
and general contractors are currently scheduling their work for 2023, so we will be bidding the site
work before their 2023 schedules are full which will result in more competitive pricing as compared
to bidding closer to the project.
The MCSA Group team will be presenting the recommended designs at the Parks and Recreation
Commission meeting and will provide an opportunity for questions and answers related to the input
process and the recommended designs.

EAST GRAND RAPIDS PLAYGROUND
WEALTHY, LAKESIDE, AND BRETON DOWNS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
City of East Grand Rapids Parks and Recreation Commission
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BRETON DOWNS ELEMENTARY PLAYGROUND
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MEMORANDUM
To:
Parks and Recreation Commission
From: Derek Melville, Director of Parks and Recreation
Date: August 17, 2022
RE:

Dog Park Update

ACTION REQUESTED: That the Parks and Recreation Commission provide feedback related to
the draft dog park rules attached to this memo.
BACKGROUND:
As a result of the positive feedback from the community, the Parks and Recreation Commission and
the City Commission as it relates to the conceptual design of the dog park, we have gone out for bid
to secure pricing for construction. Bids are due back on October 4, 2022 and the City Commission
will consider awarding a bid on October 17, 2022 for the work, which could begin as soon as this fall,
with a completion date of June 2023.
As the next step in the process, the development of specific dog park rules need to be developed. I
have researched rules from other dog parks and have used my experience managing a dog park to
develop the draft rules included with this memo.
Once the verbiage for the dog park rules is finalized, I will work with a local sign vendor to develop a
sign that fits into the welcome area sign that will be placed at the gated access points on the off-leash
entrance area.
You will notice that many of the draft rules are consistent across most other dog parks such as
general mentions of risk and liability of using the dog park, the process to safely enter and exit the
unleashed area, the fact that no food is allowed, and requirements for dogs to be healthy and
vaccinated to enter the dog area. These rules were reviewed and compared against other dog park
rules from the region.
Some rules have flexibility in their development based on community desire, such as the maximum
number of dogs each adult visitor can have at a time (3 dogs/adult is recommended), the minimum
age for children to enter the dog park (10+ is recommended) as well as the minimum age a minor can
bring a dog to the park without an adult present (14+ is recommended). Lastly, I have recommended
that the small dog area be reserved for dogs that are under 25lbs. These recommendations represent a
conservative approach based on safety as the top priority, which aligns with many other dog parks in
the region.

750 Lakeside Dr. SE • East Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506-3029
Telephone 616-949-1750 • Fax 616-831-6144 • e-mail egrrec@eastgr.org

To help with the discussions, here are some of the alternate options for some rules that other
communities have in place at their dog parks.
•

Most dog parks allow each adult to bring either 2 or 3 dogs to the park at a time.

•

Many dog parks require individuals bringing a dog to the park to be at least 14 years
old, with some requiring 18+.

•

Some dog parks allow children of any age to attend the park if accompanied by an
adult. Other parks only allow 13+ within the dog park area, while others recommend
children 10+ be permitted if supervised by an adult.

•

Typically, 25lbs is the weight used to determine if a dog should be allowed in the
small dog area. I have seen 30lbs used as well, but knowing there is no scale on site
and the weight determination is a best guess from the dog owner, I recommend having
a lower weight limit to lower the likelihood of dogs exceeding 30-35lbs being in the
small dog area.

At our meeting we can discuss each of the general rules as well as the rules that have some flexibility
in their development, along with any unique rules that you may have found when visiting dog parks
that should be considered.

East Grand Rapids Dog Park
Draft Rules and Regulations
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Users of this facility do so at their own risk. Dog behavior can be unpredictable around other
dogs and strangers. Dog owners assume any liability for any injury or damage to any person,
animal or property caused by their dog(s).
The individual accompanying the dog to the park will be considered the owner for purposes of
these guidelines.
Owners are responsible for the actions of their dogs. If reasonable control is not possible, do
not enter the enclosed areas.
There is a limit of 3 dogs per adult user in each enclosed area at any one time.
All dogs must wear a collar and current registration tags and be properly licensed, be healthy
and have current vaccinations to enter the dog park.
Owners must clean up after their dogs. Waste stations have been included in the park for your
convenience.
Before entering, please be sure your dog is calm and balanced. Many dogs would benefit from a
long walk before entering the enclosure.
Do not enter through the second gate with the leash on your dog.
Both gates must be closed and latched after entering or exiting the area.
Under no circumstance should dogs be left unattended at the dog park.
No puppies under 16 weeks old or dogs in heat are allowed in the enclosures.
For safety reasons, children under 14-years old may not enter the enclosures without adult
supervision. Children 10 and under are not allowed in the small and large dog areas.
Dogs displaying aggressive or under-socialized behavior must be controlled or removed.
Smoking, eating, dog food, rawhides, and glass containers are prohibited in the enclosures.
Digging is not allowed. Please do not allow your dog to tear up the grounds.
The smaller enclosure of the park is for dogs under 25-lbs only.
Permission to off-leash your dog applies only within the enclosed areas.
Professional training classes are not allowed in the dog park.
The City of East Grand Rapids does not assume any liability for any injury or damage to any
person, animal or property resulting from use of the dog park.
In case of an emergency, please contact 911.

Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joel Haitz <joelhaitz@gmail.com>
Thursday, August 11, 2022 12:17 PM
Public Input
Fred Bunn Trails - a supportive voice

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hi there, I just wanted to pass a long strong sentiment of excitement and appreciation for the potential Fred Bunn trail
project. Even though I've lived in EGR for 10 years, I just recently learned about the addition of new trails and became
very excited about the possibility. As a new mountain biker and avid trail hiker/runner, this will be an invaluable addition
to our community. To add a professionally designed and maintained short trail network to what is already a gem in the
Reeds Lake trial will make EGR even more of a recreational paradise!
I also believe this: if I just learned of this (my fault, not the city's, I just don't pay enough attention) and am very excited,
there are many more people like me in the community. I know 4 mountain bikers on my street alone that would be (or
already are) stoked about this.
I was also saddened to hear that this has been a controversial issue. Everyone is entitled to their own opinion, but I
truly believe this is nothing but a huge WIN for EGR, and I'd hate for negative voices to reign and hurt the chances of this
project when I have no doubt the far majority of EGR residents would be on board and that this is another notch in
EGR's belt as the best place to live in Michigan.
Please pass along my appreciation to whoever would want to hear it, and if there's anything I can do to help support this
trail, please let me know.

Thanks,
Joel Haitz

1

Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Allison Sevensma <allisonsevensma@gmail.com>
Sunday, August 21, 2022 10:27 AM
Marc Schulz; Kris Pachla; Public Input
Fred Buns Trails

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Commissioners Schulz and Pachla,
My name is Allison Sevensma. My home address is: 3055 Manhattan Ln. I am writing in response to the letter we
received regarding the updated plans for the Manhattan Trails. The new concept looks to add a more concentrated
amount of trails than previously proposed along with a new parking lot. These changes are extremely troubling to me
and our neighbors. This natural area is long beloved by many residents of EGR. There is an abundance of wildlife that
calls the area home along with different ecosystems all contained within a relatively small space. It’s a wonderful respite
within an increasing urban landscape and it’s imperative we preserve it. Simply put, dedicated mountain bike trails will
destroy all of it.
In addition to obvious environmental disruptions that added mountain bike trails will cause, we have real concerns with
drainage problems that are already very persistent especially to those of us on Manhattan Lane. The area where the
parking lot is to be placed seems entirely unfit for a parking lot from a structural standpoint let alone the extreme
disruption to the landscape, walking trail and Reeds Lake Blvd traffic patterns. Personally, my family has spent tens of
thousands of dollars in drainage solutions as our lot is prone to standing water caused mainly by overflow from
surrounding lots. The problems exist across the street on the side of the new trails, as well. We simply cannot take on
any more water without real concern for our homes and lots. A new parking lot will most certainly impact water flow
and exacerbate the issue.
Please consider a ‘no’ vote to these trails. While there is certainly room to improve and beautify the trails, a partnership
with a mountain biking group is not the way to do it. The area will quickly be decimated from what it is now and the
landscape will suffer for it for generations to come. We can do better.
Sincerely,
Allison Sevensma
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Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Codel <rcodel6@gmail.com>
Monday, August 22, 2022 1:48 PM
Public Input
Fred Bunn Trails at Manhattan Park

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

This email is in response to a letter dated August 17 2022, that we received regarding the new
proposal for the Manhattan Park Hiking and Bike Trails. We are opposed to the project in general,
because it certainly is not environmentally friendly, will harm the wildlife that live there, and will
invite the public in general to use a park area of East Grand Rapids that is currently tranquil to
become a more congested public area.
We are especially opposed to the new proposed parking lot located on Reeds Lake Boulevard at
the EGR eastern border line. There are currently lwo little-used parking lots available, one at the
Manhattan Road entrance and the other at the Cascade Road entrance. This proposed parking lot
would cross the Reeds Lake Trail which was designed to make it safer for bikers and
walkers. Having a driveway cross over this trail will make it less safe for these people negating the
purpose of the trail. Building the parking lot will also require cutting down a lot of trees,
excavating into the hill and adding a lot of asphalt which could create a flooding problem for the
area nearby, which is currently designated as a flood plain. Our property across the street is very
prone to flooding already and this could exacerbate the problem. Please refer to a drainage study
that was commissioned by the City of East Grand Rapids, a report of which was made to the City
on September 12, 2019. The City Commissioners were actively involved at the time of this survey
and the subsequent changes that were made to improve the drainage in the area. The study was
conducted by Halverson Engineering, LLC. A new study should be made to evaluate the drainage
implications of this parking lot were it to proceed.
Richard and Alida Codel
3145 Manhattan Lane SE
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Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Alexanne Hendrick <alexhendrick28@gmail.com>
Thursday, August 25, 2022 5:16 PM
Public Input
Support for mountain biking trail at Manhattan park

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Mayor,
My family are new residents to EGR from out of state. As a newcomer one glaring observation is the lack of a skate park
for kids. EGR seems super dedicated to traditional sports but there are lots of kids who want to be active in a less formal
team setting. A skate park gets kids outside and off screens. I hope at some point EGR will get one or at least be mindful
of the need for activities that aren’t so competitive.
The mountain biking trail would be similar- a place for kids (and adults) to be active that’s not on a sports field. This is so
very important.
In just a couple short weeks I’ve seen a ‘not in my backyard’ mentality on EGR social media. It really disheartens me. My
biggest fear moving here is that it would be a bubble unwelcoming to people that look or dress differently from them.
Diversity makes a community stronger. Parks, trails, independent coffee shops breweries, restaurants, good library, live
music, art opportunities- these are all things that thriving family friendly communities have in common- a mountain bike
trail would be a fantastic addition to a place with no mountains. :)
I truly hope the ‘not in my backyard-ers’ won’t deny the community a place to recreate and enjoy the outdoors.
Warm regards,
Alexanne Hendrick

1

Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michelle Brown <michelle.delana.brown@gmail.com>
Sunday, August 28, 2022 9:27 PM
Public Input
Wealthy Elementary - proposed tree removal

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

I attended one of the playground forums and want to express my concern for removing the mature trees, I believe they
are locust trees, near the center swings at Wealthy Elementary as part of the playground upgrade.
It was explained at the forum that the reason for removing the mature trees is because with the sidewalk repair 50% or
more of the trees roots will be disrupted, this as advised by an arborist. The arborist stated that the tree often dies
with this disruption, sometimes it might take a while for the tree to die.
Because mature trees are treasures, I suggest that we take a "wait and see" approach. Repair the sidewalk and then if
the tree dies remove and replace as proposed. This approach will give the small growing trees between the center
swings and baseball field time to mature and provide much appreciated shade.
Thank you for the good work of designing a wonderful playground and engaging citizens during the process.
Thank you for considering this approach.
Michelle Brown
538 Lovett Ave SE

1

Lori Parmenter
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Bill Brennan <runningmate44@gmail.com>
Monday, August 29, 2022 4:51 PM
Public Input
Fred Bunn
Writing in Support of the Fred Bunn Multi-purpose Trail

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

To the City Commission of East Grand Rapids,
I am writing as a former EGR resident (1989 to 2005) and regular return visitor to
encourage you to implement the current plans to install a multi-use trail in the forest at
Manhattan Park. In my view, this is a "no-brainer" which takes a beautiful resource and
turns it into a functional, beautiful resource for the enjoyment of a much broader
segment of our community.
EGR currently has a beautiful forest which offers a lovely visual backdrop to the
developed recreational facilities and a natural setting for those folks willing to cut their
own path for hiking and the like. The plans to develop a multi-use trail will not interfere
with those uses at all -- the beauty of the forest remains intact, but the value and
accessibility of that property for hiking, cycling, and skiing will all be enhanced. More
users, more uses, more value, more recreation for the community and its members. The
fact that this asset is being enhanced largely through private donations only enhances
the value to the public through these plans.
There will always be "NIMBY" (Not In My Backyard) objectors, and they are always the
loudest voices. Please know that I am among those in the general community who trust
your judgment to put their narrow views and personal motives aside, and to act for the
community interests and the public good.
Thank you for considering these remarks, all the best,
Bill Brennan
4120 E. Gables Ct NE
Grand Rapids, MI

1

Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mitchell DeJonge <mjdejonge@comcast.net>
Monday, August 29, 2022 9:36 AM
Public Input
Manhattan Multi use trails

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear EGR Planning Board,
I want to express my full support for the development of the proposed multi use trails in the Manhattan Park woods.
These trails will be a wonderful resource in both winter and summer. They will be an asset to EGR, further contributing
to the uniqueness of the community.
Please let’s not let the vocal few with the “Not in my back yard” mentality put a stop to this fantastic development.
Thanks for your consideration,
Mitch DeJonge
2226 Lake Dr

1

Lori Parmenter
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wggspeed@comcast.net
Monday, August 29, 2022 10:18 AM
Public Input
Manhattan Trail Project

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Dear EGR City Commission,
I’m writing to you in support of the Manhattan Trail Project. Although I really enjoy mountain biking and support new
trails, I also live within walking distance to Burton Park in Cascade. That park is approximately 12 years old and we have
utilized this park on almost a daily basis for the last nine years to walk our dog about a mile or two each time. Having a
nature park with trails is such a great thing to have and I hope you and the local residents will benefit as much as we
have with your new proposed park. If we ever move, having a local nature park would be near the top of our list when
searching for a new home, but for now, we’ll continue to take advantage of the park we have.
Thank you,
William G. Goodspeed, P.E.
c (616) 481‐1399

1

Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

bryon higgins <bryon.higgins@sbcglobal.net>
Monday, August 29, 2022 9:33 AM
Public Input
Support for the Multi-use Fred Bunn / Manhattan project

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
Hello EGR City Commissioners,
I'm unable to make the upcoming meeting to review and discuss this project, but I want to voice my full support for the
multi-use trail project at Manhattan Park. Many activities will be able to use the newly designed, sustainably built multi- use
trails including XC Ski, Snow Shoe, Mountain Bike, Walking and Running. This will be another great improvement to the
EGR recreational facilities promoting healthy lifestyles in our community. It will also add to the overall value to all
properties in EGR. Thanks.
Respectfully,
Bryon Higgins
2343 Wilshire Dr. SE
EGR, MI 49506
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Lori Parmenter
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

KEVIN LITTLE <klittle6756@comcast.net>
Monday, August 29, 2022 12:16 PM
Public Input
Fred Bunn Trails at Manhattan Park

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hello,
My name is Kevin Little and a resident of Grand Rapids. I would like to voice my full support for the
Fred Bunn Trails at Manhattan Park in EGR.
This is another great way to promote healthy lifestyles in our community and provides an excellent
and safe way to do so. My family uses EGR and GR outdoor parks year round and are very excited
about these trail improvements.
Thank you for your consideration and I fully support these positive healthy projects to promote a
healthy lifestyle for area residents.
Thank you,
Kevin Little

1

Lori Parmenter
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michael Voevodsky <m.voevodsky@me.com>
Monday, August 29, 2022 11:28 AM
Public Input
Support For - Fred Bunn Trails at Manhattan Park project

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Sir/Madam
I am writing to express support for the Fred Bunn Trails project. It will uniquely provide healthy lifestyle activities year
round: XC skiing, snow shoeing, walking, hiking, mountain biking and running. Another great resource for the residents
of EGR and an excellent example for other communities.
My support includes having made a donation to the project.
Sincerely
Michael Voevodsky

1

Lori Parmenter
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Flip Goodspeed <flipg@aol.com>
Monday, August 29, 2022 10:00 AM
Public Input
Manahattan trail

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good morning
I am writing an email in support of the Fred Bunn Manhattan trail project. What makes EGR so special is community and
facilities which support exercise and engagement. This trail just adds to the outdoor activity and the desire to live in our
amazing community.
Thanks for your work and efforts to enhance our EGR community
Best
Flip Goodspeed
Sent from my iPhone
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Lori Parmenter
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Reg FRENCH <regfrench@comcast.net>
Monday, August 29, 2022 11:16 AM
Public Input
Fred Bunn Trails @ Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

I am sorry that I will not be able to make the upcoming meeting this week. As a life-long resident of
EGR, a biking and nordic-ski enthusiast, and private donor to this project, I feel it is essential for these
trails to be built to maintain the high level of community and recreational activity that EGR is known
for. Let's continue to support EGR's families by giving them healthy alternatives to digital lifestyles.
I wholeheartedly support the construction of this 365 days/year, multi-use project.

Reg French
2601 Elmwood Dr SE
EGR, MI 49506

1

Lori Parmenter
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hillary Family <hillaryfamilygr@gmail.com>
Monday, August 29, 2022 7:08 PM
Public Input
Manhattan Park Trail

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

I won’t be able to make any of the final meetings for the Manhattan Multi‐use trail.
I want to pass along my support for the upgrade and improvements to the trails.
This trail will be a huge asset to the EGR community, our High School and Middle school XC athletes. It is also a great
addition for the runners, bikers that already visit EGR each day to enjoy the lake loop.
Thank you for the time,
Don Hillary
1746 Vesta Lane

Don Hillary.
Sent from my iPhone
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Lori Parmenter
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Curt Cunningham <cj1637@sbcglobal.net>
Tuesday, August 30, 2022 5:26 PM
Public Input
Multi use trail at Manhattan Park

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am an East grand Rapids resident writing in support of the multi use trail at Manhattan Park. I have utilized the trails at
various times over the years and believe that improvement and regular maintenance would allow for regular use by
more individuals. Improvements that would include a usable mountain bike course would be particularly helpful as this
would provide a local option for residence to ride from their home rather than driving their vehicle out of town to access
various trails. I also believe this would not involve a significant use for non‐residents as trails of this distance would not
be a destination trail for usual off‐road riders. With the funds available to improve a park within the city that would
increase recreational use and optimize green space it seems an obvious win‐win situation consistent with the cities
stated goals.
Thank you for your consideration in this matter,
Sincerely,
Curt Cunningham
1764 Asbury rd se

Sent from my iPad

1

Lori Parmenter
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Larry Kaiser <larrykaiser@comcast.net>
Tuesday, August 30, 2022 11:30 AM
Public Input
Fred Bunn trails

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello, I just learned of the proposal for the development of the Fred Bunn trails at Manhattan Park. This is a great idea
and I believe there is a great demand for a new trail system in this area. Please consider this a vote of support for the
addition of this trail !

Larry Kaiser
East Grand Rapids
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Lori Parmenter
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Russ Lampen <russ.lampen@gmail.com>
Tuesday, August 30, 2022 10:43 AM
Public Input
Fred Bunn Trails support the development

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hi, I'm not sure if I'm going to be able to make it to this Wednesday's meeting (my daughter has a field hockey game),
but I wanted to express my support for the development of multi use trails at Manhattan park. I've contributed to the
Fred Bunn Trails fund and I would like to see this move forward. I've seen the positive effect a trail like this can have on
a community and I think having a trail system as proposed would be a real asset to EGR residents. We need to continue
to invest in our community to make sure we remain a vibrant welcoming community.
thanks for all your work and dedication,
Russ and JIll Lampen
554 Locust Ave SE, East Grand Rapids, MI 49506

1

Lori Parmenter
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brian J.S. Miller <suydam@gmail.com>
Tuesday, August 30, 2022 11:08 AM
Public Input
Fred Bunn Trails

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

I wish I could be there in person to speak at Wednesday’s meeting but I’m out of state this week.
I’m sending this letter of support, which mirrors several I’ve send before, to indicate my support for the project before
you.
This project was proposed as part of the Parks and Rec Master Plan. I attended those meetings, voicing support for trails
alongside other residents. We (residents) raised much of the money to fund this project, and appreciate the careful
consideration of this project given by the Parks and Rec Commission as well as the City Commission.
Multi use trails are safe, and common. Despite whatever hyperbole will be shared by neighbors in opposition, this
approach to trail building and maintenance is the norm across Michigan, from The City of GR, to Copper Harbor, and
everywhere in between.
It is possible (and again, common) for even a crowded trail to safely support hikers, runners, dog walkers, and mountain
bikers simultaneously. Here in Kent County you can see this in action at even the most used trails (e.g. Luton Park or
Cannonsburg Ski Area).
However those crowded trails are destinations, drawing users from across the metro‐area. Manhattan’s proposed trail
network is only 3 miles. Nobody is going to drive from far away to use a 3 mile trail. I have been hiking and mountain
biking for decades and use my myriad experiences to form that conclusion.
So why so much fervent support you might ask? Well, for starters, my own kids have been growing up in EGR and most
of our hiking and biking has taken place in neighboring communities. Having a multi‐use trail within our community is a
benefit to any residents that enjoy the outdoors. One need only look at the pedestrian and youth bike traffic on Reeds
Lake Trail to understand how much our community lives a good trail.
In addition, the existing trail system is unmanaged and extremely prone to erosion. While all the uses described above
are already allowed in the park, the trails limit skiing, biking, and running to experts who can navigate rutted downhills
and overgrown trails.
Thank you for considering this exciting community‐led project. Please vote to advance it at your earliest convenience.
Brian Miller
1033 Floral Ave SE.

‐‐
[ Typed on Gmail Mobile with my thumbs. Please excuse typos. ]
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Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Emeline Tolod <egtolod@gmail.com>
Tuesday, August 30, 2022 8:01 PM
Public Input
Support for Manhattan Park project

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

To Whom It May Concern:
We are huge supporters of the improvements being proposed at Manhattan Park.
As residents and tax payers of EGR, we are unable to attend the last public info session but would love to see the
improvement of trail access for residents of EGR and the community to better enjoy Manhattan Park.
We support multi-use trails for runners, mountain bikers, cross-country skiers, and snowshoers we think that improving
the trail system will enable more users to enjoy it, fight erosion, for a few good reasons. And proper signage would be
useful and make the park safe to enjoy.
Thanks for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Christopher and Emeline Kemp

1

Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Drew Collette <dcollette01@gmail.com>
Wednesday, August 31, 2022 11:36 AM
Public Input
Manhattan Park Development Support

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Good Morning!
I am unable to attend tonight's meeting to make a statement regarding the development of Manhattan Park and the
Fred Bunn trails, so I wanted to make sure I sent a note in support!
I am the current head coach for the EGR High School Cross Country teams. The development of these trails and the
positive impact it would have on our student athletes would be incredible! Our student athletes are consistently
contending for State Championships and the program operates at a very high level, yet the kids have very few training
options currently. While running a 4.5 mile loop around the lake is scenic, when it is repeated day after day for 40-60
miles per week, 50 weeks a year, it loses some appeal! In addition to the project giving more diverse options, it more
importantly enhances safety and injury prevention.
Our athletes put a tremendous amount of pounding on their legs, and to be able to have running options that are closed
to traffic and off of pavement would be ideal. Measured markers along the trail would allow for specificity of training
and accurate timing, and a program and school the caliber of EGR would finally be able to have an opportunity to host
invitationals or conference meets, generating revenue and positive exposure for the school and community.
The positive impact of this project for our student athletes now and in the future would be tremendous, and if there is
anything I can do to show my support please let me know!
--

Drew Collette | East Grand Rapids HS
Men's & Women's Cross Country

(C) 808.220.0941
To help protect y our priv acy , Microsoft O ffice prev ented automatic
download of this picture from the Internet.
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Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Chandler, Nathan <NCHANDL1@steelcase.com>
Wednesday, August 31, 2022 4:12 PM
Public Input
My full support of the Fred Bunn Trails at Manhattan Park

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

To EGR Parks and Recreation Committee:
I am a proud and long-time resident of EGR (currently at 2135 Hall Street) and an avid cyclists, runner, skier, hiker, and
all-round outdoor sports enthusiast. The purpose of my email is to register my full support for the proposed Fred Bunn
Trail at Manhattan Park.
My three children (all EGR graduates) presently reside in Warren, VT and NYC, Denver, and Minneapolis. Having spent
considerable time in each of their respective towns/cities, it is clearly evident that a vibrant city is an active city with
easy and convenient access to the infrastructure conducive to outdoor sports. I have cycled, run, and walked thousands
of miles around Reeds Lake...so thank you for the continued maintenance! Little known fact...in four laps around the
lake, I can achieve over 1,000 feet of vertical climbing. Nice!
The addition of this trail would be an amazing enhancement to Manhattan Park and provide a fun extension to the usual
routes. I have no doubt that the active community would step up to maintain and preserve the trail systems while fully
respecting the natural habitat. In fact, most outdoor sports enthusiasts have significantly more respect for the natural
surroundings than those who do not participate.
Lastly and importantly, Manhattan Park belong to the entire community, including those living outside of EGR. It is not
the “private” backyard of the residents who live adjacent to or near the park. Additionally, concerns over parking issues
are unfounded. Given the limited distance proposed and the fortunate access to much larger trail systems in West
Michigan, the Fred Bunn Trail will likely be used by near-by residents. It will not become a mountain biking
“destination.”
I appreciate the opportunity to lend my voice in support of the proposed trail system!
Sincerely,
Nate Chandler | Steelcase Health | General Manager | 616.836.9568
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Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Susan Keller Smith <susankellersmith@gmail.com>
Wednesday, August 31, 2022 5:03 PM
Public Input
Manhattan trail project

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Mayor Favale and Commissioners,
I am writing as a frequent user of Manhattan Park and lifelong EGR resident. I drive to Manhattan
from the other side of town, most every day in all seasons. I walk my dogs in the woods and take
young grandchildren there to utilize all the amenities of the park and woods. I am strongly opposed
to the current proposal for multi use trails.
Two of my top concerns regarding this proposal are
1. I don't believe this is in line with what the community wants and the stated goals of our latest
community survey and passed millage bond.
2. Communication regarding this planned change has been inadequate.
In reviewing the 2020 community survey published results, I noted:
* When people were asked what activities /facilities they wanted added or expanded ...walking trails
was #!. at 49%
mountain biking was #5 at 35%
*when given a choice of 18 activities they and their family enjoy....
walking and nature trail walks were number 1 and 2 at 81 and 70%
mountain biking ranked 12th out of 18 at 38%
* when asked about what green initiatives they would like to see ....
increasing native tree and shrub plantings was #2 only to #1 of adding recycle bins at parks.
Stated goals of the parks and rec department based on these results were
-Future projects designed being mindful of wildlife habitat
- Protect environment for future generations
- Protect and enhance wetlands to maintain water quality and as a habitat

resource

Stated objectives on this report:
Provide equal access and recreation opportunities for all
Utilize park resources in optimum manner while protecting the resource.
I believe this project fails to meet these goals and objectives and community desires on many fronts.
Trail designers admit some of the trails may not be suitable for walkers due to tight spaces. They will
not serve all people .
1

Some of the single use trails will be mowed and manicured to allow walkers to move or jump to
safety as bikers come by.
How many trees will be removed to place these trails?
There are 3 identified marshlands on this property from one map I saw. When will the wetland
assessment be complete and how could this not impact the ecosystem in that area?
Communication issues:
Many in our community are not aware of the proposed changes.
May 2021 Commission approves conceptual design for multi use trails
June 10, 2021 Communication PR document for the millage does not mention any Manhattan park
trail improvements though It mentions trail improvements to many of the other parks.
Nov. 2, 2021 Millage bond passes
Dec 20, 2021 City commission votes to accept proposal and signs contract with WMMBA to develop
trails, construct trails and perform maintenance on trails for 20 year before any community input
meetings were offered to my knowledge.
Community meetings to garner input and comment on design were not begun until Feb and
continued through the spring well, after this contract was signed.
Communications regarding the proposed trails were sent to a group of Manhattan Park neighbors
only. This is a community park that we all use. All citizens of the city should be informed and aware
of these proposed changes. I believe this project originated with a small minority of citizens pushing
a special interest agenda to develop this area. I believe it is in opposition to many of the citizens'
expressed interests and goals for our community reflected in the most recent survey.
Susan Keller Smith
857 Santa Barbara Dr.
EGR
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Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Steve and Cheri Krogman <macks7477@gmail.com>
Thursday, September 1, 2022 11:25 AM
Public Input
Bike Trails At Manhattan Park

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Mayor, Commissioners, and Mr. Melville,
Steve and I were able to attend the meeting last night regarding the proposed bike trails in Manhattan Park. We
currently live at 324 Kingswood Dr. and appreciate our easy walk on access to Manhattan Park. When I'm not working,
I'm able to visit at least 3 times a day with my dog.
We may be the odd ones out over here, but we absolutely love that people use Manhattan park. I love that after Covid,
people are gathering and enjoying time together outside. We love to go park our lawn chairs behind the fence, and
watch the softball games. I love watching people get tennis lessons, and elders playing pickleball with often spirited
banter. I love school teams huffing and puffing as they practice drills, and probably silently wondering why they ever
signed up for such torture at 7:30 in the morning. I love seeing celebrations at the pavilion, and wonder how hard it
might have been for someone to graduate, to get to that last birthday, or to make it to retirement. People caring
enough to come and join in celebration. Sending joy and love into the life of someone else and into the spaces around
them.
I see runners, and walkers, and bikers, and players. I see children playing, young adults volleying and flirting, and I know
that on so many levels, parks are where we gather. And parks are where community is built, maintained, and
grown. Parks stay as one of our few remaining spaces where all should be welcome, and level that ever widening socioeconomic playing field by doing so. Access not just for some who are wealthy, or neighboring, or bully the loudest, but
like our public schools, our libraries, and our rest areas, provide equal access and enjoyment for anyone and everyone.
Manhattan Park is a great park, but it looks tired. We are thrilled that the trails will be improved and will conti nue to be
multi-access. We are glad there will be upgrades to what is already there. We look forward to watching and meeting
more and more people, not just our own community, but also others who might wander into our community and find
much needed respite, social interaction, celebration, movement, and the nurturing powers of nature found in our public
park spaces and trails.
Parks don't belong to any one of us; they belong to all of us.
Thank you for supporting what we felt should have been a no-brainer project. Bonuses for all of you who work so hard,
and rightfully deserve kudos, chocolate, and pay increases.
We will continue to show up and support the project. We are always happy to chat more, lend a hand, or provide
expertise to park projects. Well, at least one of us can provide the park project expertise. He's not the talker or writer
of this duo. ;)
Sincerely,
Steve and Cheri Krogman
1

324 Kingswood Dr. SE
616.835.0046
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Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ben Blake <bblake322@gmail.com>
Friday, September 2, 2022 9:27 AM
Public Input
Fred Bunn Multi-Use Trails at Manhattan Park

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing today to express my support for the construction of the proposed Fred Bunn Multi-Use Trails at Manhattan
Park. As an East Grand Rapids resident for 10+ years and an avid cyclist, I was delighted to hear of the proposal to build
these trails. I also donated to the fundraising campaign in support of the project.
I am thrilled that I will be able to ride my bike from my home to quality mountain biking trails. Today, this is not possible
without loading my bike and driving to Ada. Given the close proximity, the vast majority of trail users will also ride to the
trail, so any expectation that the Manhattan parking lots will be overrun is simply not true.
EGR is a very active community and this will project will do nothing but improve and promote healthy lifestyles for our
residents and children. Please move forward with construction of these trails!
Thank you!
Ben Blake
616-808-8282 cell
Bblake322@gmail.com
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Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

KC McGovern <kcmcgovern@live.com>
Friday, September 2, 2022 10:33 AM
Public Input
Fred Bunn Multi-Use Trail

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Hello,
As a 20 year EGR resident, Cyclist, Runner and avid user of EGR parks and various Multi-use trails around Grand Rapids, I
wish to express my full support of this trail system.
-the development of the trail will provide a venue that I and fellow EGR MTB enthusiast to ride to instead of loading our
bikes up and driving to ride.
-It will provide a venue for the High School cross country and track teams to train and race in their own community.
-It will also provide a well maintained trail for hikers and dog walkers.
-I don’t believe it will flood the park with out of town riders as other longer destination trails service riders who drive to
ride.
-in my mind this will be predominantly used by local EGR resident riders, hikers and runners.
-the Forest currently has a trail that many folks would like to utilize more if it was a better system.
I fully support the development of the land for this use and for the betterment of our communities green space.
Regards,
Kevin Casey McGovern
1623 Alexander St.
East Grand Rapids
Sent from my iPhone
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Lori Parmenter
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michael Dykstra <michael.a.dykstra@gmail.com>
Tuesday, September 6, 2022 12:48 PM
Public Input
Fred Bunn Multi-Use Trails at Manhattan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Mayor Favale and City Commissioners,
My name is Michael Dykstra. I am an EGR resident, parent to 5 children who have come through our public
schools and a teacher and coach for the past 25 years at East Grand Rapids HS. I just wanted to thank you for
your work and voice my support for the development of the Fred Bunn Multi-Use Trails at Manhattan Park.
I just want to bullet-point some of the benefits that I see and echo some of the sentiments from the public
meeting on August 31, 2022:






As a coach of the runners at the high school, I am excited at the opportunity for our athletes to train and
compete right here in our community. Soft and safe running surfaces to train on are scarce in our
community. We have not hosted a meet in over a decade and have brought 5 state titles home in that
time. It is very exciting that the athletes of our community will potentially have a home course to show
off all their hard work to the members of our community.
As a member of the community, I think this adds incredible value and function to our city that all can
access. Residents could walk to the trails from their home and enjoy the hiking trails right in the
community. Runners could run from their home and bikers can ride there to add up to 3 miles of trails,
an experience that would currently start with a 10-20 minute car ride to a park in another community.
Children in our community could also easily be introduced to the life-long sport of mountain-biking,
which might even develop for some into a competitive sport that opens doors to college scholarships.
As a member of WMMBA and an avid cyclist and runner, I look forward to having this recreational
activity available right here in my own community.. I have ridden multi‐use trails around the greater Grand
Rapids area and know all users can co‐exist safely. I know there are concerns about extra traffic, however a
three mile multi‐use trail is not a destination trail so parking or traffic increases will be minimal. The leadership
and other members of the WMMBA are high character, top‐notch people who work at building, not only trails,
but community. I think you will see a culture develop similar to the running community in our city.

Thank you again for all your hard work and the time to read my thoughts on this initiative that will hopefully soon be a
part of our community.
Kind Regards,
Michael Dykstra
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Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michelle Brown <michelle.delana.brown@gmail.com>
Saturday, September 10, 2022 9:28 PM
Public Input
Dog Park - concern about concrete inside dog park

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

I’m very excited about the dog park!
In the event that I am not able to join the discussion about the proposed dog park on Sept 12th, I want to submit this
concern into the mix.
I recommend that there is no concrete placed inside the “running” area of the dog park. It is expected that dogs will
mark especially in an area where there are many dogs frequent. Once one dog marks, other dogs will mark over it,
compounding the impact.
Concrete in the entry area of the dog park is absolutely necessary to prevent digging between the entry and running
zones. This is the only area that concrete is desirable.
Dog urine on concrete can get very smelly and dirty the concrete, especially in the hot sunshine. In my mind, the only
way to have non-smelly concrete is to have daily heavy rainfall or an employee to spray down with a hose on a daily
basis.
The same concern extends to a pavilion, dogs will mark the pillars. Also a big structure like that will require maintenance
long term.
Simple picnic tables and benches that are placed throughout and in the shade of the existing trees is more
than sufficient. The tables may be easily replaced and can be moved for the 4th of July fireworks. This solution is much
more affordable and meets the needs of dog owners. This idea is similar to the dog park at Cascade Township park, the
seating equipment appears to have worn well there.
Thank you for your consideration of this recommendation.
Michelle Brown
538 Lovett Ave SE
-Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give
up - Galatians 6:9
Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do
that. - Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Todd Tjoelker <toddtjoelker@gmail.com>
Sunday, September 11, 2022 4:42 PM
Public Input
Fred Bunn Trails at Manhattan Park - Huge Support!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

My wife and I walk the trails at Manhattan with our dog, as much as we can....considering the condition. We are so
excited to have them both extended and improved in condition for use in all the seasons. Thank you so much for
investing in the green spaces of this community. I think about how amazing it is to see my son row crew on Reeds Lake
while a sailing regatta takes place and people boat, paddleboard, and fish....all at the same time, and think, here is
another chance to really improve the accessibility and use of a shared resource for the EGR community, young and old,
for multiple uses. Really looking forward to seeing how the community takes greater advantage of this unique space.
Bravo!
TT

_______________________

TODD TJOELKER
m +1.616.914.2463
ToddTjoelker@gmail.com
LINKEDIN

Confidentiality Warning: The information transmitted herein is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential or privileged material. Any review, retransmission,
dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon this information, by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you have r eceived this communication in error,
please notify the sender and delete the material from your systems. Thank you.
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Derek Melville
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ken Sung <ksung@gazellesports.com>
Monday, September 12, 2022 8:17 AM
Public Input
Fred Bunn Multi-Use Trails at Manhattan Park

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

To the City of EGR.
As a 14 year former resident of East Grand Rapids, co-owner of Gazelle Sports, and an active cyclist and runner, I feel I
have a unique perspective on the proposed Fred Bunn Multi Use Trails.
East Grand Rapids has always been represented in the Grand Rapids area as an active and healthy
community. Accessibility of an environment where an individual can feel safe and not content with traffic is an asset to
the community. There are very few other communities in our area where people want to meet to go for a walk, run,
hike or ride and enjoy the beauty of Reed's Lake. The addition of the Fred Bunn Multi use trail has the potential to
enhance options for an active individual.
As a co-owner of Gazelle Sports, we "actively encourage a healthy lifestyle". It is understood that having an active
community benefits everyone from a health standpoint, as the reports of obesity and heart disease continue to
grow. The trail does not change those reports, however having a new venue to allow people and families to share a
fitness environment can change lives. I can share numerous stories of people who have "discovered" the benefits of
moving their bodies and the impact it has had on their overall health. Gazelle Sports will continue to help to encourage
movement and understand how important it is to West Michigan.
Finally, as an active person myself, I understand the benefits of accessibility and understand that the Fred Bunn Multi
Use Trails will not be a focal point for "serious" mountain bike riders. We are blessed in West MIchigan with many great
trails which are longer in distance and more challenging in difficulty. These trails are better suited for a beginner rider,
and most likely a beginner rider and the family. This will be a unique trail for West Michigan.
Finally, the term "multi use" is critical. Having a place which can be shared for runners, walkers, cyclists and hikers in a
community is something very special.
I hope that the City of East Grand Rapids takes the right steps to offer this asset for the community.
Thank you for the opportunity for me to provide my perspective..

-Ken Sung
To help
protect y our
priv acy ,
Micro so ft
Office
prev ented
auto matic
download of
this pictu re
from the
In ternet.

GazelleSports.com
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CITY OF

EAST GRAND RAPIDS
750 LAKESIDE DRIVE SE • EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49506
(616) 949-2110
www.eastgr.org
DEREK MELVILLE
PARKS & RECREATION DIRECTOR

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:

Parks and Recreation Commission
Derek Melville, Parks & Recreation Director
September 22, 2022

RE:

Director’s Report

Reeds Lake Triathlon
The Reeds Lake Triathlon took place on September 10th and we had nearly 700 racers participate in
the triathlon and duathlon. Central College from Pella, IA, Millikin University from Decatur, IL, and
Calvin University all raced in the Collegiate women’s wave and we also had 63 East Grand Rapids
Crew team members who raced as individuals or in groups.

2022 Women’s Collegiate Triathlon Teams

Following the race, an awards ceremony and post-race celebration was held on Wege Plaza. Each
year the race and the post celebration raises funds for a nonprofit beneficiary, and this year “I
Understand”, a nonprofit organization that offers compassionate comfort for those affected by
suicide or mental/brain health illness and pain was selected.

2022 Post Race Celebration on Wege Plaza
Dog Park Input
We held a Dog Park input session on September 12th, which was hosted by myself and Mayor Favale.
All comments received from community members about the location and the design of the dog park
were positive.
Fall Programming
Fall programs are in full swing, with youth soccer and football games startng recently. Our
participation numbers are high again across all programs.
Staffing
We are contining to recruit additioanl adult lifeguards and sports officials to help supplemnet our
staff levels durign seasonal periods of transition. We are encourging any community members with
an interest in a part-time job to reach out to our Parks and Recreation staff to learn more about
training opportunities and our flexible scheduling options. Please share this with anyone in your
network that may be intersted in serving the community in a new way.

Winter Programming
We are finalizing our program details for the witner and are putting the finishign touches on the
program guide. We are also finalizing a postcard mailer that will be sent to all residents notifying
them of registration dates along with some highlighted programs and events.

